Sabbath Sermon of January 5th, 2019.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Do You Know Why You Believe in Jesus?
John Chapter 6:25-71
If someone were to ask you to help them understand the most important thing that God Almighty would want them to do with their life that will make Him their real Father (John 1:12), as a Christian what would be the first thing that should come to mind? Some would say the answer is very simple, others would say, the answer of course, is in plain sight. But we ask yet again, if you know what isthe most important thing in God Almighty’s plan for your life? If you are puzzled about what God Almighty wants you to do. You should know that the most important thing God Almighty wants for everyone’s life is that they do the work of God Almighty. 
If you ask, “What that means?” It means that you must believe in whom God Almighty sent, with the understanding that satisfying God Almighty does not come from the work you do but from whom you believe. Therefore, the first step is accepting that Jesus is the LORD, and that he is who he claims to be, the Son of God Almighty, your Savior and the only way to God Almighty. Until you can do this from the bottom of your heart, you will never find your way or understand the purpose of life.
Now that you know how to and whyyou must do the work of God Almighty, if it isthe truth why you believed, are you willing to confess your work to others? Because the people in this passage of our study went everywhere looking for Jesus, not because they wanted to do the work of God Almighty, or believe themiracles they saw which proves Jesus to be the Son of God Almighty, but because they got fedproperly. 
Many people pretend to believe hoping to gain prestige, comfort or even votes, or get what they want. But those are self-centered motives. For example, in America every politician during elections will claim to be Christian for the votes, not that they truly believe in Jesus for “By their fruits ye shall know them” (Matthew 7:16). True believers follow Jesus Christ simply because they know his way is the way to live.
15-26. It appearsthe crowd were looking for Jesus hoping to forcibly make him King. Then they would not have to work by the sweat of their brows to get food, because he will be making miracles so there will be bread everywhere for them to eat and be full, so they thought. Their carnality was the impetus of this notion, plus their desire to be delivered from the yoke of the Romans oppression. The Romans were the instrument of judgment for their abominable sins against God Almighty’s Law. It was revolution zeal that prompted this effort to make Jesus a King. They were determined to do it whether Jesus wanted to be King or not. In his humility and self-denial, he withdraw himself to be by himselfwhile they searched their designs.
When Jesus was ready to expose their selfish motives, the real reason they were looking for him, he said to them, “Labor not for the meat that perishes,” that is, you are not to make the concern of this present life your chief care and pursuit. Rather, you are to labor for the meat that has to do with the soul. Jesus takes their concern for the bodily aspect of life and turns their attention to the spiritual side of life, that is, the necessity to care for the soul, which does not perish as the body does. They could not understand that if they would do the work of God Almighty, and obey his commands, then will the oppressor go away, and they will realize true liberty and freedom. 
30-34. Jesus had just fed five thousand people. Following this event he spoke to the people about the food that endures to eternal life. They asked for a sign that thy might see and believe. But they did not realize that we see after we believe, not before. It is like someone who would like toexperience a miracle healing without first believing in Jesus Christ. In other words, you must first believe with all your heart that Jesus is the Son of God Almighty, and the only way to the Father, then will you begin to experience the miracles of Jesus Christ. It should be understood by all that God Almighty would have no relationship as a Father with anyone who will not believe that Jesus is His Son and his Equal (John 1:12; Micah 5:2). In this passage, the people reversed the divine order. They wanted to see first and then believe. This is indicative of the old problem of faith and reason. My friends, you should have by now realized that faith precedes reason. Again, faith in Jesus the Son of God Almighty will make you reason correctly.
35-52. Bread is not a type of Jesus Christ, actually it is used figuratively to illustrate that Jesus is life to the believer as bread is to physical life. “I am the bread of life is to be taken no more literally than the words” “I am the door, or “I am the vine.” It is true that Jesus is not a physical bread, or a door, nor a vine, but it is true, however, that whoever comes to Jesus as the bread of life, the door the Father, will find his spiritual hunger cared for and his or her heart’s needs fully met. 
We observe here why the Jews were dis-concerted or distressed with the words of Jesus concerning his descent from heaven. It was not only that they could not understand his words because of their unbelief, but it was also the fact that they knew Jesus as the son of Mary and Joseph, and the family itself was certainly not notable. This was also at the root of their unbelief. They probably may have heard of angels coming down from heaven, but never of a man doing so. 
