Sabbath Sermon of February 2, 2013

By Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Goes To The Feast of Tabernacles

John Chapter 7

The Feast of the Tabernacles as described in Leviticus 23:33, is one of the seven Feasts of The Lord God which he had commanded to be observed by those who would obey Him. These seven feasts that God has commanded us to keep, denotes God’s plan for the redemption of humanity. Keeping the Sabbaths God says, is a sign that you belong to him (Ex. 31:13-17). In other words, if you would not keep his Sabbaths, could it be that you are not his or that you are in disobedience to the commandment of the Almighty God? Think again!
Jesus brothers had a difficult time believing in him. Some of these brothers would eventually become leaders in the Church, but for several years they were embarrassed by him, that they appeared not want to see him around. After Jesus died and rose again, they finally believed. We today have every reason to believe because we have the full record of Jesus’ miracles, death, and resurrection. We also have evidence of what the Gospel has done in people’s lives through the centuries. If you have not believed in Jesus yet, do no miss this opportunity to believe in the Son of God. 

Jesus reminds his brethren who probably were making fund of him for staying away from Jerusalem, where the enemies of the Word of God he teaches were waiting to do harmful things to him. He tells them that the reason the world love them, is because they do not testify of the evil the worldly people do. But for the Believers, because the world hated Jesus, we who follow him can expect that many people will hate us as well, that is if we are doing what Jesus has commanded us to do: that we be his witnesses and as the salt of the earth.
The Feast of the Tabernacles is held on the fifteenth day of the seventh month of the Hebrew calendar [September–October] and lasted eight days. The feast commemorated the wilderness life of the Hebrews when they left Egypt signifying the process of salvation. At this feast, priests drew water from the pool of Siloam and poured it out in libation [an act of pouring a liquid as a sacrifice] upon the altar of the temple. This symbolizes God’s promise to pour the Holy Spirit upon any one who desires it. Those that are sensible of their spiritual wants, and the insufficiency of the creature to supply them, shall have abundant satisfaction in God: those that are barren as the dry ground shall be watered with the grace of God, with floods of that grace, and God will himself give the increase. If the ground be ever so dry, God has floods of grace to water it. The water God will pour out is his Spirit (John. 7:39), which God will pour out without measure upon the seed, that is, Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:16 ), and by measure upon all those are faithful to him (Luke. 11:13). This is the great New-Testament promise, that God, having sent his servant Christ, and upheld him, will send his Spirit to uphold us. This gift of the Holy Ghost is the great blessing God had reserved the plentiful effusion of for the latter days: “I will pour my Spirit,” that is, my blessing; for where God gives his Spirit he will give all other blessings. At that time, all believers in the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob would be unashamed and delighted to let everyone know about their relationship with him (Ex. 23:16; Isa 44:3).
At this stage Jesus’ brothers did not believe in him. If they had, they never would have said what we find recorded in John 7:3, 4.  His brothers were related to him by bloodline but not by “fatherline” Grace does not run in the bloodline. Saved parents have unsaved children, and sometimes saved children have unsaved parents. Being born in a Christian family is a good sign, but it is no guarantee of salvation. Each of us has to make an individual decision.

