Sabbath Sermon of December 9, 2017.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Christian Duties
Matthew Chapter 6

In this chapter, Jesus speaks about the general principle that a Christian’s acts should be done to honor God Almighty and not simply to better one’s own reputation. Then he goes on to speak about the three great Christian duties, which are almsgiving, prayer, and fasting. Prayer has to do with our souls, fasting with our bodies, and almsgiving with our substance also known as sharing. These duties are to be performed rightly, that is, from the inward which seeks God Almighty’s approval and not the applause of people. 
Three religious practices that would have been especially important for the Pharisees and Jesus spoke about them in the third major part of the passage.  Each section contains a description of behavior that should be avoided, and instruction on the proper attitude, and the promise of a reward from God Almighty.

Looking into almsgiving, there are many societies without a highly organized welfare system; therefore, the obligation to offer charity to the poor, the defenseless, and the sick should be taken very seriously by the Christian community. Jesus criticized those who make a great display of their charity by means of the image of blowing a horn like we see on TV in today’s world. Jesus calls such people “Hypocrites,” a term that originally referred to actors on a stage but here carries the sense of “phonies.”
If you have ever been in doubt of what identifies a pagan religion, Jesus explains it in Matthew 6: 7 and 8, saying that repeating the same words over and over as the heathens do, like a magic incantation as in the Catholic religion and in the religions of the world excepting true Christianity, is sound prove that these religions are heathen. Repetition of words in prayer is no way to ensure that God Almighty will hear your prayer, and God Almighty will not hear them. It is not wrong to come to God Almighty many times with the same requests; Jesus encourages persistence in prayer. But he condemns the shallow repetition of words that are not offered with a sincere heart, but to dead people or man-made saints. Jesus warns against confusing quantity with quality in prayer. Therefore, prayers supposedly offered to God without the recognition of the finished work of Jesus Christ on the Cross go to the garbage bin for satan and his demon spirits to pick up.
9-13. Here Jesus teaches us how to pray. It begins as all true Christian prayer should, with the adoration of God Almighty and his interests: that we may have the order of things and His government here on earth as it is in heaven. It is followed by petitions for daily needs as our Sustainer and Provider, and requests for the forgiveness of sins, as we forgive those who sinned against us. Lead not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and forever, Amen. 
This version of the Lord’s Prayer has been the most widely used prayer among Christians everywhere.  However, some have said that there is a legalistic strain in the phrase: forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespassed against us. But it is clear enough in all Scripture that forgiveness of our sins is never granted by our furnishing God Almighty with the merit of any sort, not even that of forgiving others. Our refusal to forgive others is itself a sin, and when we do not forgive others, we have not repented of our own sin, and hence cannot find forgiveness for that of which we have not repented. 

“Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.” The Catholic Pope has spoken again, this time he is picking on the Lord’s Prayer and plans to change this line. According to him, to change this line into something that does not give God a bad name. But the question we ask is, “Which god does Pope Francis refer?” Can this Pope be trusted with any truth, and will he ever have any good intensions toward God Almighty’s interest and of the interest of His people? 
We have heard his several blasphemies against God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ, but now he wants the world to believe that he honors God Almighty, when at the same time he thinks he is god himself that can forgive sin. My friends, the god the Pope has in mind is not the LORD God Almighty, but his own god which is himself. Pope Francis in like every other thing he has said, done and has planned to do to destroy the true Church of Jesus Christ through his New Word Order, this is one of them (Daniel 7:25).
1. http://www.ewtn.com/v/experts/showmessage_print.asp?number=386119&language=en
2. http://biblelight.net/Barclay.html
3. https://aochr.wordpress.com/dont-go-to-god-for-forgive-of-sins-come-to-mepope-john-paul-11la-times/
Now, this is how we see this verse that the Jesuit Pope Francis wants to change to suit his own self made god. “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” We understand this to mean that God Almighty is the one that leads the Christian who also has his or her own free will to do whatever he or she would like to do as the Lord leads him or her. But here the Christian by saying this part of the prayer relinquishes this free will and God-given right and gives them back to God Almighty who leads him or her.  The Christian should he or she persists in continuing in the path that leads to an evil end, that God Almighty should have the absolute right to overrule the Christian’s will and restrain him or her by all means, to keep him or her away from the evil that is on of the road he or she insists on traveling.