Again, due to their unbelief they refused to accept the proofs Jesus gave them of his Messiahship; so they were left in the dark where they chose to stay. If your mindset is to set Jesus Christ on the level with all the sons of men thereby denying his deity and salvation work, you will never understand his words. To understand every word of Jesus that is either spoken to you, his words you read, or were read to you, require that first you believe he is who he says he is, the Son of God Almighty, and the only way to God Almighty 

Jesus said he would not lose even one person that the Father had given him. If we may ask you, will God Almighty the Father bring you to Jesus? If you claim to be a Christian, did God Almighty bring you or you invited yourself? If you don’t know which applies to you as a member of his Congregation, my friends, it is about time you made a sincere commitment.To believe in Jesus Christ as Savior is secure in God Almighty’s promise of eternal life. Jesus Christ will not let his people be overcome by Satan and lose their salvation (John 17:12; Philippians 1:6).

Those who put their faith in Jesus Christ will be resurrected from physical death to eternal life with God Almighty when Jesus Christ returns again (1 Corinthians 15:52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16). The religious leaders grumbled because they could not accept Jesus’ claim of divinity. They refused to believe he was the son of God Almighty, and they could not tolerate his message. Even in our time, many people reject Jesus Christ because they say they cannot believe he is the Son of God Almighty. Islam teach that God has no son, but where has God Almighty said he has no son in the volume of his book, the Holy Bible. Instead, we find that in God Almighty volumes in the Bible, God Speaks about his Son from Genesis to Revelation. The truth about what they have against Jesus, is the claims he makes for their loyalty and obedience, those are the things they cannot accept. To protect themselves from the message, they deny the message.
44-52. It is God Almighty, not man who plays the most active role in salvation. When someone chooses to believe in Jesus Christ as Savior, he or she does so only in response to the urging of God Almighty’s Holy Spirit. God Almighty speaks to the heart of the person, then the person decides whether or not to believe. Thus no one can believe or come to Jesus without God Almighty’s help (John 6:41-51).
“We are taught by God Almighty.” Here Jesus alludes to an Old Testament view of the messianic Kingdom in which all people are taught directly by God Almighty (Isaiah 54:13; Jeremiah 31:31-34). Jesus was stressing the importance of not merely hearing, but learning and doing the Word of God you have learned and heard. Then we are to continue to believe; we do not merely believe once, but we must believe and continue to trust the LORD Jesus to bring us safely home to the Father.
53-59. “Except you eat the flesh of the Son of man” He that eateth of this bread shall live forever.” Again, Jesus is not speaking of a literal eating of his flesh. What he says is a figure of speech designed to teach a great spiritual truth in physical terms. The LORD’s Supper was not yet instituted, so it does not refer to that. Therefore, this is a spiritual eating and drinking in which we unite ourselves with Jesus Christ in his death; the sacrifice of his flesh, and resurrection and by devoting ourselves to living as he requires, depending on his teachings for guidance and trusting in the Holy Spirit for power.
Jesus did not proclaim his doctrine in a corner or in secret (Matthew 10:27). He taught openly in the synagogue, where the religious leaders had every opportunity to hear him and to gauge the truth of what he said. Many of Jesus’ disciples, that is, those beyond the smaller select group, were offended by what Jesus said about eating his flesh. Because of their unbelief and lack of understanding of what was said, they thought in terms of cannibalism; it was hard saying for them to accept. If those words were to be spoken today, we have no doubt it would be misunderstood by this generation as well for the same reason the people then did not understand. But because they thought they found in Jesus words, the excuse they were looking for, to justify their unbelief in Jesus’ teaching, they did not want to understand by asking Jesus to explain. They chose not to ask questions of what he meant that they may understand, and for their eyes to be opened to the truth beneath the words.
No doubt, Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who would believe on him and who would not. Of course, he knew who would betray him. Jesus could infallibly distinguish between those whose love was counterfeit and those whose love was real. Jesus knew who all of those whom the Father had given him, past, present and future. Can you tell were you are on the list of those God Almighty gave, has given and will give to Jesus?
“To whom shall we go?” Peter acting as the spokesman for the twelve, made it clear that if Jesus was not their choice, they had no other alternative. If Jesus could not save them, then no one and nothing else could do it. Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, and no one comes to the Father but by him (John 14:6). If you are reading this message, and you insist on not believing that Jesus is the Son of God and the only way to God Almighty, we want you to know that your unbelief could not annul what God Almighty has said nor lead God Almighty to be unfaithful to Himself or his promises. One thing is certain that if you die without Jesus, you will spend eternity in hell (Mark 9:44-50).
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