Sabbath Day Sermon of January 11, 2014

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Isaac Sends Jacob to Uncle Laban

Genesis Chapter 28
In this chapter we observed that although Rebekah had kept from Isaac Esau’s murderous plan, in her petulance she pleads as was her language in her reason to send Jacob away so he doesn’t take a wife from among the daughters of Heth, such as the daughters of the land of Canaan. Her plea sounded feasible to Isaac who on his own had learned enough from the marriages of Esau to two of the Canaanites, that he wanted Jacob to return to Rebekah’s kinsmen and there find a wife. At the same time unknown to him, God would make Jacob suffer under Laban in punishment for his deceitful act against his father, Isaac. Jacob went from heir in his father’s hour to servant under Laban, who did to him what Jacob had done to his own father. Yet God included Jacob in the line of Abraham, looking toward the coming of the Messiah through Abraham’s loins. Nonetheless, Jacob’s harsh experiences under Laban only confirm the fact that God’s providences often seem to contradict his promises. If God, in his providence, disable us, we must be content, though we cannot keep up the state and grandeur of our faithful ancestors. We should be more in care to maintain their piety than to maintain their dignity, and to be as good as they were than to be as great. Rebekah is here called Jacob’s and Esau’s mother.  Jacob is named first, not only because he had always been his mother’s darling, but because he was now made his father’s heir, and Esau was, in this sense, set aside. The time will come when piety will have precedency, whatever it has now.
4-7. Isaac was acutely aware that the blessing and promises to his father Abraham had come to him. Now he wants to assure Jacob, the supplanter who stole the birthright from Esau, that the Abrahamic promise from God will be his too, and not only his, but it will pass on to Jacob’s children. The two major promises to Abraham included an innumerous posterity through whom the nations of the earth would be bless and the inheritance of the land of promise. Those that have the blessing must keep the charge annexed to it, and not think to separate what God has joined. The charge is like that in 2nd Corinthians 6:14, “Be not unequally yoked with unbelievers;” and all that inherit the promises of the remission of sins, and the gift of the Holy Ghost, must keep this charge, which follows those promises, “Save yourselves from this untoward generation,” (Acts. 2:38-40). Those that are entitled to peculiar favors of God must be a peculiar people. If Jacob be an heir of promise, he must not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan; those that profess faith in God Almighty should not marry those that are not in Jesus. With a solemn blessing, v. 3, v. 4. 

