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How To Wait For The Lord’s Coming

1 Thessalonians 5

Today we hear from the subscribers to the United Nations’ one world government policy and the Ecumenical movements of non-Christian organizations headed by the Vatican as they have continually used these words to deceive the simple minded: “Peace, Safety and Unity. But what does the Bible say to expect when these words come into common use among religious and political leaders and people in the world? The Bible says, “For when they shall say, Peace and Safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.” 
 Another pronouncement we hear quite often today is the setting of timetable for the return of the Lord Jesus. But again, the Scriptures warn against setting any timetable for the consummation of the age, that is, the second coming of the LORD Jesus.  Do not be missed by anyone who claims to know when Jesus will return. Apostle Paul says Jesus’ coming will be like that of a thief in the night. Since no one knows when that coming will take place, believers are always to be ready (Matthew 24:42; 25:13; Mark 13:33-37; Luke 12:35-38). Jesus himself said that his coming will be swift and sudden. There will be no opportunity for last-minute repentance or bargaining. The choice you have already made will determine your eternal destiny. If you are reading this message, may I ask if you have given a thought to where you will spend eternity? If you are still breathing, perhaps it is not too late to give your life to Jesus Christ, and he will give you eternal life. Please my friend, chose today to live with Jesus forever in his heavenly Kingdom.
5-11. What should you as a Christian be doing while you wait for Jesus’ coming? You are to be watchful and sober; you are not to be asleep or getting drunk as most people in the world seemed to be doing; you are to be temperate and moderate; you are to be armed with faith, hope, and love. The reason for all this is that you as a born again Christian is not destined to experience the wrath of God, but His salvation. What wrath of God, if you ask? The Bible tells us in Daniel 12:2 “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” Also in Revelation we read: “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.” Therefore, as a true Christian you ought to live in the light of that expectation! 
“Wherefore comfort yourselves together.“  If you have ever been a runner in a race, you would know that as you near the end of a long race, your legs ache, your throat burns, and your whole body cries out for you to stop. This is when friends and fans are most valuable. Their encouragement helps you push through the pain to the finish line. In the same way, Christians are to encourage one another.  A word of encouragement offered at the right moment can be the difference between finishing well and collapsing along the way. Look around you. Be sensitive to other’s need for encouragement and offer supportive words or actions.

Paul says grieve not the Holy Spirit, whereby you are sealed unto the day of redemption (Ephesians 4:30). But how does one grieve the Holy Spirit? Well, Paul says not to allow bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil speaking, and malice be found in you. Rather, you should be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Jesus sake has forgiven you. Paul continues to say that in other not to grieve the Holy Spirit, you should not allow corrupt communication to proceed out of your mouth, but let that which is good to the use of edifying that minister grace to your hearers.

Now that you know what not to do to grieve the Holy Spirit and break the seal of your salvation, if you ask what must I do? You are to be follower of God Almighty through Jesus Christ, as a dear child; and walk in love, as Jesus also loves you, and has taught us to do, by giving himself for you and me in an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savor, thereby removing our sins. If you wish to walk in this love, you must shun fornication, all uncleanness, covetousness, filthiness, foolish talking, and jesting. However, if you choose to practice these things, you can expect only the wrath of God on you. God will shut the door of heaven to you. 

Finding salvation requires more concentrated effort than most people are willing to put forth. Obviously you cannot save yourself, there is no way you can work yourself into God’s favor. The work you must do “to enter in at the strait gate” is earnestly desiring to know Jesus and diligently striving to follow him whatever the cost. You dare not put off making this decision, because the door will not stay open forever (Luke 13:25). Think of the distinguishing day that is coming and the decisions of that day, and you will say there are a few that shall be saved and that we are concerned to strive: The Master of the house will rise up, and shut to the door. Jesus Christ is the Master of the house, that will take cognizance of all that frequent his house and are retainers to it, will examine comers and goers and those that pass and repass. Now he seems as if he left things at large; but the day is coming when he will rise up, and shut to the door. What door? If you ask, a door of distinction. 
Now, within the temple of the church there are carnal people who worship in the outer-court, and spiritual people who worship within the veil; between these the door is now open, and they meet freely in the same external performances. But, when the Master of the house is risen up, the door will be shut between them, that those who are in the outer-court may be kept out, and left to be trodden underfoot by their adversary (Revelation 11:2). As to those that are filthy, shut the door upon them, and let them be filthy still; that those who are within may be kept within, that those who are holy may be holy still (Revelation 22:11-12). The door is shut to separate between the precious and the vile, that sinners may no longer stand in the congregation of the righteous. Then you shall return, and discern between them. A door of denial and exclusion. Before that faithful day when Jesus returns, the Bible describes the two attitudes that would be prevalent toward His return and the consequences. There would be persons who would diligently prepare for it by investing their time and talents to serve God, and these would be rewarded. There would be persons who would have no heart for the work of the Kingdom of God, and these would be punished. God rewards faithfulness. Those who bear no fruit for God’s Kingdom cannot expect to be treated the same as those who are faithful. How would Jesus find you living? Are you ready to meet him? Join me and the brethren to live each day prepared to welcome him.

The “day of the Lord is a future time when God will intervene directly and dramatically in world affairs. Prophesied and discussed often in the Old Testament (Isaiah 13:6-12; Joel 2:28-32; Zephaniah 1:14-18), the Day of the Lord will include both punishment and blessing. Jesus Christ will judge sin and set up his eternal Kingdom.

