Sabbath Sermon of December 8, 2012
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus the Eternal God

John Chapter 1 [KJV]
If Jesus Christ is not God as some have said, who is this Word that we read about here in John Chapter 1, of whom John the Baptist did testify of him as “the Light which lighteth every human being that cometh into the world.” This person called “he Light” was in the beginning, that is, “before anything else existed” the Word, or “Jesus Christ” the wisdom and power of God and the first cause of all things. This Light is God’s personal expression of himself to all humanity. Jesus Christ was the incarnate Word, as opposed to the written Word, the Bible. The incarnate Word is eternal. The Word was with God, distinct from God, and yet in communion with the Father. The Word was identical in essence to God the Father and to God the Holy Spirit. The Word created all things that were created (Col. 1:16, Heb. 1:2; 11:3). The Word became flesh, that is, God became man and his name Immanuel which means God with us (Isa 7:14). Jesus is thus the God-man. “For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily” (Col. 2:9). The incarnate Word is made known to us through the written Word, the Bible (Heb. 10:7; Luke 4:21). The loss of either means the loss of the Christian faith.
What does it mean that Jesus Christ is from eternity? Eternity is usually expressed by being before the foundation of the world. The eternity of God is so described in Ps. 90:2: Prov. 8:23, that before the mountains were brought forth, was the Word.  The Word had a being before the world had a beginning. He that was in the beginning never began, and therefore, was ever without beginning of time. So when we believers invite you to Jesus Christ, you who claim to know God do not say we would draw you from God, for Jesus is with God and is God. The same Jesus that we believed in and preach was in the beginning with God, that is, he was so from eternity (Micah 5:2; Isa. 9:6, 7).
4-9. John was sent by God to bear witness of the Light, so that the world through him might believe. John was not the Light, but he was purposefully sent by God to bear witness of that Light. In this light was life; and the life was the light of all humanity. “ And the Light shineth in the darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not;” means the darkness of evil never has and will never overcome or extinguish God’s light. The world of mankind comprehended not the natural light that was in their understandings, but became vain in their imaginations concerning the eternal God and the eternal Word (Rom. 1:21, 28). So when someone rejects Jesus Christ, it is that this darkness of error and sin overpowered and quite eclipsed this light in them (1John 5:11). God spoke once, yea twice, but man perceived it not, (Job. 33:14). The Jews, who had the light of the Old Testament, yet comprehended not Jesus Christ in it. As there was a veil upon Moss’s face, so there was upon the people’s hearts. In the darkness of the types and shadows the light shone; but such as the darkness of their understandings that they could not see it. It was therefore requisite that Jesus Christ should come, both to rectify the errors of the Jews, draft in the Gentile world and to fulfill the commandments of God (John 10:16; Matt. 5:17). When we follow Jesus, the Light, we can avoid walking blindly and falling into sin. He lights the path ahead of us so we can see how to live. He removes the darkness of sin from our lives. Have you allowed the light of Jesus to shine into your life? If you have not done so please do it today, and let Jesus guide your life, and you will never need to stumble in darkness.
10-13. Although Jesus Christ created the world, the people he created did not recognize him (Gen. 2:7). Even the people chosen by God to prepare the rest of the world for the Messiah rejected him, even when the entire Old Testament pointed to his coming. “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the children of God, (Jews and Gentiles) even to them that believe on his name, that is, “that trust him to save them.” All who welcome Jesus Christ as Lord of their lives are reborn spiritually, receiving new life from God. Through faith in Jesus, this new birth changes us from the inside out—rearranging our attitudes, desire, and motives. Being born naturally makes you physically alive and places you in your natural parent’s family. Being reborn or “born again” makes you spiritually alive and puts you in God’s family. Therefore, membership in the family of God is not based on the blood that runs in your vein, nor of the seed of man, but God is now your Father. 

At least four benefits come to those who are regenerated (1) they become children of God; (2) they become “new creatures” (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal 6:15); (3) they are given God’s own character, that is, they are “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Pet. 1:4); and (4) they share Jesus Christ’s triumph and power over sin and the world (1 John 3:9; 5:4, 18). Have you asked Jesus Christ to make you a new person? This fresh start in life is available to all who believe in Jesus Christ. My friends call to Jesus today to save you, and do it now.
14-17. “The Word was made flesh,” that is, “Jesus Christ became a human being.” This is called the “incarnation” The Word in Latin means “in the flesh” (it means “in” or “into”, carp means “flesh” (Gal. 4:4, 5; Phil 2:6, 7). The incarnation is the act whereby the second person of the Trinity, the Son of God, took on real human flesh. He was one person with two natures—a perfectly divine nature and a perfectly human sinless nature. 

