Sabbath Day Sermon of February 8, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

All Knowledge is Not Wisdom
Proverbs Chapter 1

What the book of Psalms is to devotional life, the book of Proverbs is to everyday life. Proverbs gives practical suggestions for effective living. This book is not just a collection of homely sayings; it contains deep spiritual insights drawn from experience.  A proverb is a short, wise, easy-to-learn saying that calls a person to action. It does not argue about basic spiritual and moral beliefs; it assumes we already hold the truth of God Almighty. Although most of the material in this section is directed toward young men, all who seek wisdom will greatly benefit from these wise words.
The message in this chapter is in three parts. First it tells us who is being admonished, they are the children of the Almighty God. Secondly, it satisfies their curiosity on what is sin and what sinners do, and explains the sinners tricks to entice the children of God and why. Thirdly, it explains the fruits and the sinners rewards for all they do, compared to the fruits and the reward for those who would choose to obey God and remain his children. 

In this age of information, knowledge is plentiful, but wisdom is scarce. Wisdom means far more than simply knowing a lot. It is a basic attitude that affects every aspect of life. The first step to wisdom is to “fear the LORD God Almighty,” to honor and respect God, to live in awe of his power; this infact is the beginning of the right knowledge. Faith in God should be the foundation for your understanding of the world, your attitudes, and your actions. Trust in God and he will make you truly wise.

The book of Proverbs focuses on God: his character, works, and blessings and it tells how we can live in close relationship to him. The major portion of the book is Solomonic.  Agur and Lamuel are other contributors. Solomon the third King of Israel, son of the great King David, reigned during Israel’s Golden Age. When God said he would give him whatever he wanted, he asked for wisdom (1 Kings 3:5-14). God was pleased with this request, and he not only made Solomon wise but also gave him riches and power and an era of peace. Solomon built the glorious Temple in Jerusalem (1 Kings 6) and wrote most of the book of Proverbs.
1-6. “To know wisdom and instruction.” God gave Solomon the gift of wisdom. It was this gift that accounts for Solomon’s greatness. The book of proverbs will help us to entertain right notions of things, to distinguish between truth and falsehood, and to discern between good and evil. The apprehension of these things will enable us to mature in spirit and to guard against deadly mistakes. We can be instructed in wisdom by listening to and understanding the divine wisdom given by God to Solomon. The sayings were written for the least educated, the simpleminded, all of whom could understand the meaning. If the simple can understand, so can the well educated and the learned. The sayings will make the wise and good wiser and better. 
One of the most annoying types of people is a know-it-all, a person who has dogmatic opinion about everything and who is closed to anything new. Solomon calls this kind of person a fool. Do not be a know-it-all. Instead, be open to the advice of others, especially those who know you well and can give valuable insight and counsel. Learn how to learn from others. Remember, only God knows it all. Our actions speak louder than our words. This is especially true in the home. Children learn values, morals, and priorities by observing how their parents act and react every day. If parents exhibit a deep reverence for and dependence on God, the children will catch these attitudes. Parents should show reverence for God and teach their children right living by giving worship an important place in family life and by reading the Bible together.
“If sinners entice thee, consent thou not.” Sinners love to have company; they would prefer everyone going to hell in one hand-basket. They think to make their sinful conducts the norm for the society, by getting everyone to do what they do. Even the fallen angels became tempers as soon as they had sinned. Tempters do not argue or threaten; they use flattery and smooth talk. They make promises they cannot fulfill. But no one can legitimately say, “The devil made me do it.” Each must choose to do or not to do for himself or herself. Sin is attractive because it offers a quick route to prosperity and makes us feel like “one of the crowd.” When we go along with others and refuse to listen to the truth, our own appetites become our masters, and we would do anything to satisfy them. But sin, even when attractive, is deadly. We must learn to make choices, not on the basis of flashy appeal or short-range pleasure, but in view of the long-range effects. Sometimes this means steering clear of people who want to draw us into activities that we know are wrong. My friends, you cannot be friendly with sin and expect your life to remain unaffected. Turn and run from it, this is not cowardly; it is extremely brave.
Here God says to his sons and daughters, “walk not thou in the way with sinners; do not associate with them; be not unequally yoked with them,  rather get, and keep, as far off from them as thou canst; refrain thy foot from their path; do not take example by them, do not do as they do.’’ Such is the corruption of human nature that our foot is very prone to step into the path of sin, therefore, you must make the necessary effort upon yourselves to refrain your foot from it, and check yourself if at any time you take the least step towards it. First, consider how pernicious the way of sinners are in its own nature: Their feet run to evil, to kill and to steal to that which is displeasing to God and hurtful to mankind, for they make haste to shed blood in many ways (Matthew 5:21-22). Sons and daughters of the Almighty God and followers of Jesus are not to form binding relationships with sinners because this might weaken their Christian commitment, integrity, or standards. However, Christians are to be active in their witness for Jesus to sinners, but they should not lock themselves into personal or business relationships that could cause them to compromise their faith. Christians are to avoid situations that would force them to divide their loyalties.
16-19. Sin is downhill all the way. The longer sinners continue in their wicked ways, the faster they run and the more they make haste. Being “greedy of gain” is one of Satan’s surest traps. It begins when he plants the suggestion that you cannot live without some possession of more money, which of course, is the root of all evil. Then that desire fans its own fire until it becomes an all-consuming obsession to go get what you want by all means. My friends, when you have these desires building up in your mind, know that it is time to ask God for wisdom to recognize the greedy trappings that Satan places in your way. God’s Spirit will help you overcome it.
Why is the way of sin down-hill? It is because the sinners not only cannot stop themselves, but, the longer they continue in it, the faster they run, and make haste in it, as if they were afraid they should not do mischief enough and were resolved to lose no time. They would proceed leisurely to lay wait for blood. So much has Satan filled their hearts, that even when they are plainly made aware that this wicked way will certainly end in their own destruction, and yet they persist in it. The Scripture compares them to the silly bird, that sees the net spread to take her, and yet it is in vain; she is decoyed into it by the bait, and will not take the warning which her own eyes gave her. 

