Sabbath Day Sermon of February 7, 2015,
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The New Branch from the Old Root

Isaiah Chapter 11

In this chapter we read of the occasion of the prophecy concerning Messiah the Prince. (1) His rise out of the house of David; (2). His qualifications for his great undertaking; (3). The justice and equity of his government; (4) The peaceableness of his kingdom; (5) The accession of the Gentiles to it; (6) and with them the remnant of the Israelites, that should be united with them in the Messiah’s Kingdom (v. 11-16) and of all this God would now shortly give them a type, of an excellent government of Hezekiah, the great peace which the nation should enjoy under him, after the ruin of Sennacherib’s design, and the return of many of the ten tribes out of their dispersion to their brethren of the land of Judah, when they enjoyed that great tranquility.

The prophet had before, prophesied of a child that should be born, a son that should be given, on whose shoulders the government should be (Isaiah 9:6, 7), intending this for the comfort of the people of God in times of trouble, as dying Jacob, many ages before, had intended the prospect of Shiloh for the comfort of his seed in their affliction in Egypt (Genesis 49 verse 10). These messages of hope were fulfilled in the birth of Jesus Christ and the establishment of his eternal Kingdom. He came to deliver all people from their slavery to sin. 

Isaiah had said in chapter 10 verse 27 that the yoke should be destroyed because of the anointing; now here he tells us on whom that anointing should rest. He foretells, that the Messiah should, in due time, arise out of the house of David, as that branch of the Lord which he had said in chapter 4 verse 2 should be excellent and glorious; and in Matthew chapter 2 verse 23, where it is said to be spoken by the prophets of the Messiah that he should be called a Nazarene. In other words, by the lowliness of His birth. The character of the people of Nazareth was such that they were despised and condemned. Nathanael’s response, “Can anything good come from Nazareth?” (John 1:46) would seem to indicate such. To come from Nazareth, therefore, or to be a Nazarene, was the same as to be despised, or to be esteemed of low birth. 
1-7. The Messiah who would come to save His people would be “a root out of dry ground, having no form or comeliness” (Isaiah 53:2). He would be “despised and rejected of men” from whom men hid their faces and “esteemed him not” (Isaiah 53:3). We note here that whence this branch should arise from Jesse. He should be the son of David, with whom the covenant of royalty was made, and to whom it was promised with an oath that of the fruit of his loins God would raise up His Christ, Acts. 2 verse 30. David is often called the son of Jesse, and Jesus Christ is called so, because he was to be not only the Son of David, but David himself (Hosea 3 verse 5). The Northern Kingdom rebelled against David’s dynasty and took Jeroboam as their king (1 Kings Chapters 12 and 13). There rebellion was both political and religious. At that time, they reverted back to the worship of golden idols. “David their king” refers to the time Messiah’s rule when all people will stand before him in humility and submission. Those who won’t accept his blessings now will face his power and judgment later. How much better to love and follow him than face his angry judgment later.
“Out of the stem of Jesse,” that is, a branch out of his roots. Jesse the father of David, is likened to a tree that was felled. But from that stump would grow a new shoot. So God’s covenant with David will be fulfilled. The shoot, the seed of a woman or new Branch is none other than Jesus Christ, the Messiah. Since women do not have seed, this seed shall be God’s seed not man’s, hence the virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14; Micah 5:2). This prophetic work will be fulfilled at the end of the age, with the return of the Messiah as King of kings. The Messiah is our peace, who breaks down all the walls that separate one people from another. All enmities shall be slain and lasting friendship shall come between people of all nations, who would care to be members of the one flock. It will be a glorious age.
The earth presently does not have the knowledge of the Lord from North to South, or from East to West. But the time is coming when all that would hinder or opposed the knowledge of God from sweeping over all the earth will be destroyed. Then shall the fullness of Jesus Christ’s reign from sea to sea and shore to shore. The Messiah is the fulfillment of God’s promise that a descendant of David would rule forever (2 Samuel 7 verse 16). Judah had become corrupt, and now it was surrounded by hostile foreign powers. America as well has become corrupt, but she is imprisoned in her land by enemies within. The nation desperately needed a revival of righteousness, equity, and faithfulness. As Judah needed to turn from selfishness and show justice to the poor and the oppressed, so do we in America must do now before it is too late. The righteousness that God values in addition to refraining from sin, include that we actively turn toward others and offering them the help they need.

