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God Rebukes and Warns All Ministers of His Gospel

Malachi Chapter 2

In this chapter of the prophecies of Malachi, the priests or ministers are accused of despising God and failing to perform their functions properly. They failed to teach correctly or act in accord with the will of God. They broke the agreement God made with Levi when he was chosen for the sacred office of the priesthood. These priests or ministers corrupted that office, and propagated false beliefs to the people. The externals of faith in God were practiced, but “heart” faith in God was defiled, so that the externals were of no value. In other words, the ministers said one thing, and did the opposite. God’s priority though he had reminded them through his Word and his prophets many times was ignored. The end result of their disobedience was the founding of the religion known as Phariseesm.
How can I find out what is important to God? If this is your question, my friends begin by loving him with all your heart, soul, and might (Deuteronomy 6:5; Exodus 20). If you ask again, what does this mean? Well it means listening to what he says in his Word, that is, in the Bible and then setting your heart, mind, and will on doing what he says. When we love God, his Word is a shining light that guides our daily activities. The priests or ministers in Malachi’s day as what most people who call themselves ministers or Rabbis of the Gospel are doing today, was that they had stopped loving God, and thus they did not know nor care about what he wanted. 
The example we have from Levi was that he “walked with God, and did turn away from iniquity. He was the ancestor of the tribe of Levites, the tribe set apart for service to God (numbers 1:47-54). The Levites became God’s ministers, first in the Tabernacle, then in the Temple. In these verses, God was addressing the priests or ministers who were from this tribe, saying they should listen to the laws he gave their ancestor Levi, and follow his example. If you call yourself a minister of the Gospel, whose laws are you listening to, God’s laws or your own self made laws which of course would be Satan’s?
God was angry at the priests, and today he is angry with most ministers of the Gospel because, though they were to be God’s “messengers,” they did not know God’s Word, and this deliberate lack of knowledge caused them to lead God’s people astray. Their ignorance was willful and inexcusable. Pastors and leaders of God’s people must know God’s Word, what it says, what it means, and how it applies to daily life.  So if you call yourself or see yourself as a minister of the Gospel of God, how much time do you and should you spend in God’s Word if you claim to work for him? 

