Sabbath Sermon of February 25, 2012
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Parable of the Wicked Tenant Farmers
Mark Chapter 12

This parable of the wicked farmer tenants (husbandmen) was applied to the Jewish nation for its rejection of God’s Messiah. Jesus warned of the dire consequences of this decision—not only were they to be cast out; there inheritance was to be given over to Gentiles, who were offered the Kingdom of God the Jews had rejected. Why has the Kingdom of God given to the Gentiles? In this chapter we learn that Israel is pictured as a vineyard, i.e., the nation God cultivated to bring the salvation message to this World. But her religious leaders not only frustrated their nation’s purpose, they also killed those trying to fulfill it. They were so jealous and possessive that they forgot the welfare of the very people they were supposed to be bringing to God. Israel had adopted the Babylonian religious system; the same one we see everywhere today through what Jesus in the book of Revelations described as the synagogue of Satan, in Jesus day they had rejected the true salvation message of the Almighty God, and today nothing has changed in their apostasy and their blasphemies against Jesus Christ.  
“The stone which the builders rejected.” This word comes from Ps. 118:22, 23. History has it that when the temple was being constructed all the stones were hewed out beforehand and assembled on the site of the temple; there was one stone for which there appeared to be no place. It was discarded. Later it was found to be the chief cornerstone. Jesus referred to himself as the stone rejected by the builders. Jesus says that the rejection of the chief cornerstone is the Lord’s doing,’ meaning that since they did not sort The Lord’s blessing in their project, the building they have built is without the chief corner stone, therefore, it will be destroyed for the right building with the right chief cornerstone to be built with Jesus Christ as the foundation of it. God will set Christ as his King, upon his holy hill of Zion, and all the world shall see and own this to be the Lord’s doing, in justice to the Jews and in compassion to the Gentiles. The exaltation of Christ was the Lord’s doing, and it is his doing to exalt him in our hearts, and to set up his throne there; and if it be done, it cannot but be marvelous in our eyes. 
Now what effect had this parable upon the chief priests and scribes, whose conviction was designed by it? They knew he spoke this parable against them, and you would think that what Jesus said to them would have at least frightened them into a compliance with Jesus and his gospel, should have prevailed to bring them to repentance, at least to make them desist from their malicious purpose against him: but, instead of that, (1.) They sought to lay hold on him, and make him their prisoner immediately, and so to fulfill what he had just now said they would do to him.  Although most of the Jews would reject him, he would become the cornerstone of a new “building” the Church (Acts 4:11, 12). As the cornerstone was used as a base to make sure the other stones of the building were straight and level, so is Jesus’ life and teaching would be to the Church’s foundation.
Jesus enemies wanted to deliver him into the hands of the political power of the Herodians and the authority of the Roman government. They could not put him to death, but the governor could easily do it for them. They wanted to be informers against him. They were spies who pretended to be honest people. Because they knew that anyone who avoided paying tribute faced harsh penalties, so they asked Jesus whether it was lawful for the free-born sons of Abraham to pay tribute to Caesar, if Jesus said it was wrong, they would deliver him to the Roman government for treason. If he said it was right, the Jews would be angry, because not only did they hope that the Messiah would free them from Rome’s yoke, but the Jews hated paying taxes to Rome because the money supported their oppressors and symbolized their subjection. Again, much of the taxes went to maintain the pagan temples and luxurious lifestyle of Rome’s upper class.
The Pharisees admitted that the coin they gave Jesus had Caesar’s image on it. Jesus told them that they should have asked whether it was right to pay and receive Caesar’s money and used it as an instrument of commerce. Since they did this, they ought to pay tribute to the one who gave them this convenience and whose money had value. Therefore, Jesus says, “They are to render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” In other words, the Jews were not to be bound to Caesar’s religion, for only God has the authority to say, “Give me your heart.”
14-27. “Certain of the Sadducees.”  The Sadducees opposed the Pharisees, but when it came to Jesus they were in League with each other to rid of themselves of him. The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, yet they asked Jesus a question which had no significance whatever if there was no such thing as bodily resurrection. Their question was dishonest even when they claimed to be teachers of the Law; it had for its purpose the entrapment of Jesus. They supposed that their question could not be answered by Jesus and that this would further their agenda against the doctrine of the bodily resurrection, which Jesus taught so plainly. But as usual Jesus the Son of God used Scripture to support his answer and left them confounded as people who knew not the Scripture when they should have known it. We are responsible for all that the Bible contains whether we know all of it or not. Many people have Bibles that might as well have blank pages, for they are never read. The Sadducees believed only in the Pentateuch, Jesus quoted from Exodus 3:6 to prove that there is life after death.
