Sabbath Sermon of January 12th, 2019.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Differing Actions of Good and Bad People

Proverbs Chapter 11

The Book of Proverbs in this chapter continues on the theme of uprightness. It contrasts the personal attitudes of the just and the wicked and concludes with the description of the implications of the two ways. Unfortunately, when it comes to money, even those who call themselves Christians are tempted to engage in shady practices and to justify minor infractions of the law. They assume these minor infractions do not constitute felonies that would land them in jail. But God Almighty desires fair and honest dealings in all things. The weight that favors the seller by half an ounce is an abomination to God Almighty and is especially obnoxious because it pretends to weigh the goods most exactly.

4-7. “The day of wrath,” refers to when we die or to the time when God Almighty settles accounts with all people. On Judgment Day, each of us will stand alone, accountable for all our deeds. At that time, no amount of riches will buy reconciliation with God Almighty, for the hour of mercy has passed. Only your love for God Almighty in the years you lived on earth and your obedience to him will count.

It is here observed, that righteous people are generally well-beloved by their neighbors, but nobody cares for wicked people. It is true there are some few that are enemies to the righteous, that is prejudiced against God Almighty and godliness, and are therefore unhappy to see righteous people in power and prosperity. But all indifferent persons, even those that have no great interest in the Christian faith in God Almighty themselves, at times do have a good word for a person that is righteous in his or her dealings. When it goes well with the righteous, especially when the righteous are advanced and are in positions of authority and are doing good deeds according to their beliefs in Jesus Christ, life becomes much better for all the people that they lead, thus the nation, the city rejoices. 

For the honor and encouragement of virtue, and as it is the accomplishment of the promises of God Almighty, we should be glad to see virtuous people prosper in the world, and brought into reputation. Wicked people may perhaps have here and there a well-wisher among those who are altogether such as themselves, as we saw in Obama’s administration. But among the generality of their neighbors they get ill-will; they may be feared, but they are not loved, and therefore when they perish there is shouting; everybody takes a pleasure in seeing them disgraced and disarmed, removed out of places of trust and power, chased out of the world, with the hope that the righteous may come in their stead.

8-13. Here we have the description of how the righteous path and the wicked paths contrast in life, but it is not intended to apply universally to all people in all circumstances. It does not exclude God Almighty’s people from problems or struggles. However, God Almighty does rescue his people from trouble, whereas a wicked person will fall into his own traps. Even if a righteous person suffers, he or she can be sure to be ultimately rescued from eternal death.

Gossips tell their stories from house to house without checking their facts to see whether they are false or true. They make mischief and sow discord. We should all endeavor to observe the rule of thumb in matters of this nature: “Is it true? Is it kind? Is it necessary?” If it is not, then keep silent. 

Silence is advised here, because words can be used either as weapons or tools, hurting relationships or building them up. Sadly, it is often easier to destroy than to build, and most people have received more destructive comments than those that build up. Every person you come in contact with is either a demolition site or a construction opportunity. My friends, your words will make a difference. If we may ask, are your words always weapons for destruction or tools for construction? (Proverbs 18:21).

14-15 “Where no counsel is, the people fall.” A good leader needs and uses wise counselors. One person’s perspective and understanding are severally limited; he or she may not have all the facts or maybe blind by bias, emotions, or wrong impressions. To be a wise leader at home, in the Congregation or at work, seek the counsel of others and be open to their advice and then pray about them. As a Christian, always pray about all the advice you receive for God Almighty’s guidance, before making your decision.

Charity begins at home, even though it does not end there. A good father who is interested in his family’s future will not place the estate in jeopardy by acting as surety for a stranger. In general, it is advised not to use our estates as we wish; He that gave them to us has reserved to himself the authority to direct us how we should use them. As a true Christian, you ought to know that your estate is not your own; you are but a steward, and further that God Almighty in his law consults our interests and teaches us that charity which begins at home, must not end there. In other words, God Almighty might want us to share what he has given us with others outside our immediate families through his Gospel. There is good careful management which is good before God Almighty, and a discretion in ordering our affairs which is part of the character of a true Christian (Psalm 112:5).

 
Every father and every husband must be just to his family, else he is not true to his stewardship. In particular, that we must not enter rashly into suretiship, because there is danger of bringing ourselves into trouble by it, and our families too when we are gone: He that is surety for a stranger, for anyone that asks him and promises him to be bound for him another time, a person perhaps he knows and thinks he knows his circumstances, but if he is mistaken in his assumptions, he shall pay for it.

A true stranger is a person who has a dirty conscience, he or she is an unbeliever whose conscience has not been cleansed through repentance in Jesus Christ. In one of our previous studies in John chapter 8, Jesus speaks about two fathers; His own Father and the father of the people in the world. If someone’s father is of the world, he or she is a stranger, and you cannot trust them to always keep their word.

16-18. “A gracious woman holds on to honor, but ruthless men cling to wealth.” In other words, a gracious woman is known to preserve her reputation by these things: her faith in Jesus Christ, her wisdom and modesty, humility and courtesy, and all those other graces that are the true ornaments of her gender, as strong men are to secure their estates. Again, those Christian women who are truly gracious will, in like manner, effectually secure their honor by their prudence and good conduct. A gracious Christian woman is as honorable as a valiant man and her honor is as sure as a rock.