Now this is what the Lord says about his judgment which will begin in the houses of worship, that is, where his name is proclaimed especially by false ministers and false prophets who pollute his sanctuary and make light of his Word and his name (1 Peter 4:17). If you are one of these ministers who deceive the congregation on the pretext that they serve Him. These warnings are for you to know that God is aware of everything you are doing to deceive people in His Him name for your self interest and self gain, and of the abomination that you commit in his Sanctuary. Again, if you are doing the evil in the house of God, because you hope to take all God’s children to hell with you, I have news for you, false ministers. God has always said that his judgment when it comes which is very imminent, shall pass over His faithful servants as the death of the first born, as in the plagues, the diseases, and the pestilence of Egypt passed over His chosen people that were peculiar to him in Goshen of the land of Egypt (Exodus 12: 12, 13). So, if you fall into one of these categories of ministers, who corrupt the Lord’s Sanctuary, you have been served with a warning, you can repent now and ask God to forgive you and start doing good work for him, or you can wait for the knock on your door by hell itself. Remember everyone ever born will live forever; but the question is where are you going to spend eternity? There are only two places, and it is up to you to choose heaven or the Lake of Fire where the worms do not die (Mark 9:44).
Now if you ask what have I done wrong to deserve going to hell as a person or as one who claims to be a minister of the Gospel of God? In verse 9 of this chapter God gives you a list of what you may have done. Just like the priests of Malachi’s day, most ministers have allowed influential and favored people to break the law. They have become dependent on these people for support that they can no longer afford to confront them when they did wrong. You want to know what you have done wrong, right? In your church are certain people allowed to do wrong without criticism? Have you introduced devils in your church as Holy Spirit to your members who run around in your church deceived to think they have God’s Spirit? How often do you preach against sin calling them by their names? Or do you tell your people that God loves them even when they are actually wallowing in their sins? There should be no double standard based on wealth or position. Our standards as ministers of the Gospel must be those presented in God’s Word. You should know by now that playing favorites is contemptible in God’s sight; for God is not a respecter of persons (James 2:1-9).
Corrupt conduct always springs from the use of corrupt principles. Marriage is the major issue in this passage. Judah is married to a strange god because the people have married pagan women, who have brought their pagan gods into the home and seduced the nation. These pagan wives produced corrupt seeds that are among the people which breed corrupt practices (Isaiah 1:4). Corrupt seeds are children born out of unregenerated wombs or pagan women, that is, women that are marked, also known as marine virgins. Moreover, true marriage is a covenant relationship between a regenerated man and a woman. The third party to the marriage is God, and both the man and the woman going into marriage ought to be regenerated, for the Scriptures warns against being unequally yoked with an unbeliever.  Since marriage is permanent and the Adamic principle of one woman and one man living together is correct, divorce is something God disapproves of and hates.  Divine judgment is rendered against a man or woman who is faithless to the wife or to her husband of his or her youth.
The people were being unfaithful to God, just like America is doing today. Though they were not openly saying they rejected God, but they were living as if he did not exit. Does this sound like what is happening in your country today? I can tell you, that is what America has become which should signal everyone of us that are awake that judgment is ripe for our country. Every married person seemed to want a divorce these days in America for no reason other than for a desire for change, and because of the hardness of their hearts (Matthew 19:8). If you haven’t noticed, look up the statistics on the divorce rate either done or pending in the court houses around the country. Divorce lawyers are really having a field day splitting families for the money. Usually the wife is coarse by her lawyer into accusing the husband of any crime she can think up that is committed under the sun that would make her case to stick, especially for molesting his children, or for being abusive, purposefully to get alimony and or child support. The husband is no longer allowed to say no to his wife, or that this is wrong. The husbands are breaking faith with their wives and ignoring the bonding between a husband and wife that God instills, that two become one person, and his purpose for them raising children who love the Lord, “godly seed.” 
People now act as if they could do anything without being punished, and they wonder why God won’t hear them (Romans 1:2; 1 Timothy 4:2). Husbands and wives breaking faith with each other, ignoring the bonding relationship and spiritual purpose of being united with God. The end result of these is to encourage more men and women to detest marriage and join the gay clubs, debasing themselves and the society as well.  You cannot successfully separate your dealings with God from the rest of your life. God must be Lord of all. “Take heed to your spirit” means to have the same commitment to marriage that God has to his promises with his people. We need passion in the marriage relationship to keep the commitment and intimacy satisfying, but this passion should be focused exclusively on your husband or your wife.
If out of curiosity you ask, where is the God of Judgment? Well you must know that Retributive justice is the punishing or rewarding of the individual according to what he or she deserves. Distributive justice means sharing on the basis of the best interests of society; this form of justice does not derive from the Scriptures. Nor does social justice, which is based upon humanistic egalitarianism. Whatever God does is just, he makes no mistakes as he distributes justice. God rightly condemns those who practice evil and pronounce that what they do is good. It is just for God to reward such appropriately, for they have wearied him by their conduct. 

People tend to ignore the fact that repentance is the only thing that can roll back the judgment of God on any person or people. When a person or nation repents God takes away the judgment pronounced over him or her and or on the people. But as time passes, it will appear as if the prophecies about the judgment and destruction and the coming of the Lord Jesus is delayed or is not true. The people would become discouraged, also known as “falling away,” as we see going on in America today, they would grow complacent about obeying all of God’s laws. This complacency will then gradually lead to blatant sin, such as we see happening today in America and in other nations of the world.
Very soon as God has warned that “America the Beautiful” will soon to become “America the Ugly,” then shall the American people begin to complain about their adverse circumstances when we would have only ourselves to blame. People often try to avoid guilt feelings by shifting the blame. In America it is usually the economy that is blamed or some other political leaders, not realizing that it is our abomination as a people that had brought in those bad leaders to rule over us. However throwing blames around will not solve the problem. When you face problems, look first at yourself. If you changed your attitude or behavior, from doing righteously, would the problem be solved? Not until you have returned to doing things righteously (Ezekiel  3:20, 21). 
Watch the news, and you will see more and more of these unregenerated minds wanting to be leaders to rule over you. These people are empowered to rule by the abomination that is committed in our nation. They rule by introducing evil in the society for people to practice and fall away from the presence of God Almighty. These evil rulers know that God will not stop what we as a people choose to allow by our own self will. If you want God to stop them from ruling over us, you can start by repenting of your sins and by asking him to forgive you. Then will God hear you when you ask him to save your country. Do not forget to let your friends and neighbors know that God will save our country if we would all repent of our waywardness and ask for his forgiveness (Jonah 3: 1-10).
God is getting tired of the way people in our country and around the world are twisting his truths. He would punish those who insisted that, because God is silent, he approved of their actions or at least would never punish them. God would also punish those who casually professed a counterfeit faith while acting sinfully. He or she who has ear to hear should hear, and call to Jesus Christ today to save you and give you eternal life. No sin is too great that he cannot forgive if you would repent and ask him to forgive you today. 
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