Sabbath Sermon of January 5, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Ministry of Jesus Christ in Samaria

John Chapter 4

John tells us here in this chapter that The Lord Jesus goes to Sychar after he learned that the Pharisees thought that He and his disciples were baptizing more people than John the Baptist, purposefully to in instill the spirit of competition between them. Already opposition was rising against Jesus especially from the Pharisees. They resented Jesus’ popularity as well as his message, which challenged much of their teachings. Because Jesus was just beginning his ministry, it wasn’t yet time to confront these religious leaders openly; so Jesus left Judah travelling north toward Galilee, and passing through Samaria and the region near the parcel of land that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. On this land was the Jacob well, and Jesus appearing to be exhausted from his journey stopped there at the well to rest, and it was about noon time.
4-9. This village of Sychar is know today as Askar. It is located on the east slope of Mount Ebal, not far from Mount Gerazim. They had set up an alternative center for worship on Mount Gerazim to parallel the Temple at Jerusalem. The Samaritan Passover was held on Mount Gerazim each year near the ruins of the temple. But the Samaritans probably worshipped regularly at the foot of Gerazim near Shechem. The Samaritans’ temple on Mount Garazim had been torn down 150 years earlier by John Hyrcanus in 128 B.C. The Jews did everything they could to avoid travelling through Samaria. But Jesus had no reason to live by such cultural restrictions. The route through Samaria was shorter, and that was the route he took 
The Samaritans were a numerous people in Jesus day. The Jews did not associate with them and hated them. They were a mixed breed of the union of Jews and with Assyrians. After the fall of Samaria in 722 B.C., the land of the Northern Kingdom was repopulated by Gentiles from the Assyrian Empire. They intermarried with Jews and formed the Samaritans. The Jews of Jesus’ day did not regard them as their neighbors, that is why Jesus gave the illustration of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10 verse 30). The Scribes and the Pharisees suspected, Jesus of being treasonous because he ministered to Samaritans.
This woman was a Samaritan, a member of the hated mixed people. She was known to be living in sin, and was in a public place. No respectable Jewish man would talk to a woman under such circumstances. But Jesus did. The Gospel is for every person, no matter what his or her background, social position, or past sins. We must be prepared to share this Gospel at any time in any place. Jesus crossed all barriers to share the Gospel, and we who follow him must do no less.
10-19. “The living water,” it is what Jesus gives. In the Old Testament, many verses speak of thirsting after God as one thirsts for water (Psalm 42 verse 1; Isaiah. 55 verse 1; Jeremiah 2 verse 13; Zechariah. 13 verse 1). God is called the fountain of life (Psalm 36 verse 9) and the fountain of living waters (Jeremiah 17 verse 13). In saying he would bring living water that could forever quench one’s thirst for God, Jesus was claiming to be the Messiah. Only the Messiah could give this gift that satisfies the soul’s desire.
Many spiritual functions parallel physical functions. As our bodies hunger and thirst, so do our souls. But our souls need spiritual food and water. The woman confused that two kinds of water perhaps because no one had ever talked with her about her spiritual hunger and thirst before. We would not think of depriving our bodies of food and water when they hunger or thirst. Why then should we deprive our souls? The living Word. Jesus Christ, and the written Word, the Bible, can satisfy our hungry and thirsty souls.
The woman mistakenly believed that if she received the water Jesus offered, she would not have to return to the well each day. She was interested in Jesus’ message because she thought it could make her life easier. But if that were always the case, people would accept Jesus Christ’s message for the wrong reasons. Jesus Christ did not come to take away challenges, but to change us on the inside and to empower us to deal with problems from God’s perspective.
The woman did not immediately understand what Jesus was talking about, It takes time to accept something that changes the very foundations of your life. Jesus allowed the woman time to ask questions and put the pieces together for herself. Sharing the Gospel does not always have immediate results. When you ask people to let Jesus change their lives, give them time to weigh the matter, and for the Holy Spirit to do his work them.

