Sabbath Sermon of July 13, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

A Virtuous Woman, Who Can Find Her?

Proverbs Chapter 31

In the past couple of weeks while studying the books of Genesis, we came across in two major instances where the woman appeared to be at the forefront of the events. First, it was the woman in the Garden of Eden, and how she was deceived and then was used by Satan to destroy the pleasant life her family had. But God promised to restore and to give her victory through her seed from God that will crush the head of her enemy.  In another instance in Genesis chapter 6, we came across the daughters of men, that is, daughters born to the evil generation of Cain, who were used by Satan to destroy the Sons of God, that is, of the godly generations of Seth. 

Now does it mean that women are totally evil, No! Because there are as much evil men around than there are evil women. Therefore, this sermon is dedicated to the “virtuous women.” God in the Bible speaks of the “virtuous woman.”  Who is she, and how can we know a virtuous woman? How does God in His Word describe a virtuous woman? What are the traits that make a virtuous woman in God’s eyes? Is it her daily Bible study, faithful prayers, gift of the Holy Spirit and regular devotional times? These are valuable aspects of every Christian man and woman. However, in Proverbs 31, God devotes almost the entire chapter to describe how we can know the virtuous woman. God in this chapter describes the favorable traits that a virtuous woman possesses.
The book of Proverbs has a lot to say about women. How fitting that the book ends with a picture of one who is most “excellent of them all,” a woman of strong character, great wisdom, many skills, and a great compassion. In the following verses we would see that contrary to what some people who are mistaken in their idea that the ideal woman in the Bible is retiring, servile, and entirely domestic, the virtuous woman is an excellent wife and mother. She is also a manufacturer, importer, manager, realtor, farmer, seamstress, upholster, and merchant. However, her strength and dignity do not come from her amazing achievements. They are the result of her reverence for God. In our society where physical appearance counts for so much, it may surprise us to realize that her appearance is never mentioned. Her attractiveness comes entirely from her character. 
In verse 10 the question is, “Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price is far above rubies. A capable, intelligent and virtuous woman, who is he who can find her? She is far more precious than jewels, and her value is far above rubies or pearls. Charm and grace are deceptive, and beauty is vain [because it is not lasting], but a woman who reverently and worshipfully fears the Lord, she shall be praised! Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates of the city! A Virtuous Woman cannot attain that distinction by what she does or says, nor is it a birthright. She walks in the righteousness of Jesus Christ because of four simple beliefs:


1.  She was a sinner who could not save herself
2.  Jesus Christ has already provided the way of salvation
3.  She had to repent of her sins, confess them and forsake them

     4.  Accept Jesus as Lord by faith
For those men who are married, would you say thank God that you found your wife? I would gladly say thank God that I found mine. Of course, finding my wife was an answered prayer. I would say that she was the easiest person I have ever witnessed to, because all I did was explain to her my faith in Jesus Christ, and she accepted to go with me to the church service. According to her she had on several occasions dreamt about accepting Jesus Christ and the true worship of God before we met. In other words, the Lord was already preparing her for his work before I ever came along. But she did not know what to do having been born into a Roman Catholic faith, and had been taught to pray to Mary instead of Jesus Christ.  
Today her worth has consistently proven to be too far above rubies, because the Lord has favored her and has anointed her a prophet. So, I would describe my wife as “priceless.” I consider her to be a woman of God after God’s own heart. I would readily describe her as an example of the admirable traits that God lists in the verses in the Bible:

11. “Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value.” A virtuous woman inspires absolute confidence in her husband.  He can “safely trust in her.” She is not impetuous, scatterbrained, or unpredictable. Rather, she can be trusted. Her husband can be confident in her. She will never deliberately let him down. The husband of a biblical, virtuous woman “lacks nothing of value”. That is illustrated by some of her remarkable traits in the succeeding verses:
12. “She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life”.