12-15. “And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you in the Lord.” This refers to elders and deacons in the congregation. Elders and deacons could be the ministers of the Gospel; Pastors, Evangelists, Prophets, Bishops and officers of the congregation (Ephesians 4:11-13). How do you know them who labor among you? Think of your pastor and other leaders of the congregation of the Lord. You are to honor them by expressing your appreciation, tell them how you have been helped by their leadership and teaching, and thank them for their ministry in your life. If on the other hand you say nothing, and you do not get involved in Church activities, how will they know where you stand or how to serve you? Remember they need and deserve your support and love as brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.
Here is a warning for the unruly; “unruly” could be translated, “idle” or “lazy”. Do not loaf around with the lazy; with them. Do not yell at the frightened or weak, comfort them. If it becomes difficult for you to distinguish between laziness and fear, that is, if a person is doing nothing, and another because he or she is lazy and the other out of fear of doing something wrong, the key to ministry is sensitivity sensing the condition of each person and offering the appropriate remedy for each situation. Understand that you cannot effectively help anyone until you know the problem. You cannot apply the medicine until you know where the wound is. This we can do through prayer allowing God to guide us to know where the wound is, so we can effectively bind the wound of the afflicted.
16-18 “Rejoice evermore.” Your joy, prayers, and thankfulness to God should not fluctuate with your circumstances or feelings. You are to obey these three commands: rejoice, keep on praying, and give thanks. Understand that when you make a decision to do what God says, you will begin to see people in a new perspective. When you do God’s will, you will find it easier to be joyful and thankful. 
“Pray without ceasing.” You are not to spend all your time on your knees, but you are to endeavor to have a prayerful attitude at all times. Your attitude should be built upon acknowledging your dependence on God, realizing his presence within you, and determining to obey him fully. Then will you find it naturally to pray frequently, spontaneously, short prayers. Remember not to substitute the regular hours of prayer with your prayerful attitude.
“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Jesus Christ concerning you.” Paul was not teaching that we should thank God for everything that happens to you, but in everything. Evil does not come from God, so we should not thank him for it. But when evil do come, you can still be thankful for God’s presence and for the good he will accomplish through the distress.

19-21. “Quench not the Spirit.” The Holy Spirit gives gifts to Christians such as speaking in tongues, prophecy, healing, etc. Believers can be unenthusiastic or overly enthusiastic about these gifts. The caution here is not to dampen or smother or quench the Spirit’s gifts. They are to be employed for edifying (1 Corinthians 14:26) and doing things decently and in order (1 Corinthians 14:11, 12; 1 Corinthians 14:40). By warning us not to “quench the Spirit,” Paul means we should not ignore or toss aside the gifts the Holy Spirit gives. He mentions prophecy, and speaking in tongues. Sometimes spiritual gifts are controversial and cause division in the congregation. Most churches rather than try to solve the problem by seeking counsel with the Holy Spirit, would in error choose to smother the gifts. This impoverishes the church. We should not stifle the Holy Spirit’s work in anyone’s life but encourage the full expression of these gifts in the body of Jesus Christ. Although there will always be counterfeit churches led by counterfeit ministers as well as counterfeit gifts by false spirits in them, but God has given us His Word by which we can test and identify false spirits (Acts 17:11).
God has given his church an enormous responsibility, to make disciples of every nation (Matthew 28:18-20), and it is only by the empowering of the Holy Spirit can this be accomplished. This involves preaching, teaching, healing, nurturing, giving, administering, building, and many other tasks. If we had to fulfill this command as individuals, we might as well give up without trying; it would be impossible.  But God calls us as members of his body. Some of us can do one task; some can do another. Together we can obey God more fully than any of us could alone.  It is a human tendency to overestimate what we can do by ourselves and to underestimate what we can do as a group. But as the body of Jesus Christ, we can do more functioning together than we would dream possible working by ourselves. 
“Despise not prophesying.” We should not make fund of those who are called to speak for God, but we should always check their words against the Bible as no true prophecy contradicts the Word of God (Acts 17:11). But if we scoff at those who speak the truth instead, we would be on dangerous ground. The Scripture says to test the spirit, in other words, we should carefully check out what people say, accepting what is true according to the Scriptures and rejecting what is false. 
22-28. “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” As a Christian you are to avoid every kind of evil. If you ask, how can I avoid all manner of evil because you live in a sinful world? You can make sure that you do not give evil a foothold, and in your appearance, by avoiding tempting situations and concentrating on obeying God in all things. You can avoid talking, dressing or behaving like the worldly people. When it comes to dressing, the Bible admonishes the Christian woman how to dress: “that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array” to gain respect by looking beautiful rather than becoming like Jesus in character (1Timothy 2:9). These are good means to prevent our being deceived with false doctrines, or unsettled in our faith; for our Savior has told us (John 7:17 ), “If a man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine whether it be of God.” Corrupt affections indulged in the heart, and evil practices allowed of in the life, will greatly tend to promote fatal errors in the mind; whereas purity of heart, and integrity of life, will dispose men and women to receive the truth in the love of it. We should therefore abstain from evil, and all appearances of evil, from sin, and that which looks like sin, leads to it, and borders upon it. He or she  who is not shy of the appearances of sin, who shuns not the occasions of sin, and who avoids not the temptations and approaches to sin, will not long abstain from the actual commission of sin.
Paul prays for the preservation of the Christians’ spirit, soul, and body.  Some have argued whether a man is trichotomous, that is, made of three parts or dichotomous, that is, made of two parts. In the Old Testament the words flesh, heart, soul, and spirit are used, but nothing is said about whether man is the sum of the different parts. Scripture does not say that man exists after death, at least for a time, as a disembodied person who is conscious and for whom pains and sufferings are realities (Luke 16:19; Philippians 1:23; Revelation 7:14-17). However, Paul does not refer so much to distinct parts of a person as to the entire being of a person. This expression is Paul’s way of saying that God must be involved in every aspect of your life from everything else, obeying God only in some ethereal sense or living for him only one day each week. Jesus must control all of you, in your relationship with him.
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