Sabbath Sermon of January 4, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jacob Steals His Brother’s Blessing

Genesis Chapter 27

In the beginning of this chapter we read that it came to pass when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so he could not see. Apparently he suffered either from cataracts or glaucoma, both of which are common to that area of the world today. For Esau, though married, had not yet moved out of the family house; and, though he had greatly grieved his parents by his marriages, yet they had not expelled him, but it seems they were pretty well reconciled to him, and made the best of it. Parents that are justly offended at their children yet must not be implacable towards them. Isaac tells Esau upon what considerations he resolved to do this now. "I am old, and therefore must die shortly, yet I know not the day of my death, nor when I must die; I will therefore do that at this time which must be done some time.’’ The consideration of the uncertainty of the time of our departure out of the world, about which God has wisely kept us in the dark, should quicken us to do the work of the day in its day. The heart and the house should both be set, and kept, in order, because at such an hour as we think not the son of man comes; because we know not the day of our death, we are to be concerned to mind the business of life, especially the work of God in turning people to righteousness.
4-11. “That my soul may bless thee.” It was Isaac’s intention to give Esau the blessing which belonged to the firstborn. Whether he did not know of the stolen birthright or disregarded what had happened earlier we do not know. When Esau came for his blessing he knew that Jacob had received what he wanted even though he had despised it previously. When Rebekah learned that Isaac was preparing to bless Esau, she quickly devised a plan to trick him into blessing Jacob instead. We note here that although God had already told her that Jacob would become the family leader, just as Sarah did with Abraham, Rebekah took matters into her own hands. She resorted to doing something wrong to try to bring about what God had already said would happen. For Rebekah, the end justified the means. No matter how good we thing our goals are, we should not attempt to achieve them unjustly. Stop and ask yourself this question, would God approve of the methods I am using to accomplish my goal?
How we react to a moral dilemma often exposes our real motives. Frequently we are more worried about getting caught than about doing what is right. Jacob did not seem concerned about the deceitfulness of his mother’s plan; instead he was afraid of getting in trouble while carrying it out. If you are worried about getting caught, you are probably in a position that is less than honest. Let your fear of getting caught be a warning to do right. Jacob paid a high price for carrying out his dishonest plan with the help of his mother.

11-18. Jacob hesitated when he heard Rebekah’s deceitful plan. Although he questioned it for the wrong reason, for fear of getting caught, he protested and thus gave his mother one last chance to reconsider. But Rebekah had become so wrapped up in her plan that she no longer saw clearly what she was doing. Sin had trapped her and was degrading her character. Correcting yourself in the middle of doing wrong can bring hurt and disappointment, but it also brings freedom from sin’s control.
 “Upon me be thy curse,” Rebekah was false to her marriage vows when she put her son Jacob before her husband Isaac. She could have honorably reasoned with Isaac, and reminded him of God’s promise that in Jacob should thy seed be called. Rather, she planned the deceit and broke still another commandment: “Cursed be he that makedth the blind to wander out of the way” (Deut. 17:18). This applied to Isaac, whose sight was gone. Some have said that of this incident,”that God left Rebekah to herself, to take this indirect course, that he might have the glory of bringing good out of evil, and of serving his own purpose by the sins and follies of people, and that we might have the satisfaction of knowing that, though there is much wickedness and deceit in the world, God governs it according to his will, to his own praise.” 

But there is one point on which we should anxiously be on our guard; it is that of “tempting God.” We do so tempt the Lord when, listening to our own inclinations, we put once more to the question that which He has already clearly settled. Where God has decided, never let us doubt, nor lag behind. But if anything might be described as clearly settled by God, it was, surely, the calling of Jacob and the rejection of Esau. It had been expressly foretold in prophecy even before the children were born; and Esau had also afterwards proved himself wholly unfit to be the heir of the promise, first by his light-minded profanity, and next by his alliance with the Canaanites, than which nothing could have more directly run counter to the will of God, and to the purpose of the covenant.
19-35. But what we see here from Rebekah’s actions is typical to some of the judgments made by women in the Bible in error to try to obtain the blessing promised by God. Rebekah and Jacob deceived Isaac. Long before this happened, Esau had already sold the birthright (Genesis 25:27-34) and God could and would have worked out the solution without any deception. One of the consequences of Jacob’s deception was his exile and the fact that he never saw his mother again. Only God’s will done God’s way brings God’s blessing. Faith is the only true remedy; faith, which leaves God to carry out His own purposes, content to trust Him absolutely, and to follow Him whithersoever he leaded. For God’s way is never through the thicket of human cunning and devices, “He that believeth shall not make haste;” nor need he or she, for God will do it all for him or her.
Although with what shame and remorse we can readily imagine, the blessing Jacob wanted which he got by deceiving his father, cost him dearly. These are some of the consequences of that deceit which include the fact that he never say his mother again, his brother wanted to kill him; he was deceived by his uncle, Laban; his family became torn by strife; Esau became the founder of the enemy nation; he was exiled from his family for years. Ironically, Jacob would have received the birthright and blessing anyway. Imagine how different his live would have been had he and his mother allowed God to do things his way in his time.