Jesus was an enigma to those who listened to him at the temple. The people knew he had not been a student in the schools of the prophets, nor did he have the benefit of what we might call academies, colleges, or universities. He had received the Spirit without measure, so he did not need to receive knowledge from any man or by man. He had knowledge beyond what any human being ever had or would have.  Jesus came with the greatest gift ever offered, so why did he act secretly some might say? The religious leaders hated him and would refuse his gift of salvation no matter what he said or did. The more he taught and worked publicly, the more these leaders would cause trouble for Jesus and his followers. So it was necessary for Jesus to teach and work as quietly as possible. Today we still have the privilege of teaching, preaching, and worshipping publicly with little persecution. We should be thankful and take advantage of our freedom today. The religious leader had a great deal of power over the common people. It is apparent that they couldn’t do much to Jesus at this time, but they threatened anyone who might publicly support him (John 9:22). 
Like most Christians today who talk about Jesus, but when it comes to the time to speak up for him in public, they would not say a word. They would be afraid. Fear can stifle our witness. Although many people talk about Jesus Christ in church, when it comes to making a public statement about their faith, they are often embarrassed. Well if you are one of these Christians who would freeze when it is time to publicly speak up for Jesus, you should know that Jesus says that he will acknowledge you before God if you acknowledge him before others, but if you would not acknowledge him before others he will not acknowledge you before his Father (Matt. 10:32, 33).  If you have not been speaking up for Jesus, it is time to start. Be courageous! Speak up for Jesus and receive the gift of eternal life.
If you are desirous to know God’s will and do it, you will know intuitively that Jesus has told us the truth about himself. When ever you are listening to a preacher of the Gospel, how do you know he is telling the truth? You test the words of the preacher against the words of Jesus. Do his words agree with or contrast the Bible, and do his words point to God and doing his will or to himself and big ventures. The Pharisees of Jesus’ day spent their days trying to achieve holiness by keeping the meticulous rules they had added to God’s laws. Jesus’ accusation that they did not keep Moses’ laws exasperated them deeply.  They were living far below what the Law of Moses required. However, Jesus says that the righteousness of the believer in him must exceed that of the Pharisees, meaning that his followers should do more than the moral law requires, not by addition to its requirements, but by going beyond the do’s and don’ts to the spirit of the Law (Rom. 8:2-4).
20-27. In Jesus’ day there was a small group looking for the right opportunity to kill him, while most were still trying to decide what they believed about him. Today we have a small group waiting for his return, while a great multitude have refused to hear the Gospel of his salvation. If you are reading this message today, to which of this group do you belong? My friend, call to Jesus right now and he will save you, before the terrible days ahead get here.
All male infants were circumcised on the eight day after birth. In Israel in Jesus’ day, if the baby was born on the Sabbath, circumcision was performed the following Sabbath despite the prohibition against work on that day. Jesus argued that if the Jews violated the Sabbath law in order to keep the law of circumcision, it was far more reasonable to allow for healing on the Sabbath day, which was more important than circumcising infants. Helping one’s neighbor was the second table of the law.  This chapter shows the many reactions people had toward Jesus then and as also in our day. They called him a Goodman, a deceiver, a devil possessed man, the Christ, and the Prophet. Today he is described as one of their so called ascended masters. Ascended masters are of course, demons. You must make up your mind about who Jesus is, knowing that whatever you decide will have eternal consequences. If you are one of Those who believe in the tradition that the Messiah would simply appear, you are ignoring the Scriptures that clearly prophesied the Messiah’s birthplace (Micah 5:2). You should know he was born in Bethlehem (Luke 2:1-7), although he grew up in Nazareth. If you had looked more careful, you would not have jumped to the wrong conclusion. When we search for God’s truth, we should make sure we look carefully and thoroughly at the Bible with an open heart and mind. We should never jump into conclusions before knowing more of what the Bible says.
“His hour was not yet come.”’ This is a phrase used often in John’s Gospel. The reason the multitude could not touch Jesus was not that they lacked the desire to do so, or that they talked without intending to act. Rather, his hour was not yet come, meaning God hindered them from doing what they wanted because he had a timetable of his own, and nothing could interfere with the divine plan to save us by the death and resurrection of Jesus. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16).
Jesus says, “He that believeth on me, as the scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living waters.” Some have said that there is no direct quotation to be found in the Old Testament Scriptures, but Jesus who is the Word himself, took these general verses references and applied them in this new context (Isa, 12:3; 44:3; 58:11; Ezek. 47:1-12; Joel 3:18). Jesus in promising to give the Holy Spirit to all who believed, was claiming to be the Messiah, for that was something only the Messiah could do. Jesus used the term living water to indicate that eternal life is given through the Holy Spirit, and wherever the Holy Spirit is accepted, he brings eternal life. The Holy Spirit empowered Jesus followers at Pentecost and has since been available to all who believe in Jesus as Savior. To receive the Holy Spirit Jesus says, you must prove that you love him by keeping his commandments. When you do, then will he ask the Father to give the Holy Spirit to you (John 14:15-17, 21, 23). Therefore, the things we do and the lifestyle we lead do tell whether we love Jesus or not. Again, if you will not not keep Jesus’ commandments, you cannot say that you are obedient to God. To believe in God and be obedient to Him, require that you keep the words of Jesus. Because the words Jesus speak do not originate from him, but from the Father who sent him to do his will (John 14:24). What is the Father’s will for Jesus if you ask: to give his life for the salvation of the world (John 10:7-18).
37-45. “But this spake he of the spirit, which they that believe on him should receive, for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because that Jesus was not yet glorified.” This spoke he of the Spirit: not of any outward advantages accruing to believers as perhaps some misunderstood him, but of the gifts, graces, and comforts of the Spirit. We see how scripture is the best interpreter of scripture. Here we read that it is promised to all that believe on Jesus Christ that they shall receive the Holy Ghost. Some received his miraculous gifts (Mk. 16:17, Mk. 16:18); all received his sanctifying graces. The gift of the Holy Ghost is one of the great blessings promised in the new covenant (Acts. 2:39), and, if promised, no doubt performed to all that have an interest in that covenant. The Spirit dwelling and working in believers is as a fountain of living running water, out of which plentiful streams flow, cooling and cleansing as water, mollifying and moistening as water, making them fruitful, and others joyful. When the apostles spoke so fluently of the things of God, as the Spirit gave them utterance (Acts. 2:4), and afterwards preached and wrote the gospel of Christ with such a flood of divine eloquence, then this was fulfilled, Out of his belly shall flow rivers. This plentiful effusion of the Spirit was yet the matter of a promise; for the Holy Ghost was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. He had not yet died for our sins, resurrected, ascended into heaven, and seated on the right hand of the Father (John 16:7-11).
46-51. The Jewish religious leaders saw themselves as an elite group who alone had the truth, and they resisted the truth about Jesus Christ because it was not theirs to begin with. It is easy to think that we have the truth and that those who disagree with us do not have any truth at all. But God’s truth is available to everyone. Do not follow the path of the Pharisees self-centered and narrow attitude. Rather you should test every spirit by the truth in the of Word God.
Here we are offered additional insight into Nicodemus, the Pharisee who visited Jesus at night. Apparently Nicodemus had become a secret believer. Since most of the Pharisees hated Jesus and wanted to kill him, Nicodemus risked his reputation and high position when he spoke up for Jesus. His statement was bold, and the Pharisees immediately became suspicious. After Jesus’ death, Nicodemus brought spices for his body (John 19:39). Nicodemus confronted the Pharisees with their failure to keep their own laws. The Pharisees saw themselves losing ground, and the Temple guards that were sent to find faults with Jesus, came back impressed by Jesus, and one of the Pharisee’s own,  Nicodemus, was defending him. With their hypocritical motives being exposed and heir prestige slowly eroding, they began to move to protect themselves. Pride began to interfere with their ability to reason, and soon they became obsessed with getting rid of Jesus just to save face. What was good and right no longer mattered; they continued to break their own laws by plotting to murder Jesus. These men were of one mind in this plot, but they knew not that the year of the redeemed was now come, the seventy weeks determined were now accomplished, when transgression must be finished, reconciliation made, and an everlasting righteousness brought in, by the cutting off of Messiah the true Israelite, the Prince,  as recorded in Daniel. 9:24, 26.
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