A virtuous woman brings her husband good; she is not a “liberated” woman as defined by modern feminists.  She is God-fearing, a woman of God, and also very much husband and family-oriented.  And these are seen through this chapter as positive traits. A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband (Proverbs 12 verse 4). She brings him good. There does seem to be biblical wisdom in the modern-day axiom that behind every good man stands a good woman.” She is an asset to her husband. She will never intentionally bring harm his way. But when a good man is married to a bad wife, his peace of mind and public reputation can be damaged by such a woman. Yet he is bound by oath until death parts them. Conversely, let those who marry consider the matter carefully, lest they marry in haste and repent at leisure. 
13. “She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands.” This godly woman is skilled and capable in working with fabric. The modern counterpart would be skilled in things like quilting and sewing. Observe, that “she works.” There is no hint of laziness in this woman who is praised by God. She works willingly with her hands. She is “willing to get her hands dirty”, as the old saying goes. She is no diva, no prima donna! She is a woman of God, and she is not above manual work.

14. “She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar.”  She understands that the duties of a wife and mother include ensuring that her family is well fed. A virtuous, biblical woman, if I may say, will excel in this area. She will not only go about to learn the necessary cooking skills, but she will study sound nutrition and will ensure that her family is fed nutritiously, not with a high proportion of out-of-the-box junk food.

15. “She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls.” The virtuous woman, this praiseworthy woman of God, is not given to “sleeping in” in the mornings. No! Rather, she is up before dawn to make sure that her household is well fed. Although my wife worked outside the home in the health profession, but I cannot recall a single instance during our child-raising years when my wife did not make sure myself and the children had food in the house while she was gone. Knowing that her job would always require that she spend long hours outside the home sometimes, she acquired enough food storage freezers for storing the necessary foods to make sure the family had food in the house at all times.
16. “She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard.”A virtuous woman is no wimp. She has the intelligence and business sense to evaluate a piece of property and to buy it. She has her own “earnings”, with which she buys the field and plants a vineyard. You must have an experience you can share in which your wife or your mother accomplished something of the nature described in this passage.
17. “She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks.” Virtuous women are not afraid of physical work. I recall how my wife created and worked the garden in our backyard and around the house. The lifting and dumping of good topsoil in the garden, before planting fruit trees in the garden. It was all her idea and the much work she put into it. Today those tree are still bearing fruits, of apples, peaches, pears, grapes etc. In addition to working around the house, she works ten hours a day at her job as nurse practitioner
18. “She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night.” Like the virtuous woman of the Bible, many modern women have their own home based businesses. In verse 19 and 23, the woman in Proverbs 31 seems to have been a seamstress who sold garments and sashes. She apparently did her business well, working well into the evening, because “her trading was profitable.’

19. “In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers.”  Virtuous women learn domestic skills. My beloved mother and my mother in-law were all seamstresses. My mother in-law’s husband had died and left her with five children at home. Her skills at making clothing were essential to keeping her children well clothed.  Even today at almost 80 years old, she is still designing clothing in her free time.
20. “She opens her arms to the poor and extends her hands to the needy.” Her home-based skills have earned her profitable income. She is ever willing to share this blessing with the poor and needy, and she will never turn a hungry person away from her door.
21. “When it snows, she has no fear for her house whole; for all of them are clothed in scarlet.” The godly woman is fully aware of the priority of her family in her life over other things that might sidetrack her from her domestic responsibilities. She is an excellent illustration of the charge to younger women in Titus 2 verse 5 to be “busy at home.”
22. “She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed in find linen and purple.” Not only do the skills of this woman of God earn her an income from the merchants, she also makes sure that her own home’s needs are well cared for. The bed covering referred to here could be similar to the quilts that many other women so painstakingly create. The Proverbs 31 woman does not neglect her own appearance. She uses her skills to provide attractive clothing for herself. She dresses modestly; she is not seductive in her appearance. When she walks, she walks majestically. Whose adorning is not that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel, but even more important are her attitude and spirit. The true beauty of a virtuous woman is inside.
23. “Her husband is respected at the city gate, where he takes his seat among the elders of the land.” The admirable traits of a good wife can secure respect for her husband as well. Here the God-approved division of responsibilities. She was at home, caring for her home and family. He was in a place of respect at the city gates among the elders of the land. The city gates are where much ancient commerce was conducted. So it is not unreasonable to surmise that the husband was conducting his business affairs there.

