Sabbath Sermon of July 20, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God Invites Noah to Come into the Ark

Genesis Chapter 7

Until the time of the flood no rain had fallen on the planet earth. After this, rain became a constant factor. The earth got its water from what was stored up as moisture above the earth. Pairs of every animal joined Noah in the ark; seven pairs were taken of those animals used for sacrifice. About 45,000 animals could have fit into the ark. Many have wondered how the animal kingdom roundup happened. Did Noah and his sons spend years collecting all the animals, or did he hire people to help collect them? If you can tell me what God did not create, and I will tell you what God could not command to do what he wants done (Genesis 7 verses 7 to 9). 

In reality the creation, along with Noah, was doing just as God had commanded. There seem to be no problem gathering the animals; God took care of the details of that job while Noah was doing his part by building the ark. Often we do just the opposite of Noah. We worry about details in our lives over which we have no control, while neglecting specific areas such as attitudes, relationships, responsibilities that are under our control. Like Noah, you should concentrate on the things God has given you to do, and leave the rest to him.

“Of clean beasts and of beasts that are not clean.” God had not yet told man which animals were good for food which were not. Up to this point man may not have eaten animal flesh. In the Scriptures at this time, meat was as God commanded in Genesis 1 verses 29, 30: “every herb bearing seed shall be meat.” But in Genesis 9 verse 3, God now gave the command to eat flesh meat. Regarding the seasons, it is apparent that man knew about the seasons of the year and had calendar months. There were months and days known to man. The divisions of the year may well have been included as part of God’s revelation to man; man knew the month to be from new moon to new moon, and the day from even to even (Isaiah 66 verse 23; Genesis 1 verse 5).
Noah did not go into the ark till God bade him; though he knew it was designed for his place of refuge, yet he waited for a renewed command, and had it. It is very comfortable to follow the calls of Providence, and to see God going before us in every step we take. God does not bid Noah go into the ark, but come into it, implying that God was already in the Ark, and would go with him, and would lead him into it, accompany him in it, and in due time bring him safely out of it. Wherever we are, it is very desirable to have the presence of God with us, for this is all in all to the comfort of every condition. It was this that made Noah’s ark, which was an almost a prison, to be to him not only a refuge, but a palace. Noah had taken a great deal of pains to build the ark, and now he was himself preserved alive in it. What we do in obedience to the command of God, and in faith, we ourselves shall certainly have the comfort of, first or last. Not Noah only, but his house also, his wife and children, are called with him into the ark. It is good to belong to the family of a godly man; it is safe and comfortable to dwell under such a shadow. Today God calls all sinners to come to him through his Son Jesus Christ, who is our advocate by whom we could be declared righteous before the Father.
I have heard people say that why godly people some times would have a bad child among their children, is that wicked children often fare the better for the sake of their godly parents. Again, that there is a mixture of bad with good in the best societies in earth, and we are not to think it strange. In Noah’s family there was a Ham, and in Jesus Christ’s family there was a Judas which indicates that no one goes to heaven because they had godly parents. The wicked child in a godly family is given the same amount of time to repent as others born into ungodly families. Again, not everyone is going to heaven, and it is by personal choice that one goes to heaven or to hell, and not whether his or her parents were godly or not.
This call to Noah was an invitation to enter. It is a type of the call which the Gospel gives to poor sinners. Jesus Christ is an ark already prepared, in whom alone we can be safe when death and judgment come. Now the burden of the song is, "Come, come;’’ the Word says, "Come;’’ Jesus, his ministers and prophets say, "Come;’’ the Spirit says, "Come, come into the ark.’’ The reason for this invitation is a very honorable testimony to Noah’s integrity: “For thee have I seen righteous before me in this generation.”  My friends, if God were to look down on earth today will he see your righteousness? Do you know that those are righteous indeed that are righteous before God, that have not only the form of godliness by which they appear righteous before men, who may easily be imposed upon, but the power of it by which they approve themselves to God, who searches the heart, and cannot be deceived in men’s characters. God takes notice of and is pleased with those that are righteous before him.
The Lord knows those that are his. God, that is a witness to, will shortly be a witness for, his people’s integrity; he that sees it will proclaim it before angels and men, to their immortal honor. Those that obtain mercy to be righteous shall obtain witness that they are righteous. God is, in a special manner, pleased with those that are good in bad times and places. Noah was therefore illustriously righteous, because he was so in that wicked and adulterous generation. Those that keep themselves pure in times of common iniquity God will keep safe in times of common calamity; those that partake not with others in their sins shall not partake with them in their plagues; those that are better than others are, even in this life, safer than others, and it is better with them.
“Yet seven days, and I will cause it to rain.” God gives them notice of the now imminent approach of the flood: "It shall be seven days yet, before I do it.’’ After the hundred and twenty years had expired (Genesis 6 verse 3), God grants the sinners a reprieve of seven days longer, both to show how slow he is to anger and that punishing work is his strange work, and also to give them some further space for repentance: but all in vain; these seven days were trifled away, after all the rest; they continued secure and sensual until the day that the flood came. "It shall be but seven days.’’ While Noah told them of the judgment at a distance, they were tempted to put off their repentance, because they supposing that the vision was for a great while to come; but now Noah is ordered to tell them that it is at the door, that they have but one week more to turn themselves in to The Lord, but one Sabbath more to improve, to see if that will now, at last, awaken them to consider the things that belong to their peace, which otherwise will soon be hidden from their eyes. But it is common for those that have been careless of their souls during the years of their health, when they have looked upon death at a distance, to be as careless during the days, the seven days, of their sickness, when they see it approaching, their hearts being hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