8-10. “The wolf shall dwell with the lamb.” It is incredible to think of hostile animals living at peace. It is even more incredible for hostile people to dwell at peace with one another. However, only in union with Jesus Christ can we love enough to overcome our hostilities against each other. This will be possible when very soon the whole world will come to acknowledge and know that Jesus Christ is LORD. A golden age is on its way, when all that were not fulfilled at Jesus’ first coming (Romans verses 9:22), will be fulfilled when Jesus Christ reigns over the earth. At that time the remnant of God’s people will return to their land. Some have said that the Old Testament often applied both to the near future and the distant future, however, this prophecy speaks more of the second coming of the Messiah when he shall settle all business with those nations who have always hated his people (Zechariah 12:1-6). Edom, Moab, and Ammon were three countries bordering Judah along with Philistia. They were, and still are the nations who, when Judah was defeated, rejoiced and took their land. In the book of Revelations Jesus said that the number of these hateful nations’ governments shall increase. Let us keep watch on the events of the day as they unfold and pray as Jesus had commanded us to do that he should come quickly.
11-15. All the Israelites will be gathered by God from the four corners of the earth. They will be united under one banner and the flag of God will fly. This will be accomplished by the powerful working of the Holy Spirit by the Word of God. Both Israelites and the Gentiles shall be gathered to the Messiah (John 10:14-18). A remnant of both, a little remnant in comparison, which shall be recovered, as it were, with great difficulty and hazard. As formerly God delivered his people, and gathered them out of all the countries whither they were scattered (Psalm 106:47; Jeremiah 16:15, 16), so he will a second time, in another way, by the powerful working of the Spirit of grace with the “Word” aka Jesus. 
He shall set his hand to do it; he shall exert his power, the arm of the Lord shall be revealed to do it. There shall be a remnant of the Israelites gathered in: from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and from the islands of the sea; the whole world. The outcasts of Israel, those that were cast out or refused acceptance by society, and the dispersed of Judah, many of whom, at the time of the bringing of them into Jesus Christ, were Israelites of the dispersion, the twelve tribes that were scattered abroad (James 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1), these shall flock to Jesus Christ; and probably more of those scattered Israelites would be brought into the Congregation of the LORD in Jesus Christ, in proportion, than of those which remained in their own land. Many of the nations, the Gentiles, shall be brought in by the lifting up of the ensign: the flag or banner; a signal to assemble; a standard to stand up for Jesus.  Jacob foretold concerning Shiloh that to him should the gathering of the people be (Genesis 49 verse 10). 
Those that were strangers and foreigners shall be made to live peacefully with each other. The Judaens in Jesus day were jealous of Jesus Christ’s going to the dispersed among the Gentiles and of his teaching the Gentiles, (John 7:35). There shall be a happy accommodation between Judah and Ephraim, and both shall be safe from their adversaries and have dominion over them. The coalescence between Judah and Israel at that time was a type and figure of the uniting of the Israelites and Gentiles, who had been so long at variance in the Gospel Church. The house of Judah shall walk with the house of Israel (Jeremiah 3:18) and become one nation (Ezekiel 37:22); so the Israelites and Gentiles are made of twain one new people (Ephesians 2:15), and, being at peace one with another, those that are adversaries to them both shall be cut off; for they shall fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines, as an eagle strikes at her prey, and shall spoil those on the west side of them, and then they shall extend their conquests eastward over the Edomites, Moabites, and Ammonites. The Gospel of Jesus Christ shall be successful in all parts, and people in many nations shall become obedient to the faith in Jesus Christ. Everything that might hinder the progress and success of the Gospel of Jesus Christ shall be taken out of the way; for example, the Roman Vatican which has for centuries oppressed the nations, the Gospel and the people of God shall be no more.

16. The prophet now speaks of the second Exodus when God brings his scattered people back to Judah and the Messiah comes to rule the world. The Egyptian sea, that is, the “The Red Sea” the river, that is, “The Euphrates.” The Lord dried up the Red Sea so the Israelites could walk through it on their way to the Promised Land (Exodus 14). He dried up the Jordan River so the nation could cross into the land (Joshua chapter 3). The sea of Egypt referred to here is the Gulf of Suez. God will again provide a passageway for the safe return of his people as he did during the Exodus.
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