Sabbath Sermon of February 9, 2013.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Lord Jesus Reproves The Unbelieving Jews

Luke Chapter 8

According to this story, the Jews were guilty of misapplying God’s Law. The Pharisees brought only the woman, not the accomplice in her crime. No one commits adultery all by themselves, there is always a male partner in the crime. The law demanded both parties be stoned, if guilty (Lev. 20:10; Deut. 22:22). When Jesus called for witnesses to cast the first stone, the Pharisees and the woman’s other accusers disappeared. They knew their case was illegal. Perhaps one of them or several of them had used her services. When the woman was set free, Jesus told her to go and to sin no more. However, Jesus did not condemn the woman accused of adultery, but neither did he ignore or condone her sin.
6-11. If you are wondering why those among her accusers who probably had used her services would like to see her stoned to death, well it is simply to cover-up their own sins and bury their history with her. The leaders were using the woman as a trap so they could trick Jesus. If Jesus said the woman should not be stoned, they would accuse him of violating Moses’ Law. Some have said that if he had urged them to execute her, they would report him to the Romans, who did not permit the Jews to carry out their own executions. At any rate, there was no time Jesus was going to allow the woman or anyone to be executed, because according him he had come to call the sinners to repentance, and that was exactly what he accomplished in the case against the woman.
The lesson to learn in the story is by saying that only a sinless person could throw the first stone, Jesus highlighted the importance of compassion and forgiveness. When others are caught in sin, are you quick to pass judgment? Remember it is God’s role to judge. Our role is to show forgiveness and compassion. Although it is uncertain whether Jesus was merely ignoring them by wring on the ground, writing out the Ten Commandments, or listing the sins of the participants, but whatever he was writing did scared them because the leaders quickly slipped away, from the eldest to the youngest. Let us therefore, look for ways to help others than hurt them.
12-13. Why is the life that was in Jesus “the light of men”? Because death brings eternal darkness, and only Jesus Christ’s eternal life planted in us will keep us alive in his new Kingdom for eternity. Jesus is eternally alive because he is God. He came to earth to offer mankind the hope and light of his eternal life. It can’t be bought, only received as a gift. But Jesus gives it only to those who want it and are worthy, those who want to live the way God’s citizens will live in his future eternal Kingdom.
The Pharisees argued that Jesus claim was legally invalid because he had no other witness. Jesus responded that his confirming witness was God himself. He had God made two witnesses, the number required by the Law (Deut. 19:15).

Who is then is worthy of this future eternal Kingdom of God? A worthy Christian walk is characterized by certain inward and outward qualities. Some of the inward qualities are (1) purity, or walking as children of the light (1 John 1:6, 7:2:11); (2) sincerity, or integrity and frankness (2Cor. 4:2); (3) obedience to God (2 John 6); (4) faith, not sight (2 Cor. 5:7); and (5) living in the truth (3 John 3:4). The outward characteristics are (1) outward honesty (Rom. 13:12, 13; 1Thess 4:11, 12); (2) acting carefully or prudently (Eph. 5:16, 16); (3) walking wisely (Cor. 4:5, 6); and (4) manifesting love (Eph. 5:2). Jesus brings God’s presence, protection, and guidance. Is he the Light of your world? If not, please call to him to come into your life today, Now!
14-23. Jesus says to follow him. What does it mean to follow Jesus? It means as a soldier follows the captain, we should follow Jesus Christ, our commander. As a slave follows his master so we should follow Jesus Christ, our Lord. The Pharisees thought Jesus was either insane or a liar. Jesus provided them with a third alternative. He was telling the truth. Because most of the Pharisees refused to consider the third alternative, they never recognized him as Messiah and Lord. If you are reading this message today, and you are seeking to know who Jesus is, do not close any door before looking through it honestly. Only with an open mind will you know the truth that he is Messiah and Lord.
24. Jesus asserts that he is God and that salvation depends on believing in him. Those who do not believe in him will die in their sins. And to die in one’s sins is to lose all hope or eternal life. Then the Pharisees imposed upon Jesus to show them his Father! Jesus replied with almost the same words he used to respond to a similar question by Philip, “if you have known me, you should have known my Father also (John 14:9).In other words, to know Jesus is to know the Father. If you do not know or believe in Jesus, you cannot know or believe in the Father.
People without understanding the truth of this doctrine of Jesus Christ, will die in their sins if they reject Jesus Christ because they are rejecting the only way to be rescued from sin. Sadly, many are so taken up with the values of this world that they are blind to the priceless gift Jesus Christ offers. My friend, where are you looking? It is time to look to Jesus. Do not focus on this world’s values and miss what is most valuable, eternal life with God.
