Sabbath Sermon of January 25, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jacob Meets Rachel

Genesis Chapter 29.

In the previous chapter we read that Jacob vowed a vow that when God had fulfilled His promise, and brought him back again “in peace,” he would, on his part also, make the place he had his dream a Bethel, by dedicating it to God, and offering unto the LORD a tenth of all that He gave him, which also he did. Thus God guides his people with his eye, (Psalm. 32:8). It is a groundless conceit which some of the Talmudic writers have, that Jacob, when he kissed Rachel, wept because he had been set upon in his journey by Eliphaz the eldest son of Esau, at the command of his father, and robbed of all his money and jewels, which his mother had given him when she sent him away. But the Scripture recorded no such thing having occurred till Jacob reached the end of his journey in “the land of the people of the East.” Here he found himself at a “well,” where, contrary to the usual custom, three flocks were already in waiting, long before the usual evening time for watering them. At any rate, when Jacob had ascertained that the flocks were from Haran, and that the shepherds knew Laban, the brother of Rebekah, and then he rolled away the stone himself, watered his uncle’s sheep, and in the warmth of his feelings at finding himself not only at the goal of his journey, but apparently God directed to her whose very appearance could win his affections, he embraced his cousin. 
8-14. Here we observed that even in little trait that Jacob’s natural character will not fail to recognize ‘the haste” with which he always anticipated what he thought were God’s leadings. It was plain that it was his passion for Rachel, and the surprise of this happy meeting, that drew these tears from his eyes. When Laban, Rebekah’s father, came to hear of all the circumstances, he received Jacob as his relative. Once again the mystery of God’s providence is manifest. Just as Rebakah was the only damsel walking up to the well while Eliazer Abraham’s servant was waiting at the well, so did Jacob unwittingly came upon Rachel, the daughter of Laban, who is keeping her father’s sheep.  Such coincidences are not accidental, they are acts of God.
15-20.  After Jacob had stayed with Laban for a whole month, Laban said to him, “Just because you are a relative of mine, should you work for me for nothing? Tell me what your wages should be.” Leah was tender eyed. We are not told whether her eyesight was bad or that her eyes did not sparkle. Sparkling eyes were prized by the people of that day. Rachel had what Leah lacked. It was the custom of the day for a man to present a dowry, or substantial gift, to the family of his future wife. This was supposed to compensate the family for the loss of the girl; but we think that if a dowry is paid for the wife, then it is a debt that is owed to the family of the bridegroom. But when a gift is given for the bride, then there is no debt attached. Jacob’s dowry or gift was not a material possession, for he had none to offer. Instead, he proposed to work seven years for Laban. But there was another custom of the land that Laban did not tell Jacob. The older daughter had to be married first. By giving Jacob Leah and not Rachel. We observed that the reason Jacob loved Rachel was because she was beautiful with sparkling eyes, not that she had a good heart unlike what we learned from the prayer of Abraham’s servant Eliazer. Rebekah was beautiful and prepossessing, but she also had a good heart. In other words, it was Rachel’s beauty that Jacob saw not her heart.

21-24. “That I may go in unto her,” i.e., that we may be married and I can have sexual relations with her. Even today a marriage is not legitimate until the bride and groom have had sexual relationship. Once again we learn that having sexual relations with anyone whether married to them or not is marriage. So, we must bear in mind that having sexual relations with some anyone is getting married to that person.

Laban worked under the cover of darkness, for it was evening when he brought Leah to Jacob. The bride was also covered. Jacob went to bed with Leah under the impression that it was Rachel. If he had asked the girl whether she was Rachel, he might have gotten the same response that he used when he claimed to be Esau and stole the blessing under the pretext of being his brother. It served him right, even though what Laban did was wrong, but so was what Jacob did to his father Isaac.
25-26.  The period of servitude seemed to him rapidly to pass, and at the end of the seven year he claimed his bride. But now Jacob was to experience how his sin had found him out. As he had deceived his father, so Laban now deceived him. Taking advantage of the Eastern custom that a bride was always brought to her husband veiled, he substituted for Rachel her elder sister Leah.  Jacob must have flew into a rage when he leaned what Laban had done. The deceiver of Esau was now deceived himself. How natural it is for us to become enraged at an injustice done to us while closing our eyes to the injustice we do to others. You know sin has a way of coming back to haunt us. Even the righteous, if they take a false step, are sometimes thus recompensed on the earth. Many that are not, like Jacob, disappointed in the person, soon find themselves, as much to their grief, disappointed in the character.

