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By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Lamb of God Opens One to the Sixth Seals
Revelation Chapters 5 and 6 [KJV]
Apostle John wrote what he saw; he did not pass on this revelation orally, he wrote it down and gave it to the Congregation of Jesus Christ as he had been instructed (Revelation 1:19). He saw in the right hand of him that sat on the throne a book written and on the backside, sealed with seven seals. The book that John saw was the scroll which no one was found worthy to open and to read, or to look through it. Everyone, every spirit, every power in the whole universe was invited and no one could, but the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ came and took the book out of the right hand of The Father the Almighty God that sat upon the throne. 
The Scroll or book is in the hands of Jesus Christ. He has all authority in heaven and on earth. He rules throughout history to insure the continuance of the Congregation of His people and the establishment of God’s Kingdom everywhere. The scroll is written on both sides. There is no room for any additions. All the decrees of God are contained on the scroll, which outlines all that will transpire until the end of this present age. John did not know what is written on the scroll, for the testimony was sealed until Jesus Christ opened the scroll.

5-8. There are two allusions here to Old Testament Scriptures that have distinct messianic inclination. One is Genesis 49:9, 10, which speaks of a lion’s whelp and of the sceptre not departing from him “until Shiloh come.” The other is from Isaiah 11:1. “A shod of the stock of Jesses.” “A rod out of the stem of Jesse.” Jesus Christ is pictured as both a Lion symbolizing his authority and power, and a Lamb symbolizing his submission to God’s will. Jesus Christ the Lamb was the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all mankind; therefore, only he can save us from the terrible events revealed by the scroll. Jesus Christ the Lamb won the greatest battle of all. He defeated all the forces of evil by dying on the cross. The role of Jesus Christ the Lion will be to lead the battle where Satan is finally defeated. Jesus Christ is victorious because of what Jesus the Lamb has already done. We are victorious in Jesus victory, not because of our effort or goodness, but because he has promised eternal life to all who believe in him.
If your reasoning is, if a man allowed himself to be rolled over like a wimp, to be torture and kill him by his enemies, how can you trust in such a man to save you when he could not save himself. Well Jesus has something to say about this: Verily, verily, I say unto you, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit” (John 12:24, 33; 18:14, 32). Apostle Paul says it like this: “For though he [Jesus] was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall live with him by the power of God toward you” (2Corinthians 13:4). “It is not by physical might, nor is it by physical power, but by my Spirit says the LORD. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against spiritual wickedness in high places” (Ephesians 6:12).
John saw the Lamb “as it had been slain”; the wounds inflicted on Jesus body during his trial and crucifixion could still be seen. Jesus was called the Lamb of God by John the Baptist. In the Old Testament, lambs were sacrificed to atone for sins; the Lamb of God died as the final sacrifice for all sins (Isaiah 53:7; Hebrews 10:1-12, 18). The horns symbolize strength and power. Although Jesus Christ is a sacrifice lamb, he is no way weak. He was killed, but now he lives in God strength and power. The eyes are equaled with the seven lamps and the one Spirit.
9-10. “Sang a new song.” It is new, for it goes beyond creation to redemption and exalts Jesus Christ, who is worthy because (1) he was slaughtered, that is, he paid it all for sinners on the cross of Calvary; (2) he has redeemed sinners by his shed blood; (3) he has redeemed people from every tribe, nation, kindred, and tongue, that is he is the universal Redeemer; (4) the saved are made priests and kings unto their God; (5) we shall reign on earth with him. Jesus had already died and paid the penalty for sin. He is now gathering us into his Kingdom and making us priests, and in the future we will not only reign with him, but we will seat with him on his throne. We ought to worship God and praise him for what he has done, what he is doing, and what he will do for all who trust in him. When you have a better understanding of the glorious future that awaits you, you will find the strength to face the present difficulties you are experiencing for Jesus’ name sake.
Now the opening of the seals, which only the Lamb of God could do,  as each of the seal is broken, Jesus Christ sets in motion events that will bring about the end of human history. The scroll is not completely opened until the seventh seal is broken. The content of the scroll reveal mankind’s depravity and portray God’s authority over the events of human history.  Four horses appear as the first four seals are broken. The horses represent God’s judgment of people’s sin and rebellion. God is directing human history, even using his enemies to accomplish his purposes. The four horses are a foretaste of the final judgments yet to come.