We are to think ourselves of more value than many sparrows, and therefore should have more wit, and act with more caution. God has made us wiser than the fowls of heaven (Job. 35:11), and shall we then be as stupid as they?  If you come to know what most sinners do, you will agree with Solomon that sinners are worse than the birds, and have not the sense which we sometimes perceive them to have; for the fowler knows it is in vain to lay his snare in the sight of the bird, and therefore he or she has arts to conceal it. But the sinner sees ruin at the end of his or her way; the murderer, the thief, see the jail and the gallows before them, nay, they may see hell before them; their watchmen tell them they shall surely die, but it is to no purpose; they rush into sin, and rush on in it, like the horse into the battle. 
Even Solomon himself was taken by this rush on it, that he began building pagan temples for his idolatrous wives. He also went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammorites. He also built a high place for the Chemosh, the abomination of the nation of Moab in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon. (1 Kings 11). This is how easily a righteous person who is not watchful could drift into worldly knowledge, politics, and then miss the mark. For really the stone they roll will turn upon themselves (Judges 16:20). This is what associating with sinners would do to a chosen vessel of God if he or she is not watchful against them. If you ask, if Solomon was wise, why did he turn from God? It is that while Solomon applied his wisdom to political affairs he did not always apply it to his spiritual life. He knew the right way to live, but he did not always have the will to do it. Many people have enough wisdom to know the difference between right and wrong, but they do not always do right. If we have the right knowledge which comes only from God Almighty, we would develop not only the wisdom to do right, but the will to do it.
Some sinners lay wait, and lurk privily, for the blood and lives of others, but it will prove, contrary to their intention, to be for their own blood, their own lives; they will come, at length, to a shameful end; and, if they escape the sword of the law of the land, yet there is a divine Nemesis that pursues them. Vengeance suffers them not to live. Their greediness of gain hurries them upon those practices which will not suffer them to live out half their days, but will cut off the number of their months in the midst. Sinners have little reason to be proud of their property in that they take away the life of the owners and then passes it to themselves; and what is a person profited, though he or she gain the whole world, if the person lose his or her life? For then the person can enjoy the world no longer; much less if the person lose his or her soul, and be drowned in destruction and perdition, as multitudes are by the love of money shall drown and burn in the Lake of Fire.