Jacob reaped as he had sown. He had cheated his brother Esau out of the birthright, now his uncle Laban practiced the same kind of deceit on him. Yet Jacob was under God’s covenant watchcare and did not ultimately become a loser; he kept his part of the bargain. Later Jacob’s own sons deceived him about Joseph’s adduction (Gen. 37:32-36). But as formerly, God had, all unknown to them, overruled the error and sin of Isaac and of Jacob, so He did now also in the case of Laban and Jacob. When we are tricked by others, keeping our wounds or plotting revenge makes us unable to see from God’s perspective. 
Laban tricked Jacob into promising another seven years of hard work. People often wondered if waiting a long time for something they desire is worth it. Jacob waited seven years to marry Rachel. The most important goals and desires are worth working and waiting for them. Although movies and television have created the illusion that people have to wait only about one hour to solve their problems or to go get what they want. Please do not get trapped into thinking the same is true in real life. We are to be patient, because patience is hardest when we need it the most, but it is the key to achieving our goals in God’s time.
So we may conclude that the reason Jacob loved Rachel was because she was beautiful probably with sparkling eyes, not that she had a good heart unlike what we learned from the experience Abraham’s servant Eliazer. Rebekah was beautiful and prepossessing, but most importantly, she had a good heart. In other words, it was Rachel’s beauty that Jacob saw and loved but not her heart. For Leah was, so far as we can judge, the one whom God had intended for Jacob, though, for the sake of her beauty, he had preferred Rachel. From Leah sprang Judah; in whose line the promise to Abraham was fulfilled. Leah as we shall see in the sequel, feared and served Jehovah; while Rachel was attached to the superstition of her father’s house and their idols; and even the natural character of her elder sister fitted her better for her new calling than that of the somewhat petulant, peevish, and self-wiled though beautiful younger daughter of Laban. Although we believe that Leah probably was the wife that God wanted for Jacob for the Messiah the seed of Abraham came through her line, but in his infinite mercy God had a role for Rebekah in that through her Joseph a type of the Messiah was born.
27-28. “Fulfill her week, and we will give thee this also.”  Hereby he drew Jacob into the sin, and snare, and disquiet, of multiplying wives, which remains a blot in his escutcheon, and will be so to the end of the world. The week consisted in festivities connected with the marriage. Right after that, Jacob got his second bride. He had worked for Laban for seven years before his marriage to Leah. Now he agreed to work seven more years after being married to Rachel, the one he really loved.  It would be a great mistake to infer from the silence of Scripture that this double marriage of Jacob received Divine approbation. As always, Scripture states facts, but makes no comment. That sufficiently appears from the lifelong sorrows, disgrace, and trials which, in the retributive providence of God, followed as the consequence of this double union. The sinful weakness of Jacob appeared also in his marriage life, in an unkind and unjust preference for Rachel, and God’s reproving dealings in that He blessed the “hated” wife with children, while he withheld from Rachel a boon as much desired in a family where all that was precious stood connected with an heir to the promises. At the same time, this might also serve to teach again the lesson, given first to Abraham and then to Isaac, how especially in the patriarchal family this blessing was to be a direct gift from the LORD.
29-35. Since Laban was wealthy, he gave each of his daughters a servant-girl as a wedding present. Leah got Zilpah and Rachel got Bilhah. From the four of these women Jacob begot his twelve sons, who founded the twelve tribes of Israel. Leah bore in rapid succession four sons, whom she significantly named Reuben “behold a son,” saying, “Surely Jehovah hath looked upon my affliction;” the name Simeon means “hearing,”  because Jehovah heard the prayer of Leah, who was hated;” Levi “cleaving,” or “joined” or “attachment,” Leah hoped that her victory over Rachel, who was barren, would seal her marriage with Jacob and bring her the love she so desperately wanted. “Now will my husband cleave to me,” and Judah means “praise,” viz, be Jehovah, since she said: Now will I praise Jehovah.”  Jesus came through this tribe; thus Leah, the hated wife, was in his ancestral line of the Messiah, not Rachel, the adored wife.  Fresh favors should quicken us to praise God for former favors. Now will I praise the Lord more and better than I have done.  All our praises must centre in Jesus Christ, both as the matter of them and as the Mediator of them. He descended from him whose name was praise, for he is our praise. Is Jesus Christ formed in my heart? Now will I praise the Lord. It deserves special notice, that in the birth of at least three of these sons, Leah not only recognized God, but specially acknowledged Him as Jehovah, the covenant God.

Today parents usually give their children names that sound good or have sentimental appeal. But Old Testament portrays a more dynamic use of names. Parents hoped their children would fulfill the meaning of the names given them. Later the parents could look back and see if their grown children had lived up to their names. Sometimes a person’s name did not match. This happened to Jacob “one who supplants,” whose name was changed to Israel “a prince who prevails with God.” Jacob’s character had changed to the point that he was no longer seen as a deceiver, but as a God-honoring man. My friends, if I may ask, what is your name? Do you know what your name means? Does your name match your character or your life as a true Christian? Are you living up to it? If your name no longer match your character,  you know you can ask the LORD to change it and give you a name that will reflect your new live in Jesus Christ.
We do not suppose that Rachel who had no children of her own, waited all this time without seeking to remove what she enviously and jealously regard as her sister’s advantage. Here we read of Rachel with her usual petulant, querulous language saying that she waited not so long, but that so soon as she really found herself at this disadvantage compared with her sister, she persuaded her husband to make her a mother through Bilhah, her own maid, as Sarah had done in the case of Hagar. Thus the sins of the parents too often reappear in the conduct of their successors.  Instead of waiting upon God, or giving himself to prayer, Jacob complied with the desire of his wife Rachel, and her maid successfully bore two sons, whom Rachel named “Dan,” meaning “judging,” as God had judged her wrong she thought, and “Naphtali,” or “my wrestling,” saying: “With great wrestling have I wrestled with my sister, and I have prevailed.” In both instances we mark her gratified jealousy of her sister; and that, although she owned God, it was not as Jehovah, but as Elohim, the God of nature, not the covenant God of the promise.
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