Sabbath Sermon of January 10, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God’s Blessings on Those Who Keep His Commandments
Psalm Chapters 112 and 113.

These passages speak of the blessings of the saints. The Saints of course, are those who are in Jesus Christ and are alive today; for our God is of the living not of the dead (Matthew 22:32; Psalm 115:17). Such blessings bring glory to God. Whatever you as a saint of God have by way of godly pleasure, He the Almighty God must have by way of praise. These blessings are available to us in the form of honor, prosperity, security, freedom from fear in life or death; if we fear the Lord God Almighty, and delight in obeying his commands. If you expect God’s blessings, you must revere him and gladly obey him. Jesus said he or she that loves me, keeps my commandments; but he or she that does not love me, does not keep my commandments (John 14: 24). So the way to show that you love God is by obeying him. Love is more than lovely words; it is commitment and conduct. If you love God and his Son Jesus Christ, then prove it by obeying what God says in his Word.
5-8. “A good man sheweth favor,” in other words, the only cure of the two problems that having money can create, is to be generous. The rich man may abuse others in his desire to accumulate wealth. Generosity will eliminate that abuse. Also, the fear of losing money can be a snare. Generosity shows that you have placed your trust in God Almighty, not in your money, for justice and security. A description of those who are here pronounced righteous and blessed, and to whom these promises are made are those that are well-principled with pious and devout affections. Those have the privileges of God’s subjects, not those who cry, Lord, Lord but who are indeed well affected to his government (Matthew 7:21).  They are such as stand in awe of God and have a constant reverence for his majesty and deference to his will. 
The blessed man or woman is one that fears the Lord. They are such as take  pleasure in their duty for God. He or she that fears the Lord, as a Father, with the disposition of a child, not of a slave, delights greatly in his commandments, is well pleased with them and with the equity and goodness of them; they are written in his or her heart; it is this person’s choice to be under His shadow, and he or she calls them an easy, a pleasant yoke; it is this person’s delight to be searching into and obeying God’s commandments, by reading, hearing, and meditating in his word (Psalm 1:2). This person delights not only in God’s promises, but in his precepts, and thinks himself or herself happy under the Almighty God’s government as well as in his favor. It is a pleasure to him or she to be found in the way of His duty, and this person is always in his or her best spiritually when in the service of God Almighty. Herein he or she delights greatly, more than in any of the employments and enjoyments of this world. And what this person does in his or her faith is done from principle, because this person sees amiableness in the faith and advantage by it.
Here we learn of the blessings and the satisfaction of saints to be their stability. It is the blessings of a righteous person that he or she shall not be moved for ever from the truth of God. Satan and his instruments may endeavor to move this person, but his or her foundation is firm and he or she shall never be moved, at least not moved for ever from faith in God; if he or she be shaken for a time, yet this person settles back on God’s truth again quickly. A righteous person will have a settled reputation, and that is a great satisfaction. A righteous person shall have a good name, a name for good things, with God and righeous people: The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance; in this sense his or her righteousness, and the memorial of it endures forever. 
There are those that do all they can to sully or tarnish the reputation of the righteous and to load them with reproach; but in God’s time the integrity of the righteous shall be cleared up, and the honor of it shall survive them. Some that have been eminently righteous are had in a lasting remembrance on earth; wherever the scripture is read their good deeds are told for a memorial of them. And the work of many righteous people that are dead and gone are still remembered; but in heaven their remembrance shall be truly everlasting, and the honor of their righteousness shall there endure for ever, with the reward of it, in the crown of glory that fades not away. Those that are righteous and forgotten on earth, and despised, are remembered there, and honored, and their righteousness found unto praise, and honor, and glory.
Everyone you know would want to live without fear; those who we call heroes are usually fearless people who take on all dangers and overcome them. In this passage, the psalmist teaches us that fear of God Almighty can lead to a fearless life. To fear God means to respect and reverence him as the Lord God Almighty. When you trust God to completely take care of you, you will find that your other fears, even of death itself will subside. If you keep your thoughts composed, and yourself master of them, your wills resigned to the holy will of God, your temper sedated, and your spirits even, under all the unevenness of Providence, then you are well fortified against the agitations of the timorous, or from suffering from nervousness, fear, or a lack of confidence. Trusting in the Lord is the best and surest way of transforming and establishing your heart. By faith you must cast anchor in the promise, in the word of God, and so return to him and repose in him as your rest. 
The heart of a person cannot be fixed anywhere, to its satisfaction, but in the truth of God, and there it finds firm footing. Those whose hearts are established by faith in God Almighty will patiently wait till they have gained what God promised: These shall not be afraid, till they see their desire upon their enemies, that is, till the righteous come to heaven, where they shall see Satan also known as Lucifer, and all his spiritual enemies, trodden under their feet, and, as Israel saw the Egyptians, dead on the sea-shore. Till the righteous look upon their oppressors, till the righteous behold them securely, and look boldly in their faces, as being now no longer oppressed by them. It will complete the satisfaction of the saints, when they shall look back upon their troubles and pressures, and be able to say with St. Paul “But out of them all the Lord delivered me,” when he had recounted the persecutions he endured. Therefore, you as the saint of the Almighty God ought to praise the Lord without ceasing.
9-10. In God’s eyes, a person’s value has no relationship to his or her wealth or position on the social ladder. Many people who have excelled in the true God’s work began in poverty or humble beginnings. God supersedes the social orders of this world, often choosing his future leaders and ambassadors from among social outcasts. Do you treat the unwanted socially as though they have value? If you are a saint of Jesus Christ, you ought to demonstrate by your actions that all people are valuable and useful in God’s eyes; for no one is beyond redemption in Christianity.
“The wicked shall see it.” The vexation of sinners, what are they? Two things that make your enemy Lucifer aka Satan, and those who have taken sides with him fret or remain constantly or visibly worried and anxious are as such: the felicity of the righteous; our great happiness; for the wicked shall see the righteous in prosperity and honor and shall be grieved. It will vex them to see your innocence proven and your low estate regarded, or lifted up, and all those Christians whom they hated and despised, and whose destruction they sought and hoped to see, but these favorites of Heaven have God advanced to have dominion over them (Psalm 49:14). The knowledge of this truth makes the wicked gnash with their teeth and pine away. This is often fulfilled in this world. 
The happiness of the saints is the envy of the wicked, and that envy is the rottenness of their bones. But it will most fully be accomplished in the Kingdom of God to come, when it shall make damned sinners gnash with their teeth, to see Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom, to see all the prophets and Jesus people in the Kingdom of God and themselves thrust out; their own disappointment. The desire of the wicked shall perish. Their desire was wholly to the world and the flesh, and they ruled over them; and therefore, when these perish, their joy is gone, and their expectations from them are cut off, to their everlasting confusion; their hope is as a spider’s web.
The rich and poor have one similarity, that is, when they die, they leave all they own here on earth. At the moment of death which moment all of us will face, both rich and poor are naked and empty-handed before the Almighty God. The only riches we have at that time are those we have already invested in our eternal heritage. At the time of death, each of us will wish we had invested less on earth, where we must leave it, and more in heaven, where we will retain it forever. To have treasure in heaven, we must place our faith in God Almighty, pledge ourselves to obey him, and utilize our resources for the good of his Kingdom. My friend, this is a good time to check up on your investments and see where you have invested the most. Then do whatever it takes to place your investments where they really count (Matthew 6:19-21).
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