As the God-man he had all the attributes of the first Adam, or humanity. His two natures are separate, distinct, and without fusion or mixture (Acts 3:22; Gal. 4:4; 1 Tim. 2:5; Heb 2:14-18; 4:15). The resurrected and ascended Lord Jesus will forever be the God-man in a body (Acts 1:11). His second advent will also be in a bodily form the only begotten of the Father, that is, “the only Son of the Father” grace, that is, “God’s loving-kindness.”
In Moses was the Law and justice were emphasized, but Jesus came to highlight God’s mercy, his loving kindness, and forgiveness.  God’s favor was extended to us. Grace is the unearned favor of God or “everything for nothing to those who deserve the exact opposite.” Grace is an attribute of God (Exod. 22:27; 3:19; Neh. 9:17; 1 Pet. 5:10) We are (1) justified by grace (Rom. 3:24; Titus 3:7); (2) saved by grace (Eph. 1:7, 8); (3) elected by grace (Rom. 11:5-6); (4) given faith by grace (Acts 18:27; Eph. 2:8-8); (5) given spiritual gifts by grace (Rom. 12:6); and (6) provided with strength, comfort and hope through grace (2 Cor. 12:9; 2Thess. 2:16).
18-21. God is spirit. As such he is invisible and nonmaterial. Yet Scripture says that we have beheld God or his presence. How do we explain this? God have assumed human forms momentarily in order to communicate with men (e.g. Gen. 18: 1-10; 32:30; Exod. 24:9, 10, Judg. 13:22; Isa. 6:1; Dan. 7:9). These appearances are called “theophanies,” which is more accurately defined as a Christophany, or an epiphany of God in Christ; and all nature is a storehouse of signs of the divine presence, which uniformly point to Jesus Christ (Rom. 1: 20; Col. 1: 16)."  Another explanation is that the language of some appearances may have been symbolic, as when Isaiah’s evidently saw a vision (Isa. 6:1, or Num. 12:8, which suggests that Moses simply enjoyed a closer relationship with God than did the children of Israel. However, since the advent of Jesus, all who have seen him have seen the Father (John 14:9).  Believers, having the Scriptures and knowing Jesus Christ, do not necessarily need other supernatural visions or the theophanies today to know that Jesus is alive and well because he dwells within those who believe in him (John 14:20, 23).
22-29. What did John the Baptist claim about himself? Here we have the record of John, when the Jewish religious leaders sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who art thou?” And John confessed saying I am not the Christ. In the Pharisees minds, there were three options regarding John the Baptist’s identity: He was (1) the prophet foretold by Moses (Deut. 18:15),   (2) Elijah (Mal. 4:5), the Messiah (Dan. 9:24-26), or (3) a false prophet. John denied being the first three personages. Instead he called himself, in the words of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah, “the voice of him that crieth in the wilderness” (Isaiah 40:3). The Jewish religious leaders kept pressing him to say who he was, because people were expecting the Messiah to come (Luke 3:15). But John emphasized only why he had come, to prepare the way for the Messiah. The Pharisees missed the point. They wanted to know who John was, but John wanted them to know who Jesus was.
When the Pharisees asked John by what authority he was baptizing, they were asking who gave him the right to treat God’s chosen people like Gentiles, because normally only Gentiles were baptized when they converted to Judaism.  John replied, “I baptize with water,” he was merely helping the people perform a symbolic act of repentance. But soon one would come who would truly forgive sins, something only the Son of God the Messiah could do.

John said he was not even fit to be Jesus’ slave, to perform the humble task of unfastening his shoes. But in Luke 7:28, Jesus said that John was the greatest of all the prophets. If John the Baptist whom Jesus said was the greatest of all prophets felt inadequate even to be Jesus' slave, how much more should we lay aside our pride to serve Jesus Christ! The truth is that when we fully understand who Jesus is, our pride and self-importance melt away.
Every morning and evening, a lamb was sacrificed in the Temple for the sins of the people (Exod. 29:28-42). Isaiah 53:7 prophesied that the Messiah, God’s servant, would be led to the slaughter like a lamb. To pay the penalty for sin, a righteous life had to be given, and since there is none righteous for all have fallen short of the glory of God; God chose to provide the sacrifice himself. The sins of the world were removed when Jesus died as the perfect sacrifice. This is the way our sins are forgiven (1 Cor. 5:7). The “sin of the world” means everyone’s sin, the sin of each individual. Jesus paid the price of your sin and mine by his death. You can receive forgiveness by confessing your sin only to God in Jesus name by asking for his forgiveness.

30-39. The next day John declares Jesus to be the Lamb of God as Jesus had come to him to be baptized.  The Holy Spirit had inspired him to make the proclamation; for John bare record, that is, “bore witness.” John did not do this of himself as we had pointed out earlier. He was sent by God. By some sign God told John that the one on whom he saw the Holy Spirit coming and remaining was the Son of God. John baptized Jesus with water but affirmed that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit. Jesus gained nothing from John’s baptism that he did not already posses, but just as Jesus had said that it was to fulfill all righteousness, that is, for an example for all to follow which also gave authenticity to John’s ministry (Matt. 3:15).  John was prevented from making any mistake, for the event answered the prediction. His own faith was confirmed just as our faith is confirmed by the many answers to prayer we experience.