If you ask why couldn’t Isaac take back the blessing from Jacob when he found out that he had been deceived? Well beside the fact that Isaac was in covenant with God, but in ancient times, a person’s word was binding much like a written contact today, especially when it was a formal oath. This is why Isaac’s blessing was irrevocable. This was the more reason Isaac trembled very exceedingly, thinking peradventure an imposter had stolen the blessing main for the first son of his family. But he later saw the finger of God, who had averted the danger which his own weakness had caused. Thus, while all parties in the transaction had been in error and sin, God brought about His own purpose, and Isaac recognized this fact. Now for the first time also, Esau obtained a glimpse of what he had really lost. 
Before his father Abraham died, he performed a ceremony of blessing, in which he officially handed over the birthright to the rightful heir. Although the first born was entitled to the birthright, it was not actually his until the blessing was pronounced. However, before the blessing was given, the father could take the birthright away from the oldest son and give it to a more deserving son. But after the blessing was given the birthright could no longer be taken away. This is why fathers usually waited until late in life to pronounce the blessing. Although Jacob had been given the birthright by his older brother years before, he still needed his father’s blessing to make it binding.
36-40. Rightly named Jacob?  Jacob means “cheater.” Esau was so angry at Jacob that he failed to see his own wrong in giving away the birthright in the first place. Jealous anger pollutes clear thinking by binding us to the good things we have and making us dwell on what we do not have. Esau afterwards, when he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected; for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it diligently with tears. At his earnest entreaty for some kind of blessing, Isaac pronounced what in reality was a prophecy of the future of Edom. In verse 39-40, the last sentence, it has been well remarked, refers to the varying success of the future struggles between Israel and Edom, and introduces into the blessing of Jacob an element of judgment.
God promised Esau, through the blessing of his father Isaac, a good living. He would have the fatness of the earth and the dew of heaven. But he would not have the covenant blessing, which was the best of all. Jacob was given dominion over his brother. Isaac kissed Jacob but not Esau. We learn here that God also gives good earth and good weather to many who reject his covenant grace as much better, being a just God.

41-46. When Esau lost the valuable family blessing, his future suddenly changed. Wicked he became, Esau hated his brother Jacob who had stolen his birthright; Esau was determined to kill him. He hated Jacob because Isaac had blessed him and God loved him. His hatred was so cruel that he went to great lengths to attain satisfaction. In his heart he committed a murder, even as Cain had slain his brother long before (Matthew 5: 21, 22). He could call Jacob “brother” and vow his death. He intended to kill Jacob as soon as their father died and before Jacob was married and had a family. He would then have seized all of Isaac’s goods. Reacting in anger, he decided to kill Jacob. When you lose something of great value, or if others conspire against you and succeed, anger is the first and most natural reaction. But you can control your feelings by praying for strength, and asking God for help to see the opportunities that even your bad situation may provide.
Rebekah senses the danger to Jacob if he were to remain at home. She seizes on the pretext that Jacob might marry a Hittite girl. For, as she said, “If Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these of the daughters of the land, what good shall my life be to me? Petulant as was her language, her reasoning was just, and Isaac knew it from painful experience of Esau’s wives. This works well with Isaac whose other son Esau had married outside the faith, not race or skin color. Rebekah was pleased to send Jacob to her brother Laban is accepted and Jacob departs, to see his mother no more. In any event, the decision seemed to be a good one, for Jacob would indeed marry in the faith, despite evil treatment at the hands of his uncle Laban, which of course was part of his judgment for deceiving his father to obtain what God had already ordained.
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