Sabbath Sermon of July 28, 2012
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Teaching on Prayer

Luke Chapter 11

Jesus prayed quite a lot, in other words, Jesus while on earth he stayed in touch with his Father. During one of his prayer times, one of his disciples said to him, Lord teach us how to pray, as John also taught his disciples.
And Jesus taught them, saying when you pray, say “Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name; Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespassed against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom the power and the glory, forever and forever, Amen!”  
Some have said that the original manuscripts do not contain this verse: The words “deliver us from evil.”  But these words are worth saying because in these words we are agreeing with our Father not to let any evil come near us. When they do, that we expect him to deliver us his children from them. What is wrong with making such a request of our Father who is most powerful?  Nothing!
The first thing we notice in the order of this prayer is that Jesus praises God; then he makes his requests. Praising God first puts us in the right frame of mind to tell him about our needs. God’s provision is daily, not once and for all. We cannot feel that if we have enough stored, we can cut off communication with God, and we dare not be self-satisfied. Whenever we start running low on strength, it is because we have long been away from the source.
God speaks to believers through the written Word, believers speak to God through prayer. Effective prayer must follow the laws or principles that undergird it: (1) a right relationship to God through Jesus Christ. God promises to answer the prayers of believers. He does not promise to answer the prayers of unbelievers, although he may do so by common grace, especially when the unbeliever sincerely calls upon him out of desperation for help; (2) a genuine desire to secure from God the petition addressed to him (Sam. 1:10, 11; 2 Kings 19:14-19; Luke 11:5-10); (3) a confidence in God that leads to asking in simple trust (7:7-11; James 4:2); (4) a faith that believes that God is able and willing to answer (Heb. 11:1; 1 John 5:14, 15); and (5) the confidence acceptance of the answer before it has come (Mark 11:24).
The next thing Jesus taught his disciples about how to pray, is to make forgiveness the cornerstone of their relationship with The Lord. If God has forgiven our sins; we must now forgive those who have wronged us. To remain unforgiving shows we have not understood that we ourselves deeply need to be forgiven. If we would not forgive those who have wronged us, how will God deal with us if he treats us as we treat others? Unforgiving of others who have wronged you is a sin that will definitely prevent you from entering into the Kingdom of Heaven.
In verse 8, Jesus encourages importunity in prayer. We are never to let God go until the answers have come. Persistence in prayer overcomes our insensitivity, not God’s. It does not change our heart and mind than his. It helps us understand and express the intensity of our need. Persistence helps us recognize God’s work when we see it.
12-14. “Will he offer him a scorpion?” This is a hypothetical question, the answer to which is self-evident. A father will not give his son a scorpion instead of bread. Good fathers, even though they make mistakes, treat their children well. How much better our perfect heavenly Father treats his children. The most important gift he gives us is the Holy Spirit when we repent of our sins and keep his commandments (John 14:15-17).
15-22. Here some of the unbelieving Jews accused him of casting out devils with devil, while others tempting him sort for a sign from heaven, something spectacular to prove he was the Son of God. For the Pharisees to accuse Jesus of being empowered by Satan because he was casting out demons was also to say that their own people were doing Satan’s work. 
“When a strong man armed keepeth his palace.” This refers to Satan, who thinks all is well because of his armor. But that which Satan trusts in will be taken from him by one stronger than he. In other words, Satan who had controlled the kingdom of this world for thousands of years, was now being controlled and defeated by Jesus and the Kingdom of heaven. Jesus’ Kingdom began to come into power at his birth, grew as he resisted in the wilderness temptations, established itself through his teachings and healings, blossomed in victory at his resurrection and at Pentecost, and will become permanent and universal at his Second Coming. Regardless of how great Satan’s power is Jesus is stronger still. He has already overcome Satan and will dispose of him for eternity.

23-28. “He that is not with me is against me.” In the earlier verse, Jesus was talking about a person who was casting our devils in Jesus’ name. Those who fight evil, he was saying, are on the same side. Here, by contrast, he was talking about the conflict between God and the devil. In this battle, if a person is not on God’s side, he or she is on Satan’s. There is no neutral ground. Since God has already won the battle, why would anyone want to be on the losing side? The truth is if you are not actively for Jesus Christ, you are against him.