The date of this great event we find here is carefully recorded, for the greater certainty of the story. It was in the 600th year of Noah’s life, which, by computation, appears to be 1,656, years from the creation. The years of the old world are reckoned, not by the reigns of the giants, but the lives of the patriarchs; saints are of more account with God than princes. The righteous shall be had in everlasting remembrance. Noah was now a very old man, even as men’s years went then. The longer we live in this world the more we see of the miseries and calamities of it; it is therefore spoken of as the privilege of those that die young that their eyes shall not see the evil which is coming, (2nd Kings 22 verse 20). However, God sometimes exercises his old servants with extraordinary trials of obedience patience. The oldest of Jesus Christ’s soldiers must not promise themselves a discharge from their warfare against Satan the hater of God’s children till death discharges them. Soldiers for Jesus must gird on their harness, and not boast as though they had put it off. 
As the year of the deluge [flood] is recorded, so, we are told that it was in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, which is the month after the month of Abib, in the month of Zif (1 Kings 6 verse 1; Exodus 12 verse 1, 2); so that Noah had had a Passover signifying his deliverance, and a harvest just before, from which to victual [supplies] his ark. The second causes that concurred to this deluge, is as we here noted that on the same day that Noah entered into the ark, the inundation [flood] began. Again, God has shown that desolating judgments come not till God has provided for the security of his own people (Genesis 19 verse 22), “I can do nothing till thou be come thither”: and we find in Revelation 7 verse 3; Ezekiel 9 verse 3, 4 that the winds are held till the servants of God are sealed. When good men are removed judgments are not far off; for they are taken away from the evil to come, (Isaiah 57 verse 1). When the righteous of God are called into the chambers, hidden in the grave, hidden in heaven, then God is coming out of his place to punish, (Isaiah 26 verse 20, 21). Now what was done on that day, that fatal day to the world of the ungodly: the fountains of the great deep were broken up.  All the creatures are always ready to fight against sinful man, and any of them is able to be the instrument of man’s ruin, if God do but take off the restraints by which they are held in during the day of God’s patience.
What is God saying to the people of the world today? God is saying “Come! Come near! Draw near to Me and celebrate My Feasts and My Sabbaths. Observe My commandments and My statutes. When you hear My Word today and turn aside, and come near to celebrate My Feasts in obedience, abhorring the ways of the pagans, I will pardon your previous follies and your ignorance. Come! Come near and celebrate My Feasts in obedience to My Word if you are My true servant, that it may be well with thee," saith The Lord God Most High.

