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The Sending of the Seventy

Luke Chapter 10

The sending of the seventy indicates the growing numbers of those who followed Jesus.  Luke records this incident for us. Again, we noticed the number seventy which recurs often in Scripture. Seventy elder went with Moses and Aaron to see God’s glory (Ex. 24:1, 9). Seventy were chosen to assist Moses in governing Israel (number 11:24, 25). The Sanhedrin had seventy members. The Septuagint (the Greek version of the Old Testament) was said to have been transmitted by seventy men in seventy days. The last but the least, God created seventy nations, that were divided in the earth after the flood.
These disciples were not unique in their qualifications. They were not better educated, more capable, or of higher status than other followers of Jesus. What happened to them for this mission was their awareness of Jesus power and their vision to reach all people. It was probably their dedication to the Gospel that singled them out and they were picked by the Holy Spirit for the mission. It is important to dedicate our skills to God’s Kingdom, but we must also be equipped with his power and have a clear vision of what he wants us to do. Like soldiers they were not to allow anything to distract them from their mission.  They must go as men of business, business that relates to another world, which they must be intent in, and intent upon, and therefore must not entangle themselves with conversation about secular affairs. They must go as serious men, and men in sorrow. It was the custom of mourners, during the first seven days of their mourning, not to salute any, (Job. 2:13). Jesus Christ was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and it was fit that by this and other signs his messengers should resemble him, and likewise show themselves affected with the calamities of mankind which they came to relieve, and touched with a feeling of them.
These seventy, though they did not attend Jesus so closely and constantly as the twelve did, were nevertheless the constant hearers of his doctrine, and witnesses of his miracles, and believed in him. Those three mentioned in the close of the foregoing chapter might have been of these seventy, if they would have applied themselves in good earnest to their business. These seventy are those of whom Peter speaks as "the men who companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us,’’ and were part of the one hundred and twenty there spoken of, (Acts. 1:15, 21). Many of those that were the companions of the apostles, whom we read of in the Acts and the Epistles, we may suppose, were of these seventy disciples.

Jesus was sending out thirty-five teams of two to reach the multitudes, purposefully, to prepare a number of towns he would visit later. They were not to try to do the job without help; rather, they were to ask God for more workers. It is an honorable thing to do as soon as someone understands the Gospel, to want to go to work immediately contacting unsaved people. However, this story suggests a different approach: that we begin by mobilizing people to pray. And before praying for the unsaved people, pray that other concerned disciples will join you in reaching out to them. Ministers should apply themselves to their work under a deep concern for precious souls, looking upon them as the riches of this world, which ought to be secured for Jesus Christ. They must likewise be concerned that the laborers were so few. The Jewish teachers were indeed many, but they were not laborers; they did not gather in souls to God’s kingdom, but to their own interest and party.

In Christian service, there is no unemployment. God has work enough for everyone. Do not just sit back and watch the others work; pray to Jesus for an assignment and or look for ways to help with the harvest. According to Jesus, he was sending his disciples out “as lambs among wolves.” They would have to be careful, for they would surely meet with opposition. Believers, too, are sent into the world as lambs among wolves. Be alert, and remember to face your enemies, not with aggression, but with love, gentleness and commitment. 
“In the same house remain.” Not shifting from house to house avoided certain problems, as doing so could offend the families who first took them in. So Jesus directed them to stay in one house. The disciples by staying in one house, they did not have to worry continually about getting good accommodations. They could settle down and do their appointed task.