The Samaritan woman as the well was sinful. She knew about the Messiah and believed he would come; Jesus did not hesitate to indentify himself as the one she was looking for. Like Andrew and Philip, she received Jesus Christ and went back to the village to tell the world about Jesus. The upshot of the incident was that “many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, “He told me all that ever I did.” This woman on discovering that Jesus knew all about her private life, she quickly changed the subject. Often people become uncomfortable when the conversation is too close to home, and they try to change the subject. As we witness we should gently guide the conversation back to Jesus Christ. His presence reveals sin and makes people squirm and turn, but only Jesus can forgive the sins and give new life.
20-27. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain and ye, meaning Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where people should worship. Her question was a smoke screen to keep Jesus away from her deepest need.  But Jesus said to her, this is the reason I have come to change all that; now the time has come when you do not have to go to Jerusalem to worship God, because God will be everywhere and reachable by all those who will seek him. In other words, the location of worship is not nearly as important as the attitude of the worshippers. “God is a Spirit” means he is not a physical being limited to one place. He is present everywhere and he can be worshipped anywhere, anytime. It is not where we worship that counts, but how we worship. God requires two responses from all believers (1) we are to worship him in spirit and in truth, and (2) we are required to glorify him in our lives and conducts. He has created and redeemed us so that these requirements are met when “you give him first place in your life and live as he wants you to (Matthew 6 verse 33). To have a real and genuine worship, you must have the Holy Spirit help. The Holy Spirit helps us worship. The Holy Spirit prays for us (Romans 8 verse 26), teaches us the words of Jesus Christ (John 14 verse 26), and tells us we are loved (Romans 5 verse 5).
When Jesus said, “Salvation is of the Jews,” he meant that the message of salvation as it is presented to the Jews by the Messiah would the world find salvation. God promised that through Abraham’s seed the whole earth would be blessed (Genesis 12 verse 3). The Old Testament prophets called the Israelites to be a light to the other nations of the world, bringing them to the knowledge of God and they predicted the Messiah’s coming. The woman at the well knew of these passages and was expecting the Messiah, but she didn’t realize she was talking to him! First, as to the present state of the controversy, Jesus determines against the Samaritan worship. He tells here, that the Samaritans were certainly in the wrong; not merely because they worshipped in this mountain, though, while Jerusalem’s choice was in force, that was sinful, but because they were out of line in the object of their worship. If the worship itself had been as it should have been, its separation from Jerusalem might have been connived at, as the high places were in the best reigns: But you worship you know not what, or that which you do not know. They worshipped the God of Israel, the true God (Ezra 4 verse 2; 2nd Kings 17 verse 32); but they were sunk into gross ignorance; they worshipped him as the God of that land (2nd Kings 17 verses 27, 33 ), as a local deity, like the gods of the nations, whereas God must be served as God, as the universal cause and Lord. Ignorance is so far from being the mother of devotion that it is the murderer of it. Those that worship God ignorantly offer the blind for sacrifice, and it is the sacrifice of fools
28-34. Upon coming to Jesus for salvation, this immoral woman immediately becomes a witness, and her heart is moved to share her faith with her friends, and neighbors, not just that they would rejoice with her, but that they would come to know Jesus Christ. She says that Jesus told her all things about herself; especially that she was a sinner and needed a savior. As a result of her witness, the crowd went out to see and talk with Jesus. The “meat” about which Jesus was speaking was his spiritual nourishment. It includes more than the study of the Scripture, prayer, and attending church. Spiritual nourishment also comes from doing God’s will and helping to bring his work of salvation to completion. We are nourished not only by what we take in, but also by what we give out for God to which Jesus referred to as completing his work on earth (John 17 verse 4). Sometimes Christians excuse themselves from witnessing by saying their family or friends aren’t ready to believe. Jesus, however, makes it clear that around us a continual harvest waits to be reaped. Let not Jesus find us making excuses. Believers should always look around themselves, because they will find people ready to hear God’s Word.
35-38. Jesus’ followers were, as yet, immature believers who had much to learn. They wanted to wait between the time the barley speds were planted and the reaping, which would come four months later, in the meantime, they would eat and drink. Jesus enlightened them by using a material fact as an illustration of a spiritual truth: the fields are already ripe unto harvest, souls out there are perishing, not in some far-off land but right where you are. Jesus disciples had not sowed the seed, all they needed to do was harvest the crop. The wages Jesus offers are the joy of working for him and seeing the harvest of believers. These wages come to sower and reaper alike, because both find joy in seeing new believers come into Jesus Christ’s Kingdom. The phrase “other men labored,” appears to refer to the Old Testament prophets and John the Baptist, who paved the way for the Gospel
39-45. Who can despise the day of small things? A single, very wicked Samaritan woman starts a revival of true worship. Despite her reputation, many Samaritans believed on Jesus because of her testimony. As a result of her witness, Jesus spends two days in Samaria and multitudes got converted. They bear witness that the woman’s testimony inspired them to believe; faith came when they met and talked with the Savior himself. Perhaps there are sins in our past of which we are ashamed. But Jesus Christ changes us. As people see these changes, they become curious. Believers use these opportunities to introduce them to Jesus Christ.
46-53.  John also reports the healing of the nobleman’s son, which is the second miracle he was to perform. This nobleman was probably an officer in Herod’s service. He had walked 20 miles to see Jesus, although some would say he had legal authority over Jesus. The noble man said, “Come.” And Jesus said, “Go” That was all that was needed. The Master could heal from a distance without even the laying on of hands. This miracle was more than a favor to one official; it was a sign to all people. John Gospel was written to all mankind to urge faith in Jesus Christ. We see here that a government official had faith that Jesus could do what he claimed. He believed; then he saw with his own eyes. The official not only believed Jesus could heal; he also obeyed Jesus by returning home, walking another 20 miles, thus demonstrating his faith. It is not enough for us to say we believed Jesus can take care of our problems. We as believers need to act as if he can. When you pray about a need or problem, live as though you believe Jesus has already done what he said he would do.
Jesus miracles were not mere illusions, the product of wishful thinking. Althouhg the official’s son was 20 miles away, he was healed when Jesus spoke the word. Distance was no problem because Jesus Christ has mastery over space and time. We never put so much space between ourselves and Jesus Christ that he can no longer help us. Observing how the nobleman’s faith grew is very exciting. First he believed enough to ask Jesus to help his son. Second, he believed Jesus’ assurance that his son would live, and he acted on it. Third, he and his whole house believed in Jesus. Faith is a gift that grows as we use it.
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