Sabbath Sermon of February 16, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus, The Good Shepherd

John Chapter 10

Jesus story of the good shepherd could be said to be an allegory, not an illustration or parable. An allegory differs from a parable in one important way: all the details of an allegory are significant. In a parable the details are incidental to the main point. Thus, for example, in the parable of the mustard seed (Matt. 13:31, 32) the main point relates to the growth of the Kingdom. The details about the seed, the tree, and the birds are incidental; no special point should be deduced from their mention. In the allegory of the good shepherd all of the details are important. Jesus is the shepherd of the sheep. He is the door by which every sheep must enter. Jesus, the shepherd, died for his sheep. And whoever is not a true sheep cannot enter the door. A parable, in definition, contains an earthly story with a heavenly meaning. It is spoken in terms of the language and figures of that day. No parable should be pressed beyond the central meaning, which is easily discerned. The details cannot be properly understood apart from the central thought. 

11-15. Jesus Christ is called the Good Shepherd here, the “Great Shepherd,” and the Chief Shepherd. The shepherd often slept in the fold to protect the sheep. Just as the  shepherd cares for his sheep, Jesus the Good shepherd, cares for his flock [those who follow him], (Ezek. 34:23). The Good Shepherd died for his sheep, the Great Shepherd conforms the sheep to his image, and the Chief Shepherd is coming again with his reward for the sheep. The Good Shepherd’s work is finished, the Great Shepherd work is present, and the Chief Shepherd’s work is future. In contrast to the thief who takes, Jesus gives. The life he gives now is abundantly richer and fuller. It is eternal, yet begins immediately. Life in Jesus is lived on a higher plane because of his overflowing forgiveness, love, and guidance. My friend this everlasting life can be yours if you will call to Jesus right now to save you.
A hired hand would usually tend the sheep for money, while the shepherd does it for love. The shepherd owns the sheep and is committed to them. Jesus is not merely doing a job, he is committed to love and even lay down his for us. False teachers and fake prophets do not have this commitment. The “other sheep” were non-Israelites; remember he was sent to the house of Israel. Jesus came to save Gentiles as well as the house of Israel. For it is the will of the Father that there should be only one law to him that is homeborn, and unto the stranger that sojourns in the faith of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Ex. 12:49). This is an insight into his worldwide mission, to die for the sins of the whole world.  We have heard of people who would want to restrict God’s blessings to their own group, but Jesus refuses to be limited by the fences put up by people of these nations.

16-19. There shall be one fold, and one shepherd. The word for fold should be properly translated “flock.” Jews and Gentiles shall be incorporated into the one church of which Jesus Christ is shepherd. Those who are united with Jesus should be united in Jesus Christ. The one church is subject to the one head, Jesus Christ. It is guided and led by the one Spirit and is commanded to have love for all members of the flock while waiting for the one common destiny of all believers.

20-24. Jesus told the Jews that it was his choice to come and lay down his life for their sins, that as the Son of God he has the power to take his life back, or to resurrect, and that it was the commandment of the Father that he should accomplish all that he had told them.  In response to this wonderful good news, the Jewish religious leaders accused him of having a devil and being insane. Jesus was actually explaining to them that his death and resurrection, as part of God’s plan for the salvation of the world, were under God’s full control. No one could kill Jesus without his consent. Again, of all the things they accused him of, they were never in doubt of who was his Father.  

22-24. The feast of the dedication started after 168 B.C. The temple had been violated by Antiochus Epiphanes, who offered a sow on the altar and issued regulations against observing the Sabbath, practicing circumcision, and keeping all food laws. These regulations were followed by a type of the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION (Dan. 11:31) - the erection of the altar of the Greek god Zeus over the altar of the burnt offering in the Temple. Jews were forced to participate in heathen festivities and were put to death if they were caught with the Book of the Law in their possession. When Judah Maccabeus recaptured the city, he had the temple cleansed of its idolatry. The feast, or celebration, commemorated the rededication of the temple once the defilement had been removed. The ceremony lasted eight days in the winter month of Chisleu or December. The celebrating of it was not confined to Jerusalem, as that of the divine feasts was, but everyone observed it in his own place, not as a holy time; it is only a divine institution that can sanctify a day. In the book of Daniel 11:31-39 we read of the profaning of the temple by would be a king. Some have said that it was Antiochus, but verses 38 and 39 of the same chapter points to a future king, who would worship the god of forces instead of the God of his fathers. Therefore the passage in the book of Daniel 11:31-39 seem to point to would be Jewish king in the later days in which days we are now.