24. “She makes linen garments and sells them, and supplies the merchants with sashes.” Already mentioned earlier, this woman of God seems to have had a home-based business. The surrounding verses make it clear, though that she did not do this at the expense of the well-being of her household.
25. “She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come.” The virtuous woman has a sense of dignity. She is not frivolous or embarrassing in her conduct.” She looks to the future and makes sure that her household is well supplied, so that she can “laugh at the days to come.” She does not listen to worldly people are saying, instead she listen to what God is saying.
26. “She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.” This godly woman speaks with wisdom. The virtuous woman will offer faithful instruction. The context of the surrounding verses places the location of this instruction in her home. The virtuous woman would faithfully instruct their children in character issues, domestic responsibilities, social graces, and much, much more. 
27. “She watches over the affairs of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness.” The Bible defines the husband as the head of the home (1 Timothy 3 verses 4 to 5; 1st Corinthians 11 verse 3). However, his daytime responsibilities are mostly outside the home, at “the city gates.”  The wife-and-mother is at home, as this chapter clearly indicates. So it is her daily responsibility not this husband’s to watch over the affairs of her household. This is consistent with the apostate Paul’s counsel to the younger widows to “marry, to have children, to manage their homes” (1 Timothy 5 verse 14. The virtuous woman “does not eat the bread of idleness.” To this day I marvel at my wife’s energy and drive to maintain a nice, orderly home. “Idleness” is a word that is alien to her!
28. “Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her. Children raised by an involved, dedicated, loving, at home mom rarely grow up feeling estranged from her. Rather, they bless her!

In contrast to the favored traits of a “virtuous woman” we have a worldly liberated woman. She can insult, manipulate, nag, reject, lie and gossip, all with a sweet smile on her face. But as the book of Proverbs states, a woman can tear down her house with her own hands, the same is true with her tongue. She can tear down a good friend, or a man, quicker with her tongue than with anything else. But for the woman of God, her speech is to be used to encourage and build up, to correct and set straight, to speak well of others, and to point people to Jesus Christ. 
There is no better teaching on the tongue than the book of James. Although James wrote his book to the children of Israel many centuries ago, the truths are still applicable today, even for Christian women. Perhaps the best picture of the power of the tongue is the tiny rudder that directs a huge ship through fierce winds (James 3 verses 4 to 6).  Though the tongue is a tiny part of the body, it can turn a circumstance either for good or bad.

A woman holds the power of life and death in her words, even if she isn't aware of it. With her mouth she can either turn a fallen believer to repentance or help push them over the condemnation cliff. She can help mend a broken relationship or shatter it forever. She can bless her way out of a tough circumstance or she can curse her way into a pit of loneliness and depression.

Proverbs states that it is better for a man to live alone in the wilderness than to live with a contentious, arguable or divisive woman (Proverbs 27 verse 15).  At least when the night falls in the wilderness, he can escape the heat of the sun. But a contentious woman finds pleasure in blasting whoever is within earshot. No one in her presence can escape her verbal wrath.
Women are awfully unaware how much God loves them. The fact that they are special to him, because the woman is blessed by God with a lot of gifts purposefully, for bringing forth and raising his children. God did not create woman to drive others away from her. He created her to be a helper suitable, to be cherished and to be loved; she is priceless in the eyes of God.  However, looking at what the devil has done with the lives of so many women in the world, you will come to realize how much Satan hated them because of their place in God’s heart. Satan has been after destroying the woman from way back in the Garden of Eden. For this and other reasons, every Christian woman must watch how she speaks, choosing her words carefully. Speaking is a form of communication that God gave to mankind.  It is a blessing to be able to communicate through words, whether they are spoken, written, or signed. But words are to be treated like a valuable resource, just like time or money.  They should be spent with wisdom and forethought, with the purpose of building up the lives of those she loves. This is the true evidence of the presence of Jesus Christ in her life. Proverbs is very practical for our day because it shows us how to become wise, make good decisions, and live according to God’s ideal.
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