Jesus disciples and all believers were to accept hospitality graciously, because their work entitled them to it. Gospel Ministers and workers deserve to be supported, and it is our responsibility to make sure they have what they need. 
Two things they were ordered to do, the same that Christ did wherever he came: (1) They must heal the sick, heal them in the name of Jesus, which would make people long to see this Jesus, and ready to hear him whose name was so powerful. (2) They must publish the approach of the kingdom of God, its approach to them: "Tell them this, the kingdom of God is come nigh to you, and you now stand fair for an admission into it, if you will but look about you. Now is the day of your visitation, know and understand it.’’ This they must tell the people in any house they entered, whether they were happily received or not.
If you are wondering how you may support the efforts of those who serve God in his Church. First let them have the provision that The Lord had authorized for them in the Scripture (Mal. 3:10). From the tithe offerings you should see that there is meat in God’s house for His workers. Second, see that they are supported emotionally; plan a time to express appreciation for the work they do. Third, lift their spirits with special good surprises from to time. God’s ministers deserve to know believers are giving to them cheerfully and generously.
According to Jesus, disciples in the field are to eat what was put before them—that is, they were to accept hospitality without being picky—and they were to heal the sick. Because of the healings people would be willing to listen to the Gospel. 
12-16. In that day. This refers to the Day of Judgment. Scripture passages indicate that there are to be two judgments. One is the believer’s judgment. The other is the judgment of the great white throne for people who did not accept the gospel of Jesus (Rev. 20:11).  The latter is the one referred to here, for it is the final judgment comparable to that which destroyed Sodom. Sodom was an evil city that God destroyed for its great sinfulness (Gen. 19). The city’s name is often used to symbolize wickedness and immorality. Sodom will suffer at judgment day, but cities who saw the Messiah or heard his message and rejected him will suffer even more.
Jesus Christ pronounces doom on Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum—cities where much of his evangelizing work had been done. They enjoyed greater privileges and opportunities than old Tyre and Sidon. Here Jesus gave the reason supposing that had he gone to Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented. He did come Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, and they did not repent except for a few. Having had the privilege of hearing Jesus Christ, their punishment shall be greater than that pronounced upon Tyre and Sidon who did not hear The Gospel. This greater punishment shall also be the portion of those who heard the Gospel and for personal reasons pretended to believe, but in their heart had rejected the Gospel.
Hell is derived from Greek word hades or haides, meaning “not to be seen,” In other words not a place anyone would want to go.  Hades or Hell is the New Testament equivalent for the Old Testament Sheol. Sheol was thought to be the general abode of the dead, both good and bad. Progressive revelation of the Lord Jesus has added to our knowledge. Hades or Hell in the New Testament means an actual place, and a state of spiritual death itself, as in Acts 2:27-31. When anyone speaks of people “going to hell” it does not mean the state of being dead but the everlasting abode of the wicked dead which is denominated by one of two terms (1) the lake of fire (Rev. 20:15); (2) Gehenna (Matt. 18:9). Hell or Hades is not the eternal abode of the wicked, but the lake of fire is (Rev. 20:14).
Jesus says that whoever that shall have respect for our witness has respect for Him, but whosoever shall not have respect for our witness to them of the Gospel, has no respect for him or His Father. The contempt therefore of God’s law and gospel is the contempt of God himself: He that despises despises God, not man only. Some might possibly make light of the precepts of purity and holiness, because they heard them from men like themselves; but we are let them know that they were God’s commands, and to violate them was no less than to despise God (1 Thess 4:8). For Hell will be the everlasting abode for those who would hear the Gospel and  despise it, and greater punishment in Hell will be for those who pretended to believe but rejected or fought against his Gospel.
17-24. The seventy returned, declaring that their ministry was successful to the extent that even demons were subject to them. Jesus agreed with their words about the demon and stated that he saw Satan fall like a lightening from heaven. The prince of this world is cast out (John 12:31). He repeated and enlarged the commission of the seventy, who now would have power to trample down serpents and not be hurt by scorpions or serpents. Nevertheless, he said that having their names written down in heaven is better and greater than having power over demons. As we see God’s wonders at work in us and through us, we should not loss sight of the greatest wonders of all, which is our heavenly citizenship.