It is a common principle, “Everyone for himself.” In Greek, it is known as “Proximus ego metmihi” that is, “None so near to me as me.” Now, if this is rightly understood, it will be a reason for the cherishing of gracious dispositions in ourselves and the crucifying of all corrupt things in our lives. We are friends or enemies to ourselves, even in respect of present comfort, according to as we are or are not governed by religious principles.  

A merciful, tender, righteous humored person, does good to his or her own soul, makes and keeps himself free from corruption. He has the pleasure of doing his duty, and contributing to the comfort of those that are to him as his own soul; for we are members one of another.

The common idea in this study is that the just person who has virtue expresses most fully the idea of an ideal order of Godly wisdom. This ideal order forms the perfect unifying link between practical wisdom and believers’ wisdom since it expresses both good sense and obedience to God Almighty’s will. Closely associated with this concept is the word “upright” and “righteousness.”These emphasize the inner, personal commitment to living out of the divine ideal. It implies the spirituality of a person totally committed to making justice to really work.

We also noted that the message presented in this passage has strong urban ramifications of justice toward one’s neighbors. The social community as a whole benefit or suffers from the choices one makes. The chapter opened with a saying on fair scales that typifies the concerns for justice. Law and prophets demand just dealings in buying and selling (Deuteronomy 25:15; Leviticus19:36; Ezekiel 45:10; Amos 8:5; Micah 6:11). In this, they are one in wisdom. But this is part of a larger concern with the evil attitude that is always out to cheat someone else.

19-21. How does righteousness “tends to live”? A righteous person finds life because wisdom makes the hours of the day more profitable and the years more fruitful. The righteous lives life more fully each day. He or she also finds life because people usually live longer when they live righteously. The person who lives righteously need not fear death because eternal life is God Almighty’s gift to him or her (John 11:25). By contrast, the wicked person not only finds eternal death but also misses out on real life on earth.

Now here we are told, that nothing is more offensive to God than hypocrisy and double-dealing, for these are signified by the word frowardness or pretending justice, but intending wrong, walking in crooked ways, to avoid discovery. Those are of a

froward heart who acts in contradiction to that which is good, under a profession of that which is good, and such are, more than any sinners, an abomination to the Lord, (Isaiah 65:5). 

Nothing is more pleasing to God Almighty than sincerity and plain-dealing: such as are upright in their ways, such as aim and act with integrity, such as have their conversation in the world in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, God Almighty delights in these, these he even boasts of as in “Hast thou considered my servant Job?,” (Job 1:8) and will have us to admire. “Behold an Israelite indeed!” (John 1:47)

22-28. A woman whose conversation and life are not under grace in Jesus Christ is likened to a pig whose snout is bedecked or decorated with a jewel of gold. Beauty with virtue is like this unless it is clothed with the righteousness of God Almighty. If we may add another small note on this verse, today nose rings are still known not only in Bedouin tribes as a sign of beauty, so the point is that a rebellious spirit seems as inappropriate in a woman as putting a sign of beauty on a pig.

Physical attractiveness without the strength of character soon wears thin. We are to seek those qualities in life that help us make wise decisions, not just those that make us look good. Not everyone who looks good is pleasant to live or work with. While taking good care of our body and appearance is not wrong, we also need to develop our ability to think and make wise decisions.

God Almighty blesses the giving hand and makes it a getting hand. He is no person’s debtor. Whoever sows liberally for the glory of God Almighty will reap liberally and experience a spiritual blessing that cannot be bought with money.

The true Christian whose farm or profession has yielded much wheat will not hold it in the granary or storehouse for a higher price at a time there is drought and the poor are suffering from the lack of food. It is a good charity to help keep prices down by selling one’s excess grain during a time of famine when extortion can be easily profitable.

29-31. One of the greatest resources God Almighty gives us is a good Christian family. The Christian family provides acceptance, encouragement, exhortation, and counsel. Rejecting one’s true Christian family, whether through anger or through an exaggerated desire for independence, is foolish because you cut yourself from all they provide. In our family, true Christians must strive for healing, communication, and understanding in Jesus Christ. To build a Christian family require that you first understand what marriage is, and the plan of God Almighty for a Christian family. Obtaining approval from God Almighty to start a Christian family takes time, because of the time that it takes to become truly trustworthy and a selfless Christian that can take care of someone entrusted to them to love and care.

If you are planning to start a Christian family, this is where you should begin: “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? (2 Corinthians 6:14-18).This simply means, that although Christians should be active in their witness for Jesus Christ to non-believers, they should not lock themselves into personal or business relationships with non-believers that could cause them to compromise their faith in Jesus Christ. True Christians should avoid situations that would force them to divide their loyalties. One of such possible forced situations would be to get married to a non-believer which will result to what is described in verse 15 of 2 Corinthian 6.

A wise person is a model of a meaningful life. His or her sense of purpose attracts others who want to know how they too can find meaning. Gaining wisdom yourself, then, can be the first step in leading people to God Almighty. If you ask, “Why is it so important to lead people to God?” It is because it keeps us in touch with God Almighty while it offers others eternal life.

Finally, contrary to popular opinion, no one sins and gets away with it. The faithful in Jesus Christ are rewarded for their faith and good deeds of faith. The wicked are punished for their sin. My friends, do not think for a moment that “it won’t matter” or “nobody will know” or I won’t get caught.” Jesus said, “there is nothing hidden that will not be brought to the open.” (Luke 8:17; Peter4:18).
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