“When an unclean spirit is gone out of a man.” Jesus was illustrating an unfortunate human tendency. The only way to get an evil spirit out of any one is to fill the body with the power of the Holy Spirit to accomplish God’s new purpose in our life. This happens when we repent of our sins and accept the salvation of God through Jesus Christ. Here Jesus warns that giving up your faith in Jesus will cause the demon spirits that were cast out to return with more powerful demons which will make the person’s condition worst (Matt. 12:43).
“Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and paps which thou has suck.” Jesus response to the woman meant that a person’s obedience to God is more important than his or her place on the family tree. The patient work of consistent obedience is even more important than the honor of bearing a respectable son.
29-33. “An evil generation seeketh after a sign.” Jonah is a type of Christ. The difference was this: Jonah was imprisoned for his own sins; Jesus Christ was imprisoned in the grave for our sins. Some who think the Book of Jonah is not factual disregard Jesus words as support for the historicity of Jonah’s imprisonment in the belly of a fish. But since Jesus mentions Jonah in connection with the queen of Sheba, a historical figure, we must understand that the Book of Jonah is historical fact. Nothing in the Book of Jonah occasions any reason to suppose that it is fictional.
The people of Nineveh had the Queen of the Sheba and had turned to God with far less evidence than Jesus was giving his listeners, and far less than we have today. We have eyewitness reports of the risen Jesus, the continuing power of the Holy Spirit unleashed at Pentecost, easy access to the Bible, to the Father, and knowledge of about two thousand years of Jesus acts through his Church. With the knowledge and insight available to us, our response to Jesus ought to be even more complete and wholehearted. Instead this generation has continued to be of great disappointment the Lord Jesus Christ. 
How much disappointment has this generation been to the Lord Jesus? One pastor in Kenya prayed and asked the Lord to tell how many people in his church of 20,000 members would go to heaven he were to come today. The answer from the Lord was shocking: “Only two hundred of your membership will be ready to go with me.”  1% of 20,000 members in a church will be ready to go with Jesus if he were to come today. This doesn’t sound very good, does it? Christians need to get to work if they must make it to heaven.
A greater than Jonah is here. Nineveh repented due to the preaching of Jonah. Now Jesus Christ, who is greater, has come, but the Jewish nation to whom he is preaching will not learn from Nineveh. They refuse to repent in the same way many today have refused to repent.
34-40. The light of the body is the eye. When the eye is sound and the light is shining, the beholder can see where he is and can know to walk and do his work. When the eye is blinded, the whole body is wrapped in darkness. If you having a hard time seeing God at work, check your vision. Are any sinful desires blinding you to Jesus Christ? Jesus Christ is the light who keeps shining, but the wrong inner nature of sinners keeps them from seeing the light of Jesus.
Here Jesus criticizes the Pharisee who marveled that he had not first washed his hands before dinner. This washing was done not for health reasons, but as a symbol of washing away any contamination from touching anything unclean. Not only did the Pharisees make a public show of their washing, they also commanded everyone else to follow a practice originally intended only for the priests.
41-45. The Pharisees liked to think themselves as “clean,” but their stinginess toward God and the poor proved they were not as pure as they thought. If the Believer’s righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees in order to enter into the Kingdom of heaven, therefore, it is imperative that we understand that the purity of our heart is much revealed by our generosity with what God has entrusted to us.
Jesus criticized the Pharisees and the lawyers harshly because they (1) washed their outside but not their insides, (2) remembered to pay their tithe but forgot justice, (3) loved praise and attention, (4) made burdensome religious demands; (5) would not accept the truth about Jesus Christ, and (6) prevented others from believing the truth as well.
Jesus says that we always go wrong when we focus on the outside appearance and in ignoring the inner condition of the heart. This is what we end up doing when our service to Jesus comes from a desire to be seen rather than a pure heart and love for others. We may succeed in fooling people with our fake endeavors, but God is never fooled. Let us not be Christians on the outside only, we must be the same on the inside. Because it is easy to rationalize not helping others because we have already given to the church, but a person who follows Jesus should share with needy neighbors as The Lord places them in your path. Your needy neighbors are not those who live in your neighborhood, they include everyone that God brings in contact with you.
In the book of Numbers 19:16, we read that a person who touched a grave was unclean. Based on this, Jesus accused the Pharisees of making others unclean by their spiritual rottenness. Like graves hidden in a field they corrupted everyone that came in contact with them.

46-50. Jesus accused the lawyers of laying upon people with burdens grievous to bear. These burdens were the details the Pharisees had added to God’s Law. To the commandment in Exodus. 20:8, “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy”, for example, they had added instructions regarding how far a person could walk on the Sabbath, which kinds of knots could be tied, and how much weight could be carried. Healing a person was considered unlawful work on the Sabbath, although rescuing a trapped animal was permitted. As you can see from these few examples, the Pharisees had become litigious about the Sabbath, adding all sorts of restrictions, traditions and regulations that made matters cumbersome. The Mishnah, wherein multitudinous regulations of this so-called oral law were written down about A.D. 200, gives an idea of what Sabbath observance was like among and under the scribes and Pharisees in Jesus’ day and still is. 
51-54. “From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias.” The Zacharias Jesus mentioned here was murdered; his father was Jehoiada the priest. “The Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, which stood above the people, and he said unto them, Thus saith “God, Why transgress ye the commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot prosper? Because ye have forsaken the LORD, he hath also forsaken you.  For this they conspired against him, and stoned him with stones at the commandment of king Joash in the court of the house of the LORD” (2 Chron.24:20-25).  According to Jesus, the Pharisees operated in accordance to the spirit of Satan that was in Cain when he killed his brother Abel. Therefore, the same judgment that was apportioned to Cain will also be their portion on account of the blood of the prophets they were in the business of killing. The lawyers were in the business of digging the graves (entrapping the prophets) for their fathers to put the bodies of the prophets of God in them. 

The  Pharisees hoped to arrest Jesus for blasphemy, heresy, and law breaking. They were stung to fury by Jesus words about them, but they couldn’t arrest him for merely speaking words. They thought they could outsmart him, but they had no idea he knew the invitation to dine with them was a setup and for an opportunity for them not only find faults, but to provoke him to say things they hoped to use against him. Again, it was not only that they could not arrest him for merely speaking words, it was that his time was not come when he was lay down his life for his friends. They had to find a legal way but not righteous way to get rid of Jesus. But in all their efforts, they failed because today Jesus is glorified, and sits on the right hand of the Father.
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