Jesus says to them, “Ye are from beneath, I am from above.”  The Scripture tells us that the children we know are born from above. Only the children of the devil are from beneath where the Lake of Fire awaits them.  “Who art thou, they asked”? Jesus said to them, I am the same from the beginning; I have not changed even in my words because they are the words of my Father who sent me, and not mine. But the time is coming when the Father shall give everyone of you another opportunity to know who I am, because I only know to do the things that please Him.
28. “When ye have lifted the Son of man, then shall you know that I am he,” that is, he is the Messiah the Savior of the world. As the Son of God, he speaks what the Father had taught him. The Father that sent him is always with him, because he has kept his commandment which pleases him. So we must all follow the footstep of Jesus to speak what he has taught us, and by so doing we would be pleasing to him. To those who are God’s children, that is, those who believe, Jesus says to continue in his word, so will you be his disciple indeed. By so doing, you will know the truth, and the truth shall make up you free from sin and free from the entanglements of the world.
31. The Israelites were children of Abraham after the flesh, but not all were children of Abraham according to faith. Jesus promises that faith in him will set them free. Some carnal Jews took exception to Jesus’ words. As Abraham’s seed they thought they were free by birthright and never were in bondage to anyone. He informs them that, as sinners, that are slaves to sin. Jesus has the power to set them free from their bondage to sin, which is the worst of all bondage. Moreover, Jesus agrees that they are descendants of Abraham, but it avails them nothing, for they do not have Abraham’s faith.
Now who are the real Abraham’s children? Jesus made a distinction between hereditary sons and daughters and true sons and daughters of God. The religious leaders were hereditary sons of Abraham through whom God founded the nation of Israel, and therefore claimed to be sons of God. But their actions showed them to be true sons and daughters of Satan, for they lived under Satan’s guidance. True sons and daughters of Abraham and faithful followers of God, would not act as they did. Those who claim to be Christians, must realized that church membership or church attendance and family connections will not make them true sons and daughters of God. Jesus make loud and clear to the religious leaders and to the whole world that your true father is the one you obey.
39. If you were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of Abraham, that is, they would claim their interest in the covenant God made with Abraham and his seed. This would entail faith and obedience, neither of which they had at this moment. Instead they seek to kill the Son of God for telling them the truth which he had brought to them from God they claim to be their Father, but they could not even recognize his voice.
42. Jesus makes the astonishing claim that they did not have God as their Father because they did not love Jesus himself. Whoever does not love Jesus is anathema (1Cor. 16:22). The second reason why they did not have God as their Father was that they did not understand Jesus speech, which was heavenly, divine, and intelligible to those who were familiar with the voice of God in the Old Testament. In plainest words, they did no speak the language of the family of God. They cannot hear the words of Jesus because they have proven by their deeds that they were neither the children of Abraham by faith, nor do they qualify to be called children of God. The religious leaders were prevented from understanding because they refused to listen. Satan used their stubbornness, pride, and prejudices to keep them from believing in Jesus.
44-50. “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lust of your father you will do.” Everyone is either a son or daughter of God or a son or daughter of the devil. The devil is here looked upon as having his own children to whom he is father. The attitudes and actions of these leaders clearly identified them as followers of Satan. They many not have been conscious of this, but their hatred of truth, their lies, and their murderous intentions indicted how much control Satan had over them. They were his tools in carrying out his plans; they spoke the same language of lies. Satan still uses people to obstruct God’s work (Genesis. 4:8; Romans 5:12; 1 John 3:12). Jesus describes the characteristics of Satan which are also of those who are his children. If they were not God’s children, they were the devil’s, for God and Satan divide the world of mankind; the devil is therefore said to work in the children of disobedience, (Eph. 2:2). All wicked people are the devil’s children, children of Belial (2 Co. 6:15 ), the serpent’s seed (Gen. 3:15 ), children of the wicked one, (Mt. 13:38). They partake of his nature, bear his image, obey his commands, and follow his example. Idolaters said to a stock, “Thou art our father”, (Jer. 2:27). This is a high charge, and sounds very harsh and horrid, that any of the children of men, especially the church’s children, should be called children of the devil, and therefore our Savior fully proves it. By a general argument: The lusts of your father you will do. "You do the devil’s lusts, the lusts which he would have you to fulfill; you gratify and please him, and comply with his temptation, and are led captive by him at his will: no doubt, you do those lusts which the devil himself fulfills.’’ Fleshly lusts and worldly lusts the devil tempts people to; but, being a spirit, he cannot fulfill them himself. The peculiar lusts of the devil are spiritual wickedness; the lusts of the intellectual powers, and their corrupt reasonings: pride and envy, and wrath and malice; enmity to that which is good, and enticing others to that which is evil; these are lusts which the devil fulfills, and those who are under the dominion of these lusts resemble the devil, as the child does the parent. The more there is of contemplation, and contrivance, and secret complacency, in sin, the more it resembles the lusts of the devil.