Jesus thanked God that spiritual truth was for everyone, not just the elite. Any of life’s rewards seem to go to the intelligent, the rich, the good-looking, or the powerful, but the Kingdom of God is equally available to all, regardless of position or abilities. We must come to Jesus, not through strength or brains, but through childlike trust. Jesus is not opposed to righteous life pursuits; he is opposed to spiritual pride: being wise in one’s own eyes. Believers should be thankful to God that he has given us all equal access to his throne through Jesus Christ. Believers are to trust in God’s grace, not in their personal qualifications, for our citizenship in the Kingdom of God.
Jesus here refutes the devil’s claim in Luke 4:6, and said that “All things are delivered to me of my Father,” and not only is all that was lost to the devil by humanity shall be recovered, but that his mission was to reveal God the Father to people. Jesus Christ is not inferior to the Father but his work is to defeat all evil on earth. First he defeated sin and death on the cross, and in the final days he will defeat Satan and all evil. (1 Cor . 15:27). His Word brought difficult ideas down to earth. Jesus explained God’s love through parables, teaching, and most of all his life. Examining Jesus’ actions, principles, and attitudes is the only way to understanding God more clearly.
The disciples had a fantastic opportunity; they were eyewitnesses of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Old Testament men of God made many inspired predictions that Jesus fulfilled. As Peter later wrote, they wondered what their words meant and when they would be fulfilled (1 Pet. 1:10-13). Believers are privileged in our position of our knowledge of the Word of God and about Jesus, and access to many excellent Ministers of the Gospel.  We must be careful not take these for granted, because privilege comes with responsibility. The fact that we know so much about Jesus, we must be careful to love him and follow him with all our heart.
27-35. The story of the Good Samaritan as reported by Luke, must be understood within the context in which it was told. An expert in Moses law asked Jesus what he needed to do to inherit eternal life. Jesus said to him, as an expert in Moses’ law, what is the law? He gave the first table of the law love, God with your whole heart, and your neighbor as yourself. Jesus told him that he was alight if he will do what he just recited. But when the lawyer attempted to justify his selfishness, by asking Jesus “who is my neighbor, the answer he already he already knew. Then Jesus added the central thrust of the second table of the law, love your neighbor as yourself, with the parable of the Good Samaritan.
The Jews of Jesus’ day considered only their fellow Jews to be neighbors. When the legal expert who should have known the answer, asked Jesus to tell him who his neighbor was, Jesus gave him the illustration of the Good Samaritan. The Jews who passed by the injured man did nothing, even though the injured man was a Jew. The Samaritan had cared for him. When pressed by Jesus, the Jewish expert in Moses’ law had to admit that the Samaritan loved his neighbor while the Jews did not. In this parable, Jesus did not say that the Samaritan was saved by his good works. Elsewhere he made it plain that salvation is by faith alone, not of good works (John 6:28, 29; Matt. 7:22, 23). However, we learn three principles about loving our neighbor: (1) Lack of love is often easy to justify, even though it is never right; (2) our neighbor is anyone of any race or creed or social background who is in need; and (3) love means acting to meet the need. Wherever you live, there are needy people close by. There is no good rationale for refusing to help.
36-42. The Jesus probably used the Samaritan in his parable because he knew of the deep hatred Jews had for them. Jews saw themselves pure descendants of Abraham, while the Samaritans were a mixed race produced when Jews from Northern kingdom intermarried with other people after Israel’s exile. To this lawyer, the person least likely to act correctly would be the Samaritan. In fact, he could not bear to say “Samaritan” in answer to Jesus question. The lawyer’s attitude betrayed his lack of love, which he had earlier said the Law commands.
Here are two sisters who act quite differently Martha who was busy serving, was distressed because Mary did not help her. Jesus did not blame Martha for being concerned about household chores. He was only asking her to set priorities. In other words, there is a need to maintain a right balance between the life of active service and that of quiet meditation and communion with the Lord. Because it is possible for service to Jesus Christ to degenerate into mere busywork that is no longer full of devotion to God. Serving Jesus a meal was not as important as sitting at his feet and learning what he had to teach.
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