14-23. “Moreover when you fast, be not like hypocrites,” meaning not too fast in order to gain public approval. Fasting, that is, going without food in order to spend time in prayer is noble and difficult. It gives you time to pray, teaches self-discipline, reminds you that you can live with a lot less, and helps you appreciate God Almighty’s gifts. Jesus commanded that acts of self-sacrifice be done quietly and sincerely. The Christian ought to adopt spiritual disciplines for the right reasons, not from a selfish desire for praise.

Laying up treasures in heaven is not limited to tithing but is accomplished by all acts of obedience to God Almighty. Spiritual vision is our capacity to see clearly what God Almighty wants us to do and to see the world from his point of view. But this spiritual insight can be easily clouded. Self-serving desires, interests, and goals block that vision. Serving God Almighty is the best way to restore it. A single” eye is one that is fixed on God Almighty.

“Mammon,” that is wealth, property, or money. Being wealthy is neither bad nor good, how one uses his or her wealth is what makes the difference. Under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, it is good, not under the Lordship of Jesus Christ, it becomes an impediment, a handicap to one’s Christian life. Jesus says we can have only one master. Unfortunately, we live in a materialistic society where many people serve money. They spend all their lives collecting and storing it, only to die and leave it behind. Their desire for money and what to buy for outweighs their commitment to God Almighty and spiritual matters. A true Christian is one that can honestly say that God Almighty, and not money, is his or her Master.
Further, Jesus contrasted heavenly values with earthly values when he explained that your first loyalty should be to those things that do not fade, cannot be stolen or used up, and never wear out. The Christian should not be fascinated with their possessions, lest they possess him or her. This means you may have to do some cutting back if as a Christian your possessions are becoming too important to you. Jesus is calling for a decision that allows you to live contentedly with whatever you have because you have chosen what is eternal and lasting.

25-33. It is well known that anxiety or fear is one of the worst maladies or sicknesses Christians experience, by the fact that the just tend to think that the unjust victimize the just without being punished. But we are encouraged by the Word of God Almighty that the disturbing situation is only temporary; the LORD God Almighty will certainly punish the wicked in the future. In the view of this, people place themselves in the ranks of the unjust by their actions and attitudes. 
Each path of life or “way” has its own inherent dynamism; eventually frustration for the wicked, eventual reward for the just (Psalm 37:5).  Because of the ill effect of worry, Jesus tells us to “take no thought” about those needs that God Almighty promises to supply. Worry may damage your health, cause the object of your worry to consume your thoughts, disrupt your productivity, negatively affect the way you treat others, and reduce your ability to trust in God Almighty. Jesus says good things lie in the future for the just, a theme with echoes in the New Testament beatitudes (Matthew 5). So, let the just wait for the LORD. There is worry and there is a genuine concern, my friends avoid worry by all means, for it is dangerous to your wellbeing and shows lack of trust in God Almighty.

34. “Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof,” meaning that the Christian is to live one day at a time. Planning for things, if God Almighty is invited to guide it may be time well spent; however, worrying about tomorrow is time wasted. My friends do not confuse planning with worrying. Careful planning is thinking ahead about goals, steps, and schedules, and trusting in God Almighty’s guidance. Good planning can help alleviate worry, the worrier, by contrast, is consumed by fear and finds it difficult to trust God Almighty. The Christian who worries instead of planning, lets his or her worries interfere with his relationship with God Almighty. Please do not let your worries affect your relationship with God Almighty for he is the only one that can help you. Again, God Almighty has not saved you so he can fail you!
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