20-23. Wisdom is not silent in the midst of evil. She makes her voice known so that sinners can never say, “nobody told me,” and thus claim innocence. The picture of wisdom shouting in the streets is a personification, a literary device to make wisdom come alive for us. Wisdom is not a separate being; it is the mind of God revealed. By reading in the Gospel narratives about Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry, we can see wisdom in action. In order to understand how to become wise, we can listen to wisdom calling and instructing us in the Word of God (Proverbs. 14; James 1:5). In the book of Proverbs, a fool is not someone with mental deficiency, but someone with a character deficiency such as: rebellion, laziness, or anger. The worst form of foolishness under the sun, is to be angry with God for whatever reason. The fool is not dumb or stupid, but is unable to tell right from wrong or good from bad. 
24-27. “I have called, and ye refused”. The neglect of wisdom is a serious fault. To ignore the counsel of wisdom is to eat the fruit of the refusal and thus be unable to dwell safely. God is more than willing to pour out his wisdom on you if you desire them. To receive his advice, you must be willing to listen, refusing to let pride stand in your way. Pride is thinking more highly of your own wisdom and desires than of God’s. If you think you know better than God or feel you have no need of God’s direction, you have fallen into foolish pride. God is a leader who will be with you all the way. He knows the future, provides your agenda and goes with you as you fulfill his mission, you can have boundless hope. Jesus says, “I will not leave you alone, I will come to you.” In other words, in times of trouble, pain, suffering, or hardship, he will see you through to a glorious conclusion (John 14: 13-21).
Divine revelation is wisdom; all its dictates, all its laws, are wise as wisdom itself. God does, by the written word, by His Law delivered through Moses, which sets before us the blessing and the curse, by the lips of righteous men and women of God which keep knowledge, by his true servants the prophets, and all the true ministers of His Word, declare his mind to sinners, and give them warning as plainly as that which is proclaimed in the streets or in the true Church of Jesus Christ. God, in his Word, not only opens the case, but argues it with the children of men. 
“Come, now, and let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18); God says you do not have to go through life permanently soiled. If you are willing and obedient, God’s Word assures you that Jesus Christ will forgive and remove your most indelible stain of sin (Psalm 51:1-7). Jesus Christ himself is Wisdom, is Wisdoms, for in him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and he is the center of all divine revelation, not only the essential Wisdom, but the eternal Word, by whom God speaks to us and to whom he has committed all judgment; it is Jesus therefore, who here both pleads with sinners and passes sentence on them. He calls himself Wisdom, (Luke. 7:35). How he calls to us, and in what manner. 
If you ask “What is the call of God and Jesus Christ is?” He reproves sinners in love for their folly and their obstinately persisting in it. If you ask again, “Who they are in the Scriptures that Wisdom here reproves and expostulates with? In general, there are three sorts of persons here called to: Simple ones that love simplicity. Sin is simplicity, and sinners are simple ones; they do foolishly, very foolishly; and the condition of those is very bad who love simplicity, are fond of their simple notions of good and evil, their simple prejudices against the ways of God, and are in their element when they are doing a simple thing, sporting themselves in their own deceptions and flattering themselves in their wickedness. Scorners that delight in scorning; proud people that take a pleasure in hectoring all about them, jovial people that banter all mankind, and make a jest of everything that comes in their way. But scoffers at faith in God and the Lord Jesus are especially meant, the worst of sinners, that scorn to submit to the truths and laws of Jesus Christ, and to the reproofs and admonitions of his Word, and take a pride in running down everything that is sacred and serious. Fools that hate true knowledge of God. None but fools hate the knowledge of God Almighty. Those only are enemies to Christianity that do not understand it aright. And those are the worst of fools that hate to be instructed and reformed, and have a rooted antipathy to serious godliness.

28-30. Those who have laughed at God and mocked him will discover a time comes when God will laugh at them and mock them for their insolence and their haughty refusal to hear him and be helped by him. The door to heaven is open but there comes a time when it will be shut to sinners. Then when they cry, their prayers will not be heard because when God called they did not answer. Finding salvation requires more concentrated effort than most people are willing to put forth. Obviously we cannot save ourselves; there is no way we can by our good works, work ourselves into God’s favor. The work we must do “to enter in at the strait gate” is earnestly desiring to know Jesus Christ and diligently striving to follow him whatever the cost. We dare not put off making this decision, because the door will not stay open forever.  For “When once the master of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door, saying, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye are: Then shall ye begin to say, We have eaten and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our streets. But he shall say, I tell you, I know you not whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity” (Luke 13:25-27).
31-33. Everyone’s wages will be according to their works, and sinners choose their own doom by those works. Many proverbs point that the “fruit of their own way will be the consequences people will experience in this life. Faced with either choosing God’s wisdom or persisting in rebellious independence, many decide to go it alone. The problems such people create for themselves will destroy them.
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