Isaac had before blessed Jacob unwittingly; now he does it designedly, for the greater encouragement of Jacob in that melancholy condition to which he was now removing. This blessing is more expressed and full than the former; it is an entail of the blessing of Abraham, that blessing which was poured on the head of Abraham like the anointing oil, thence to run down to his chosen seed, as the skirts of his garments. It is a gospel blessing, the blessing of church-privileges, that is the blessing of Abraham, which upon the Gentiles through faith, (Galatians 3:14). It is a blessing from God Almighty, by which name God appeared to the patriarchs, (Exodus 6:3). Those are blessed indeed whom God Almighty blesses; for he commands and effects the blessing. Two great promises Abraham were blessed with, and Isaac here entails them both upon Jacob.
 In verse 3 Isaac refers to the first promise and in verse 4 to the second. But especially adding these words “God Almighty, give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with them.” Thus Isaac’s dimness of spiritual sight had at last wholly passed away. But the darkness around Esau seems to only have grown deeper and deeper. Upon learning what charge Isaac had given his son Jacob, and apparently for the first time awakening to the fact that “the daughters of Canaan pleased not Isaac his father, Esau thought that now Jacob was gone, he could probably succeed in appeasing his father Isaac. May be he could prevail with him to make a new will, and entail the promise upon him, revoking the settlement lately made upon Jacob. And thus, he was wise when it was too late, like Israel that would venture when the decree had gone forth against them (Numbers 14:40), and the foolish virgins, (Matthew. 25:11). He rested in a partial reformation, and thought, by pleasing his parents in one thing, to atone for all his other miscarriages. It is not said that when he saw how obedient Jacob was, and how willing to please his parents, he repented of his malicious design against him: no, it appeared afterwards that he persisted in that, and retained his malice. Carnal hearts are apt to think themselves as good as they should be, because perhaps, in some one particular instance, they are not so bad as they have been. Thus Micah retains his idols, but thinks himself happy in having a Levite to be his priest, (Judges 17:13).
8-12. Esau saw that his father was displeased with his unbelieving wives, so he took Mahalath, a third wife, who was the daughter of Ishmael who was his half uncle. In his mind he thought he had amended matters by forming an alliance with him whom Abraham had, by God’s command, “cast out!” He failed to see that the gift of birthright comes from God, and that is given before we are born. He sought to satisfy his father, not God, and he wanted to strengthen his own position as heir to his father’s goods, now that Jacob was far away, by joining himself with a family which God had rejected, and seeking to strengthen his own pretensions by the aid of another pretender. His acts in no way indicated that his inner self had changed for the better. It was purely an outward calculating, and selfish decision to get to the material inheritance. The spiritual incapacity and unfitness of Esau appeared at every step, even where he tried to act kindly and dutifully.
11-18. We have here Jacob upon his journey towards Syria, in a very desolate condition, like one that was sent to seek his fortune; but we find that, though he was alone, yet he was not alone, for the Father was with him, John 16:32 . If what is here recorded happened (as it should seem it did) the first night, he had made a long day’s journey from Beersheba to Bethel, above forty miles. Providence brought him to a convenient place, probably shaded with trees, to rest himself in that night; and there he had, a hard lodging, the stones for his pillows, and the heavens for his canopy and curtains. His comfort in the divine blessing, and his confidence in the divine protection, made him easy, even when he lay thus exposed; being sure that his God made him to dwell in safety, he could lie down and sleep upon a stone. In his hard lodging he had a pleasant dream. Then, and there, he heard the words of God, and saw the visions of the Almighty. It was the best night’s sleep he ever had in his life. God’s time to visit his people with his comforts is when they are most destitute of other comforts, and other comforters; when afflictions in the way of duty as these were do abound, then shall consolations so much the more abound.
Here, we read of the encouraging vision Jacob saw. He saw a ladder which reached from earth to heaven, the angels ascending and descending upon it, and God himself at the head of it. Now this represents the two things that are very comfortable to good people at all times, and in all conditions: The providence of God, by which there is a constant correspondence kept up between heaven and earth. The counsels of heaven are executed on earth, and the actions and affairs of this earth are all known in heaven are executed on earth, and the actions and affairs of this earth are all known in heaven and judged there. Providence does its work gradually, and by steps. Angels are employed as ministering spirits, to serve all the purposes and designs of Providence, and the wisdom of God is at the upper end of the ladder, directing all the motions of second causes to the glory of the first Cause. The angels are active spirits, continually ascending and descending; they rest not, day nor night, from service, according to the posts assigned them. They ascend, to give account of what they have done, and to receive orders; and then descend, to execute the orders they have received. Thus we should always abound in the work of the Lord, that we may do it as the angels do it, (Psalm 103:20, 21). The ladder being a type of Jesus Christ, in his mediatation for us. He is this ladder, the foot on earth in his human nature, the top in heaven in his divine nature: or the former in his humiliation, the latter in his exaltation. All the intercourse between heaven and earth, since the fall, is by this ladder. Jesus Christ is the way; all God’s favors come to us, and all our services go to him, by Jesus Christ. If God dwell with us, and we with him, it is by Christ. We have no way of getting to heaven, but by this ladder; if we climb up any other way we are thieves and robbers. To this vision our Savior Jesus alludes when he speaks of the angels of God ascending and descending upon the son of man (John 1:51); for the kind offices the angels do us, and the benefits we receive by their ministration, are all owing to Jesus Christ, who has reconciled things on earth and things in heaven (Colossian 1:20 ), and made them all meet in himself, (Ephesians 1:10).
God certifies to Jacob what Isaac had told him in verses 3 and 4, that he will get the land and he will have posterity which will bless the nations of the earth. At this time Jacob’s future was obscure. He was fleeing from Esau but had not yet come to his uncle Laban’s home. God’s covenant promise to Abraham and Isaac was offered to Jacob as well. But it was not enough to be Abraham’s grandson; Jacob had to establish his own personal relationship with God.  God has no grandchildren; each of us must have a personal relationship with him. It is not enough to hear wonderful stories about Christians in your family. You need to become part of the story yourself (Galatians 3:6-7). 
19. God now promises that he will protect him ”in all places wither thou goest” and he will return him safely to the land of promise. Jacob would have plenty of time and opportunity to remember these promises, especially as he worked for Laban and when he returned to the land of promise, fearful that Esau would execute vengeance on him because of his transgression. “Of that city, Luz, meaning “almond tree,” was renamed Bethel “House of God” by Jacob after God appeared to him in a dream. This was where Abraham made one of his first sacrifices to God when he entered the land. Bethel became a holy place for the Israelites and was located on land given to the tribe of Benjamin. The city was about twelve miles north of Jerusalem. Later Bethel became a center of idol worship, and prophet Hosea condemned its evil practices (Hosea 10:15). Jeroboam even caused more defilement of this sacred place when he caused a golden calf to be erected there (1Kings 12:28-33). God ordered the destruction of the altar as we read in 1Kings 13:1-5; 2Kings 23:15-17; Amos 3:14, 15.

20-22. Some have said that Jacob in his vow appeared to be bargaining with God when he said: “If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then shall the LORD be my God.”  Jacob was not promising to tithe in the event that God helped him. He was saying what Romans 8:31 says: “If God is on our side, “which allows for no doubt. He was not making a bargain with God. It is possible that he, in his ignorance of how to worship and serve God, treated God like a servant who would perform a service for a tip. More likely, Jacob was not bargaining, but pledging his future to God. He may have been saying, in effect. “Since you have blessed me, I will follow you.” We believe he vowed simply to express his profound gratitude for what God had already done, for God’s undeserved favor. Whether Jacob was bargaining or pledging, God blessed him. But God also had some difficult lessons for Jacob to learn. This became the normal way for Israelites to thank God; the intention to tithe was accomplished by a votive offering. 
After this event Isaac lived for forty–three years. But he no more appears in history. Its thread is now taken up by Jacob on whom the promise has devolved. The Scripture records that Isaac was gathered to his father’s when one hundred and eighty years old, and full of days, and that he was buried in the cave of Macpelah by Esau and Jacob, who he had the joy of seeing by his death-bed as reconciled brothers. When Jacob left, his father dwelt in Beersheba. Rebekah, who at parting had so confidently promised to let Jacob know whenever Esau’s anger was appeased, may have died even before her favorite son returned to Canaan. At any rate the promised message was never delivered, nor is her name mentioned on Jacob’s return.
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