28-34. “One of the Scribes.” A Scribe was one who numbered or one who wrote. He was a learned person who could perform a variety of duties at a time when many Hebrews could not write. In the New Testament we are told what they did and how they felt: (1) they were often Pharisees (Acts. 23:9); (2) they were the doctors of the Old Testament law (Matt. 22:35); (3) they were Old Testament experts (12:35); Matt. 2:4; 17:10); (4) they were filled with pride (12:38); (5) they sat on Moses’ seat (Matt. 32:2); (6) Jesus condemned them (Matt. 23:15); (7) because of their hatred for Jesus they helped to hand him over to the Romans to be crucified as was prophesied by Jesus and the prophets. 
One of the scribes came and asked Jesus saying, “Which is the first commandment?” By Jesus time, the Jews had accumulated over six hundred laws, and some religious leaders tried to distinguish between major and minor laws, others thought that it was dangerous to make any distinctions. This scribe’s question was intended to provoke controversy among these groups, but Jesus provided an interpretation we might easily miss. The difference is between “I am” and “I was.” The verb tense makes all the difference in the world. “I was” would have meant that Abraham and the fathers were dead. “I am” means they are alive and God is still their God.
God’s laws are not burdensome. Jesus describes the twofold law of love, love toward God, and love toward all men including enemies governs all Christian conduct. Even love is governed by other commandments; it works in concert with righteousness, holiness, and justice. Love is governed by (1) principles—love will do nothing that is expressly forbidden (e.g., it is never loving to commit fornication and adultery or tell a lie. However compelling the circumstances might appear to be); and (2) expediency, which dictates the surrendering or that which might cause a brother or sister to stumble. 
Jesus said this man had grasped the intent of God’s Law as it is so often stressed in the Old Testament—that true obedience comes from the heart. Since all the Old Testament commands lead to Jesus Christ, this man’s next step was faith in Jesus himself. As one of the scribes, this however, was the most difficult step to take. So until he takes the next step which he definitely must take to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus said he is not far from the Kingdom of God. But unless he takes that next step, he might not enter.
35-37. “Who is the son of David?” Jesus here states that the scribes were defective in their teaching when they could not explain what David meant when he called the Son of David Lord. The scribes did teach that the Messiah is to be the Son of David. Well and good. But they did not explain how and why David called his Son his “Lord.”  Psalm 110:1 shows that David considered the Messiah to be his Lord. The religious leaders did not understand that the Messiah would be far more than a human descendant of David; he would be God himself in human form. Obviously by calling him Lord, David meant that the person they called the Son of David was the Son of God and as such was worthy of being his Lord.
 38-44. “Beware of the scribes.” In his doctrine, i.e., in his teaching, which of course, was doctrinal. He accused the scribes of hypocrisy. Jesus again exposed the religious leader’s impure motives. The scribes, or teachers of the law, received no pay, so they depended upon the hospitality extended by devouts, which has been one of reasons false preachers do not tell their members the truth about the consequences of sinning. Some of them used this custom to exploit people cheating the poor and widows out of everything they had and taking advantage of the rich. They acted pious to gain status, financial reward, recognition and respect.
Jesus warned against trying to make impression. True followers of Jesus Christ are not distinguished by showing spirituality, reading the bible, praying in public, or following church rituals which can be phony if the motive for doing them is to be noticed or honored. The believer’s actions must be consistent with his or her beliefs. The Christian must live for Jesus Christ, even when no one is looking.
The scribes or teachers’ punishment would be especially great because as teachers they were responsible for shaping the faith of the people. But they saddled people with petty rules while they lived greedily and deceitfully. Their behavior oppressed and misled the very people they were supposed to lead. 
In the Temple there where several boxes where collections such as tithes could be placed. Some were for colleting the freewill offerings. These particular collection boxes were probably in the Court of Women. In the Lord’s eyes, this poor widow gave more than all the others put together, although her gift was by far the smallest. The value of a gift is not determined by its amount, but by the spirit in which it is given. A gift given grudgingly or for recognition loses its value. When you give, remember that gifts of any size are pleasing to God when they are given out of gratitude and a spirit of generosity.
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