The religious leaders surrounded Jesus at the Temple and they asked him, “How long dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.” Many people asking for proof do so for the wrong reasons. Most of these questioners did not want to follow Jesus in the way he wanted to lead them. They hoped he would declare himself Messiah for one or two reasons. First, they, along with the disciples and everyone else in the Jewish nation in Jesus’ day, would have been delighted to have him drive out the Romans.  Many of them did not think he was going to do that, however. These doubters hoped he would identify himself so they could accuse him of telling lies as the Pharisees did in John 8:13. But the people and their leaders should have realized that it was their idolatry that brought the Romans to the land, and that it was only their repentance that would remove the oppressors from the land. So, if you are one of those who would not believe that Jesus was the Messiah, because he did not bring the so called utopia, I urge you to observe what the Talmud says of the events following the rejection of Jesus Christ by the Jewish people and the religious leaders of his day:  

We read in the Jerusalem Talmud: 

"Forty years before the destruction of the Temple, the western light went out, the crimson thread remained crimson, and the lot for the Lord always came up in the left hand. They would close the gates of the Temple by night and get up in the morning and find them wide open" (Jacob Neusner, The Yerushalmi, p.156-157). [the Temple was destroyed in 70 CE]
A similar passage in the Babylonian Talmud states: 
"Our rabbis taught: During the last forty years before the destruction of the Temple the lot ['For the Lord'] did not come up in the right hand; nor did the crimson-colored strap become white; nor did the western most light shine; and the doors of the Hekel [Temple] would open by themselves" (Soncino version, Yoma 39b). (1) read more . . . . . 
25-29. “But ye believe me not, because you are not of my sheep.” Jesus could not be any more plain here, that anyone who does not hear his voice is not his sheep. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.” If you are not following Jesus today, it is simply because not only do you not hear his voice, but he does not know who you are (Matthew 7:23).  However, as long as you are still alive, you still have the opportunity to get to know Jesus. Again, it is very easy to get to know Jesus, which is why most people have continued to ignore the opportunity afforded them to come to him for eternal life. Please do not delay your decision to come to Jesus any longer, as the signs of his coming can be observed everywhere.

To those who would come to Jesus, he will give them eternal life. It is a promise to those who receive Jesus Christ as Savior. Believers may know they have eternal life (1 John 5:13). This is the doctrine of assurance. Eternal life has a beginning but no ending. Believers are assured they will never perish, unlike all those who would not believe in Jesus Christ. Believers are “kept by the power of the Almighty God through faith unto salvation” Believers in Jesus do die physically, but they are guaranteed a resurrection unto life eternal when mortality and corruption have been replaced by immortality and incorruption (1 Cor. 15). 

30-34. “I and my Father are one.” He Jesus declared he was God. This is one of the clearest statements of Jesus’ divinity he ever made. In other words, Jesus and his Father are not the same person; but they are one in essence and nature. Thus Jesus is not merely a good teacher, he is God. Jesus claim to be God is not unmistakable. The Jews took up stones to stone him, because it was in their law that anyone claiming to be God should die by stoning (Lev. 26:16; Deut. 13:10). In John 14:9 Jesus said “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.” In Matthew 11:27 he said, “Only the Father knows the Son, and the Father is known only by the Son and by those to whom the Son reveals him. When the high priest asked, “Are you the Messiah, the son of God?” Jesus responded, I am, and you will see me sitting at the right hand of the Father, and returning to earth in the clouds of heaven” (Matt. 26:64-67), the high priest understood what that meant. The High Priest was so enraged at Jesus’ claim, that he rent his clothes in violation of the regulations for the priesthood (Lev. 21:10); saying “he has spoken blasphemy; what further need have we of witness?’ ‘Behold, now you have heard his blasphemy (Lev. 24:16).’” The high priest was in violation of the standard regulation for the priesthood because he rent his clothes for the wrong reason when he was actually told the truth by The Lord Jesus. The high priest declared this to be blasphemy, for Jesus claimed to be God. According to the High Priest, Jesus was guilty of death for telling him the truth, but his trial and punishment would not be according to the Jewish Law, which would require that Jesus be stoned to death. But the Romans would be the ones to do it as Jesus and the prophets had prophesied (Matt. 20:17-18; Dan 9:24-26; John 10:16), the plan of God was for his death to unit both the Jews and the Gentiles under the leadership of the Chief Shepherd; the Lord Jesus Christ.
35. Jesus refers to Psalm 82:6 where the Israelite judges are called “gods” (Ex. 4:16; Ex.7:1). Those by whom the word of God came, and the Scripture cannot be broken; meaning if God called the Israelite judges “gods” because they were agents of God’s revelation and will, how could it be blasphemy for Jesus to call himself the Son of God in a unique, unparalleled relationship of oneness with the Father. God has always seen his prophets and messengers as gods because of his Word they deliver to humanity. Jesus words that Scripture cannot be broken are his witness to a Bible without error. The Lordship of Jesus requires that Christians believe what Jesus taught. He never raised a question about any part of Scripture. He went so far as to assert that even the smallest particle of the Word cannot be destroyed without the heavens and the earth first being destroyed.

“The Scripture cannot be broken” is a clear statement of the truth of the Bible. If we accept Jesus Christ as Lord, we also accept his confirmation of the Bible as God’s Word.
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