If as in the days of Noah, the people had refused to come to God in the same way we see people behaving in the world today, what is God saying to his people today as he is about to clean things up again?  God now says this to his people: “Live in The Word and by The Word; which is My Word. Live by My Word and in My Word, and see that you are not troubled by what you see, and be strong in The Spirit of The Most High God. By My power, by My Spirit, and by My strong hand of deliverance, will I deliver and protect you. Let the fruit of your works speak for itself that you are My servant and My begotten child, and it shall be well with thee and all that believe and live My Word in your house," saith The Lord God.” For My Word is settled forever. Be ye strong and grow. Do not backslide. Do not lean to the left or to the right, or to the back, neither lean upon your own understanding, but lean upon My Word and upon My Spirit, and move forward in obedience to My Word. Move forward in faith, in Spirit, and in the strength of the Most High God. For I, The Lord, will protect you. Ye shall see and hear of terrible things happening all over the world; even those nations who see themselves as mighty and strong shall be pulled down like the great empires before them, who rebelled against My Word and worked according to their own ways and lived waywardly," saith The Lord. "I will strengthen the hand of violence of the meanest, smallest people that are ignored and neglected; who are negligently looked at as to say: 'Well, what can they do?' Even though they do not really know Me; I The Lord will strengthen the hands of those that perpetrate wickedness against the rebellious and against those whom I, The Lord God have called, but they have denied Me and have rejected My Word,” saith The Lord,.
Was the flood a local event, or did it cover the entire earth? A universal flood was no doubt the case because The Lord said so, and in the same magnitude at which the flood came upon the earth, will violence break loose soon upon the inhabitants of the earth. As there was enough water on the earth to cover all dry land; for the earth began that way (Genesis 1 verse 9, 10), so there is enough furnace beneath the earth and above in the sky that will burn up all earth’s wickedness. Afterward, God promised never again to destroy the earth with flood. Thus this flood certainly, covered the entire earth and destroyed the inhabitants of the earth. We must remember God’s reason for sending the flood was to destroy all the earth’s wickedness. Therefore, it took a major flood to accomplish this. The effect of the flood extended to what lived on land, including birds and beasts which of course, was where the sons of men lived and reigned in their abominable sins and wickedness.
If God promised not to destroy the earth again with flood, does the Scripture tell us what he will use this time when Jesus Christ returns to judge the increased abominations of the earth? The Scripture tells us that Jesus’ Second Coming will be sudden and terrible for those who do not believe in him. For the heavens shall pass away with great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up (2 Peter 3 verse 10). People who did not believe in Jesus would know these judgments come from God, because they will curse him for sending them. But they will still refuse to recognize God’s authority and repent of their sins. So believers should not be surprised at the hostility and hardness of heart of unbelievers. Even when the power of God is fully and completely revealed, many will still refuse to repent (Revelation 16 verses 9, 11, 21). 
But if we are morally clean and spiritually alert, it would not come as a surprise, because The Lord through his prophets tells his people his intensions (Amos 3 verse 7). For other prophetic pictures of the Day of The Lord, we read from Isaiah 34 verse 4; Joel 3 verse 15, 16; Matthew 24; Mark 13; Luke 21; Revelation 6 verse 21-17. In these chapters of the Bible we read that the earth is going to be burned up; therefore, we should put our confidence in what is lasting and eternal and not be bound to earth and its treasures or pursuits. My friends, you should not be spending more of your time piling up possessions or striving, you should rather be working on developing Jesus Christ’s like character. 
As it was in the days of Noah, we learn from the Scriptures that God’s purpose for mankind is not destruction, but re-creation (Isaiah 66 verse 22; Revelation 21 to 22). God will purify the heavens and earth with fire and he will then create them anew for his people. We can be joyfully looking forward to the restoration of God’s good world for those in Jesus Christ. “And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband” (Revelation 21 verse 2).
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