Sabbath Sermon of July 2, 2011
By Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus’ Response to John the Baptist’s Inquiry

Matthew Chapter 11

Jesus after he had sent out his disciples to try the field work for the first time, he then went on to continue preaching in the surrounding cities. The inquiry from John the Baptist’s disciples addressed to Jesus was “Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? John had baptized Jesus. John had seen the endorsement of Jesus as Messiah by the Father and the Holy Spirit (John 1:19-34). Now he is in jail, despondent, and without the help of the Messiah, who he had announced to all men. Doubtless he expected the Messiah to deliver him, because he did not realized that was his destiny when he John said these words, “He must increase and I must decrease.” (John 3:30).  Thus, he sent his disciples to Jesus with the question so that he might be reassured that indeed he is the Messiah. And if he was the Messiah John’s mind should then be at rest that his work as the forerunner for the Messiah is done. Jesus performed miracles before John’s disciples and sent them back to tell John that his credentials showed he was indeed the Messiah. Shortly thereafter John was beheaded by Herod Antipas, and Jesus was moving steadily toward Jerusalem—for his own date with destiny at Calvary. Note how much God has given to save you. If you sometimes doubt your salvation, the forgiveness of your sins, or God’s work in your life, look at the evidence in Scripture and the changes in your life. When you doubt, please do not turn away from Jesus Christ; turn to him.
11:11-15. Jesus said that the lesser in the kingdom of heaven are greater than John the Baptist. No man ever fulfilled his God-given purpose better than John. Yet in God’s Kingdom all members would have a greater spiritual heritage than John. While this statement is enigmatic, it seems that what is meant is this: as great and good as John was, he was still in the flesh, full of infirmity and imperfections, whereas the lowest saint in the kingdom of heaven is already glorified and “greater: than any saint still on earth as John was at the time.
“And if they will receive it, this is Elias, which was for to come.”  John was not a resurrected Elias (Elijah), but he took Elijah’s prophetic role—bodily confronting sin and pointing people to God (Mal. 3:1; 1 King 18). Jesus says, “If you have ears to hear, hear this and know that the word of God is true.”
11:16-26. He hath a devil. Those who reject the gospel will use every excuse possible to justify their disbelief. Jesus condemned the attitude of his generation. No matter what he said or did, they took the opposite view. They were cynical and skeptical because he challenged their comfortables, secure; and self-centered lives. John came as a mourner who neither ate nor drank, and he was rejected. Jesus came eating and drinking and they rejected him. Unbelievers are perverse. When they spurn the grace of God, they want everyone to follow in their footsteps and join them in hell. Lustful minds too often would justify their inconsistencies because listening to God may require us to change the way we live.
Tyre and Sidon were ancient cities with long-standing reputation for wickedness that were destroyed by God (Gen. 18-19; Ezek. 27-28). Jesus now says to these cities where he had preached: Bethsaida, Chorazin, and Capernaum who saw him firsthand, and yet they stubbornly refused to repent of their sins and believe in him; that if some of the wickedest cities in the world had seen and heard him, they would have repented. Because these cities in which he preached had rejected him and his message, that they would suffer even greater punishment than that of the wicked cities that did not see Jesus. Similarly, people, nations and cities with Churches on every corner and Bible in every home will have no excuse on judgment day if they do not repent and believe. 

In his prayer Jesus mentions two kinds of people: the “wise” in worldly affairs -arrogant in their own knowledge—and the “babes”—humbly open to receive the truth of God’s Word. Are you wise in your own worldly knowledge of things, or do you seek the truth in childlike faith, realizing that only God holds all the answers? Children are harmless, inoffensive, and not malicious. Believers are to imitate the virtues of a child, shunning the vices of wicked adults whose values mark them off as lacking mortal excellence.
11:27-30. In the Old Testament, “Know” means more than knowledge. It implies intimate relationship. The communion between God the Father and God the Son is the core of their relationship. For anyone else to know God, God must be the one to reveal himself to that person by the Son’s choice. If that be the case, how fortunate we are that Jesus has clearly revealed God to us, as well as his truth and how we can know him.

Believers have a yoke for their necks and crown for their heads. One signifies identification with Jesus Christ in his death and the sufferings attendant thereto; and other signifies participation in Jesus Christ’s glory; when the believers shall wear crowns on their heads and enjoy everlasting blessedness. Becoming a Christian does not deliver anyone from suffering, but such is a light affliction (2Cor. 4:17) compared to the glory that shall be revealed.
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