Sabbath Sermon of January 3, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Sound Doctrine Exposes False Teachers
Titus Chapter 1
In this chapter Paul firmly identifies himself as a servant of the Almighty God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ who had forgiven him and hired him to preach the Good News of His Gospel to the Gentiles. This Paul did according to faith of God’s elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness. The foundation of our faith is trust in God’s character, because he is truth, and he is the source of all truth and cannot lie. Believing this truth leads to a God-honoring life-style. The eternal life he has promised will be ours because he keeps his promises.  My friends, please learn to build your faith on the foundation of a trustworthy God who will not lie. 
2-4.  “In hope of eternal life.” Hope is not wishful thinking. According to the Scriptures hope is based on the promises of God. He cannot lie. And eternal life was promised before the world began. God by his foreknowledge during his creation of the universe put in place all features that will be used to save us when the time comes. Thus, “His promise of eternal life before the world began.” Faith for the believer does not rest on fallible reason or probable opinions but on the infallible Word of God.  The Almighty God is called “our Savior,” “God” here means the “Father.” Jesus Christ did the work of salvation by dying for our sins and therefore is our Savior. God planned the work of salvation and forgives our sins; thus, he is our Savior as well. Both the Father and the Son acted to save us from our sins. The Father announced his intension to save us, and Jesus answered the call by giving his life to save us (Hebrew 10:7). 

Titus was one of Paul’s most trusted and dependable coworkers. Paul wrote this letter to him between his first and second imprisonments in Rome, this was probably before he wrote 2 Timothy to guide Titus in working with the churches in the island of Crete. Paul had visited Crete with Titus and had left him there to minister. 
There was a strong pagan influence on this small Island, no doubt it may have been because Crete was a center for training Roman soldiers. The Cretan religion was known as Minoan and was a religion of the Bronze Age Minoan civilization.  A type of polytheism in a larger group of religions of the Ancient Near East, and a prehistoric religion, an interpretation of possible cult practice and mythology is based on evidence recovered archaeologically. Postulated Minoan sacred symbols include the bull and its horns of consecration, the labrys (double-headed axe), and the serpent. The Minoans seem to have worshiped primarily snake goddesses, which has been described as a "matriarchal religion." Therefore, the church in Crete needed strong Christian leadership. The churches there were probably founded by Cretan Judaeans who had been in Jerusalem at Pentecost more than 30 years before Paul wrote this letter. 
5-9. The words “elder” and “bishop” are interchangeable in the New Testament. The plural eldership was common in the apostolic church.  There is no record of a single bishop or elder in any New Testament church, although a single person, like Diotrephes, usurped controlling authority over a local church. The qualifications for the office are laid down in the Scripture (1Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9).  The most qualifications involved character, not knowledge or skill. A person’s life-style and relationships provide a window into his character. Consider these qualifications as you evaluate a person for a position of leadership in your church. While it is important to have an elder or pastor who can effectively preach God’s Word, it is even more important to have one who can live out God’s Word and be an example for others to follow. The call comes from the Holy Spirit but may be ratified by the church, and holy hands may be laid on the called one by the other elders (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5). 
The Holy Spirit’s call also meant the endowment by the Spirit with the gifts necessary to discharge the duties of the office (1 Corinthians 12:28; Ephesians 4:11). The functions of the office include: rulership, preaching of the Word and keeping the people sound in the faith, care for the flock, like shepherd over his sheep (Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:2).  Paul could not stay in each church during his journeys, so he had appointed elders in various churches. The men chosen were to lead the churches by teaching sound doctrine, helping believers mature spiritually, and equipping them to live for Jesus Christ despite opposition.
10-14. Titus is told by Paul to avoid or reject bad teachers who entertain false notions not in accord with the truth in the Word of God. Titus is to lookout for false teachers, those who say they speak God’s Word but whose message is not at all consistent with it. Some false teachers are simply confused; they speak their misguided opinions without checking them against the Bible. Others have evil motives, they pretend to be Christians only because they can get more money or ”filthy lucre”, additional business or a feeling of power from being a leader in the church. 

Titus is to rebuke them sharply. Paul hopes they will be correctable, become sound in the faith, and no longer give heed to fables and the commandments of men as found in the Talmud which has no warrant in the Scriptures. You can recognize false teachers because they will focus more attention on themselves than on Jesus Christ; they would ask you to do something that will compromise or dilute your faith; de-emphasize the divine nature of Jesus Christ or the inspiration of the Bible; or urge the church to make decisions based more on human judgment than on prayer and biblical guidelines. 
They are of the circumcision, that is, Judaeans who taught that the Gentiles had to obey all the Judaean laws before they could become Christians. This confused new Christians and caused problems in many churches where Paul had preached the Good News. Paul wrote letters to several churches to help them understand that Gentile believers did not have to become Judaeans first in order to be Christians. God accepts anyone who come to him in faith (Romans 1:17; Galatians 3:2-7). Paul reinforces the unhappy fact that Epimenides, a Greek poet and a philosopher, accused his own people as infamously known for their falsehood and lying (Titus 1:12). Paul used this familiar phrase to make the point that Titus’s ministry and leadership were very much needed.
15-16. Some people see good all around them, while others see nothing but evil. What is the difference? Our souls become filters through which we perceive goodness or evil. The pure of heart, that is, those who have Jesus in control of their lives learn to see goodness and purity even in this evil world. The good Christians that are sound in the faith and thereby purified all things are pure.  But to those that are defiled and unbelieving nothing is pure; things lawful and good they abuse and turn to sin; they suck poison out of that from which others draw sweetness; their mind and conscience, those leading faculties, being defiled, a taint is communicated to all they do. If you are reading this message today, turn your heart to God and his Word, and you will discover goodness more and more, even in this evil world. My friends, fill your minds with what is good, and then there will be little room for what is evil (Philippians 4:8).
The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord, (Proverbs 15:8). And Proverbs 21:4,  tells us that the ploughing of the wicked is sin, not in itself, but as done by him or her; the carnality of the mind and heart mars all the labor of the hand. But are not these judaizers as you call them, men who profess faith in God, and speak well of God, and Jesus Christ, and righteousness of life, and should they be so severely taxed? They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and to every good work reprobate. There are many who in word and tongue profess to know God, how can we know if they are telling the truth? We will not know for certain in this life, but a glance at their life-style and conversations deny and reject them; their practice is a contradiction to their profession. “They come unto thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee as my people, and they hear thy words, but they will not do them: with their mouth they show much love, but their heart goes after their covetousness” Ezekiel 33:31; John 14: 23, 24).  Being abominable, and disobedient, and to every good work reprobate. 
The apostle, instructing Titus to rebuke sharply, does himself rebuke sharply; he gives them very hard words, yet doubtless no harder than their case warranted and their need required. Being abominable, deserving that God and good men should turn away their eyes from them as nauseous and offensive. And disobedient, unpersuadable and unbelieving. They might do divers things; but it was not the obedience of faith, nor what was commanded, or short of the command. To every good work reprobate, without skill or judgment to do anything aright. This is the miserable condition of hypocrites, such as have a form of godliness, but without the power; yet let us not be so ready to fix this charge on others as careful that it agree not to ourselves, that there be not in us an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God; but that we be sincere and without offence till the day of Jesus Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ unto the glory and praise of God.
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