As he opened the first of the six seals of this message, a white horse which represents peace, which comes and goes during the course of this present age. The peace disappears when the second horse of red appears to take peace from the earth. In other words, war follows peace. This signifies the desolating judgment of war; he that sat upon this red horse had power to take peace from the earth, and that the inhabitants of the earth should kill one another. Who this was that sat upon the red horse, we believe is Jesus Christ himself, as Lord of hosts. He is conducting the war against his enemies. This is certain that those who will not submit to the bow of the gospel must expect to be cut in sunder by the sword of divine justice.  That Jesus Christ rules and commands, not only in the kingdom of grace, but of providence. The white horse spoke of peace, the red horse of war. Now the black horse bespeaks famine. It is followed by the pale horse, which represents death, for famine is always followed by death. In war the sword kills, in famine starvation kills, and pestilence usually erupts to kill as well.
6-8. “A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barely for a penny. The penny equaled a day’s wage in Apostle John’s day, but the worst is yet to come. A black horse, signifying famine, that terrible judgment; and he that sat on the horse had a pair of balances in his hand, signifying that men and women must now eat their bread by weight, as was threatened (Leviticus 26:26). They shall deliver your bread to you by weight at the grocery store. That which follows is the voice that cried, “A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny, and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine,” has made some scholars think this was not a vision of famine, but of plenty; but if we consider the quantity of their measure, and the value of their penny, at the time of this prophecy, the objection will be removed; their measure was but a single quart, and their penny was our seven pence-halfpenny, and that is a large sum to give for a quart of wheat. However, it seems this famine, as all others, fell most severely upon the poor; whereas the oil and the wine, which were dainties of the rich, were not hurt; but if bread, the staff of life, be broken, dainties will not supply the place of it. Hunger will be the weapon the New World Order will use to bring everyone’s back to the wall to prepare them to take the mark of the beast.
Here we note that when a people loathe their spiritual food, God may justly deprive them of their daily bread. One judgment seldom comes alone; the judgment of war naturally draws after famine; and those who will not humble themselves under one judgment must expect another and yet greater, for when God contends he will prevail. The famine of bread is a terrible judgment; but the famine of the Word is more so, though careless sinners are not sensible of it. The four horses are given control of one fourth of the earth, indicating that God is still limiting his judgment. It is not yet complete. With these judgments there is still time for unbelievers to turn to Jesus Christ and away from their sin. In this case, the limited punishment not only demonstrates God’s wrath on sin, but also his merciful love in giving people yet another opportunity to turn to him before he brings final judgment.
9-11. The four horses give way to a scene in heaven where the souls of the martyrs who have died for the true faith cry out for vengeance against their murderers. Their martyrdom has given way to the blessedness of their heavenly rest. The Martyrs are eager for God to bring justice to the earth, but they are told to wait. God is not waiting until a certain number is reached, but he is promising that those who suffer and die for their faith will not be forgotten. Rather they will be singled out by God for special honor. We may wish for justice immediately, as these martyrs did, but we must be patient. God works on his own timetable, and he promises justice. No suffering for the sake of God’s Kingdom, however, is wasted. God has provided a good place in the better world for those who are faithful to death and are not allowed a place any longer on earth.  Holy martyrs are very near to Jesus Christ in heaven, they have the highest place there.  It is not their own death, but the sacrifice of Jesus Christ, that gives them a reception into heaven and a reward there; they do not wash their robes in their own blood, but in the blood of the Lamb.
12-17. The opening of the sixth seal by the Lamb tells of the impenitent which covers all classes of society, as they seek to escape their doom, but cannot do so. The great day of the wrath of God has come against them. Who can stand? The first five judgments were directed towards specific areas, but this judgment is universal. Everyone will be afraid when the earth itself trembles. So great will the physical destruction be that people would seek to escape, desiring the mountains and the rocks to fall on them at the sight of God sitting on the throne, so they will not have to face the judgment of the Lamb. Their fear would be of the One who sits on the throne and the Lamb. Believers are not to be frightened by this picture; for them the Lamb is gentle savior. But those generals, emperors, or kings who previously and presently have shown no fear of God and arrogantly flaunted their unbelief will find they were wrong, and in that day they will have to face his wrath. God and Jesus Christ are one in cosmic power.
 Seven kinds of people are mentioned: kings, great men, rich men, chief captains, mighty men, slaves, and free men. No class of segment of unbelieving society is untouched. No one who has rejected God can survive the day of his wrath, but those who belong to Jesus Christ will receive a reward rather than punishment. If you are certain of your faith in Jesus Christ, you do not have to fear these final days described in this message. As people have their day of opportunity, and their seasons of grace, so God has his day of righteous wrath; and, when that day shall come, the most stout-hearted sinners will not be able to stand before him: all these terrors actually fell upon the sinners in Judea and Jerusalem in the day of their destruction, and they will all, in the utmost degree, fall upon impenitent sinners, at the general judgment of the last day.
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