“Which of you convinceth me of sin”? He and they being contrary, either he was in an error or they were. Now take it either way. If he were in an error, why did they not convince him? The falsehood of pretended prophets was discovered either by the ill tendency of their doctrines (Deut. 13:2), or by the ill tenour of their conversation: You shall know them by their fruits; but Jesus Christ to them, which of you, you of the Sanhedrim, that take upon you to judge of prophets, which of you convinceth me of sin? They accused him of some of the worst of crimes—gluttony, drunkenness, blasphemy, Sabbath-breaking, confederacy with Satan, and what not. But their accusations were malicious groundless calumnies, and such as every one that knew him knew to be utterly false. When they had done their utmost by trick and artifice, subornation and perjury, to prove some crime upon him, the very judge that condemned him owned he found no fault in him. The sin he here challenges them to convict him of is, First, An inconsistent doctrine. They had heard his testimony; could they show any thing in it absurd or unworthy to be believed, any contradiction either of himself or of the scriptures, or any corruption of truth or manners insinuated by his doctrine? (John 18:20). Or, Secondly, An incongruous conversation: "Which of you can justly charge me with any thing, in word or deed, unbecoming a prophet?’’ Another thing charged upon them is that they would not hear the words of God, which further shows how groundless their claim of relation to God was. A doctrine laid down: “He that is of God heareth God’s words”; that is, he or she is willing and ready to hear them, is sincerely desirous to know what the mind of God is, and cheerfully embraces whatever he or she knows to be so. God’s words have such an authority over, and such an agreeableness with all that are born of God.  He or she apprehends and discerns them, he so hears them as to perceive the voice of God in them, which the natural man does not, (1 Co. 2:14).
51-57. Here the promise is ushered in with the usual solemn preface, Verily, verily, I say unto you, which commands both attention and assent, and this is what Jesus says, “If a man keep my sayings, he shall never see death.” When Jesus says those who obey him won’t die, he is talking about spiritual death, not physical death. Here we have, the character of a believer: he is one that keeps the sayings of the Lord Jesus, My word; that word of mine which I have delivered to you; this we must not only receive, but keep; not only have, but hold. We must keep it in mind and memory, keep it in love and affection, so keep it as in nothing to violate it or go contrary to it, keep it without spot, keep it as a trust committed to us, keep in it as our way, keep to it as our rule (1 Tim. 6:14). Those who follow Jesus will be raised to live eternally with him.
“Very, very, I say unto you, before Abraham was, I am,” meaning that God told Abraham, father of the Israelites, that through him all nations would be blessed (Genesis 12:1-7; 15:1-21). Abraham had been able to see this through the eyes of faith. Jesus, a descendant of Abraham, blessed all people through his death, resurrection, and offer of salvation.

58-59. Before Abraham was, I AM. This is one of Jesus’ own statements about his eternal existence. The immediate and negative response of the listeners makes clear that such a statement presumed the uniqueness of his person. They were not ready to accept what he said, for to do so meant they would have to worship him. In the Arian controversy before the Council of Nicea in 325 AD, Arius claimed that Jesus was created being—that there was a time when he did not exist. So since he was created, Jesus is considered to be on the same level as their so called ascended masters, who are actually demons. If you ask me what created the Roman Catholic Church? My answer would be that this discipline by Arius, which of course was from the pit of hell, was definitely the one that brought about the departure from the Scriptures which created the Catholic Church. Because the Scripture, however, teaches that Jesus is the eternally pre-existent one (Micah 5:2). Other Scripture verses confirm the eternity of Jesus, and the consequences for rejecting him (Deut. 18:18-19; 9:6; John 1:1, 2).
When Jesus says he existed before Abraham was born, he undeniably proclaims his divinity. Not only did Jesus say he existed before Abraham; he also applied God’s holy name: I AM to himself (Exodus 3:14). This claim demands a response. It cannot be ignored. The Jewish religious leaders tried to stone him for blasphemy because he claimed equality with God Almighty. But Jesus is called God. My friends, how have responded to Jesus, the Son of the Living God?  How long would you continue to act in the same manner as the Jewish religious leaders in their response to Jesus’ invitation? Although they well understood what Jesus was claiming, and since they didn’t believe him, they charged him with blasphemy. How ironic that they were really the blasphemers, cursing and attacking and planning to kill the God they claimed to serve!
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