As John the Baptist and his two disciples: Andrew and John the writer of this Gospel watched Jesus walking, he said to them, “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away [removes] the sin of the world.” Although John the Baptist was a well-known preacher and attracted large crowds, he was content for Jesus to take the higher place. This is true humility, the basis for greatness in reaching, teaching, or any other work we do for Jesus Christ. When we are content to do what God wants us to do and let Jesus Christ be honored for, God will do great things through us. “For he was before me.” Since John the Baptist was conceived before Jesus Christ was, this statement refers to Jesus’ preincarnate existence as the eternal God was revealed to John by the Holy Spirit. 
John the Baptist’s job was to point people to Jesus, the Messiah for whom they were looking. Today people are looking for someone to give them security in an insecure world. Our job as Believers is to point them to Jesus Christ and to show that he is the one they seek. 
40-45.   Here we are introduced to the first three disciples of Jesus. Andrew was the first disciple of Jesus, he was one of the two which heard John speak and followed Jesus.  And he was the first missionary. The Scripture says that “he first findeth his own brother Simon,” and brought him to Jesus. Simon Peter was converted; his brother was the agent God used to bring it to pass. Nothing is more beautiful than to bring our own families to Jesus Christ for salvation.
Philip came to Jesus Christ as Andrew had, he did the same thing that Andrew did, and he shared his faith with someone else and brought him to Jesus.  He told Nathanael, we have found him. He speaks intelligently: We have found the Messias, the Christ, which was more than had yet been said. John had said, He is the Lamb of God, and the Son of God, which Andrew compares with the scriptures of the Old Testament, and, comparing them together, concludes that he is the Messiah promised to the fathers, for it is now that the fullness of time is come.  The “we” is significant, for Philip came from the same town as Andrew and Peter.  Already there was the nucleus for the twelve men Jesus would bring into the closest communion with himself. When Jesus told Nathanael that he had seen him under the fig tree, Nathanael realization of Jesus omnipresence brought him to faith in the Savior. From the beginning the great truth was made manifest: Jesus Saves! 
If what is translated here was what Philip said to Nathanael when he referred to Jesus as the son of Joseph, it is simply because he had no idea how Jesus was conceived; that he was conceived by the Holy Ghost.  That information was hidden in Mary’s heart, known to only one other person, Joseph and probably Mary’s mother (Luke 2:19).  Again, that tells how much of the Scripture he knew regarding the coming of the Messiah the Son of God, just as the rest of the disciples could not remember anything he told them about his death and resurrection, until after these things had actually taken place. Even then, they still did not understand it all (Luke 24:38-43). 
As they got to know Jesus more their appreciation for him grew. The more time we spend getting to know Jesus Christ, the more we understand and appreciate who he is. We may be drawn to him for his teaching, but we will come to know him as the Son of God. Although these disciples made this verbal shift in a few days, they would not fully understand until three years later (Acts 2). What they so easily professed had to be worked out in experience. 

They heard John the Baptist speak of Jesus Christ as the Lamb of God, that takes away the sin of the world, and this made them follow him. The strongest and most prevailing argument with a sensible awakened soul to follow Jesus Christ is that it is he, and he only, that takes away sin.  In verse 38 we read of the kind notice Jesus took of the two disciples of John the Baptist. They came behind him; but though he had his back towards them, he was soon aware of them, and turned, and saw them following him. Jesus Christ takes early cognizance of the first motions of a soul towards him, and the first step taken in the way to heaven (Isa. 64:5 ; Luke. 15:20). He did not wait till they begged to speak with him, but spoke first. What communion there is between a soul and Jesus Christ, it is he that begins the discourse. He saith unto them, “What seek ye?”  This was not a reprimand for their boldness in coming to join him: he that came to seek us never rejects any for seeking him; but on the contrary, it is a kind invitation of them into his acquaintance. Following Jesus is not enough, we must follow him for the right reasons. To follow Jesus for our own purposes is asking Jesus to follow us, to align with us to build our cause, not his. We must examine our motives for following him; we must seek his glory not ours.  But Jesus said to them "Come, what have you to say to me? What is your petition? What is your request.’’ Those of us whose business it is to instruct people in the affairs of their souls should be humble, and mild, and easy of access, and should encourage those that come to them. The question Jesus put to them is what we should all put to ourselves when we begin to follow Jesus Christ, and take upon us the profession of his holy Gospel: "What seek ye? What do we design and desire?’’ Those that follow Jesus Christ, and yet seek the world, or themselves, or the praise of men, deceive themselves.
46-51. Nazareth was despised by the Jews probably because of the Roman army garrison that was located there; a type of combat zone you might say. Some have speculated that an aloof attitude or a poor reputation in morals and principles on the part of the people of Nazareth led to Nathanael’s harsh comment. Nathanael himself came from Cana, a town about four miles from Nazareth.
No doubt Jesus knew about Nathanael before the two ever met. Jesus also knows what we are really like. An honest person will feel comfortable with the thought that Jesus knows him through and through.  A dishonest person will feel uncomfortable. You cannot pretend to be something you are not. God knows the real you and wants you to follow him. In verse 51, Jesus was referring to Jacob’s dream recorded in Gen. 28:12. As the unique God-man, Jesus would be the ladder between heaven and earth. This would not be physical experience such as the transfiguration, but spiritual insight into Jesus’ true nature and purpose for coming.
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