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False Prophets Must Be Resisted
Deuteronomy Chapter 13

Our Father in heaven is the only God; there is no one like Him. For all other gods, they are the works of men.  Therefore, whoever would cause a follower of the Almighty God to go after strange gods is to be resisted and his or her counsel spurned. This is true even if that false prophet performs signs and wonders. The divine law against the worship of other gods is perpetual and unalterable. Apostle Paul expresses this same principle about the gospel; if even an angel from heaven were to give forth another gospel, it would be wrong and should be resisted (Galatians 1 verse 8).
Attractive leaders are not always led by God. Moses warned the Israelites against false prophets who encouraged worship of other gods. New ideas from inspiring people may sound good, but we must judge them by whether or not they are consistent with God’s Word. When people claim to speak for God today, check them in these areas: Are they telling the truth? Is their focus on God? Are their words consistent with what you already know to be true? Some people speak the truth while directing you toward God, but others speak persuasively while directing you toward themselves. It is even possible to say the right words but still lead people in the wrong direction. God is not against new ideas, but he is for discernment. When you hear a new, attractive idea, examine it carefully before getting too excited. Many false prophets are still around today. The wise person will carefully test ideas against the truth of the God’s Word.
The warning given to Israelites not to listen to false prophets or to anyone else, who tried to get them to worship other gods, goes for every one of us today who would obey God; even if this person was a close friend or family member. The temptation to abandon God’s commands often sneaks up on us. It may come not with a loud shout but in a whispering doubt. And whispers can be very persuasive, especially if they come from loved ones. But love for relatives should not take precedence over devotion to God. We can overcome whispered temptations by pouring out our hearts to God in prayer and by diligently studying His Word.
The acid test of one’s faith lies in his obedience to God’s commands. Obedience should come from the heart (Rom 6:17); it must be done willingly (Isaiah 1:19); Joshua 22:2, and it must be done at all times (Philippians 2:12). Believers are to be obedient to the law of God, the voice of God in Jesus Christ, the gospel and the governing authorities of the house of God. The bible contains many illustrations of faithful people who obeyed God immediately and without question. God promises blessings to those who obey and punishments for those who disobey. In other words, as righteous living trigger the blessing of God in the lives of those who obey His commandments, so does unrighteous living trigger punishment and destruction in the lives of those who are in disobedience of God’s commandments. 

This glorious freedom in Jesus means Christians can live victoriously. They can obey God, experience complete dedication, and enjoy God’s grace, which makes such a life possible. Indeed if there is no evidence of this new life in one who professes to be a Christian, the question may be rightly asked whether such a person has really been regenerated. God’s covenant blessings are for Israel as it is for all believers in Jesus Christ; it is contingent upon obedience to Him. A formal relationship is not sufficient. Believing in your heart and confessing Jesus does not cut it, you must carry your cross and follow Him. If you ask why believing in Jesus is not enough? Well the Bible tells us in James chapter 2 verse 19, we read “You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that more than anyone, because they tremble before Him. Have you ever asked yourself, why you do not tremble like the devil and his demons when you hear the mention of the name of God? My friends, has it ever occurred to you that it is because in Jesus Christ you and I now have direct access to God our Father (Hebrew 10:19), which of course Satan and his demons do not have since after their rebellion. Now you see why Satan wants you and I destroyed because of who we are in Jesus Christ, as priests, princes and princesses of the almighty God (Rev. 5:10). What this means is that the Almighty God can hear if you will come to him through his Son who gave his life for you.
Satan is quite likely to send us wrong signals by the mouth of those we love the most in this life. Satan tempted Adam by his wife, Eve. Noah by his two daughters, Abraham by his wife’s suggestion to go into Hagar. Jesus was tempted by his dear friend Peter, and betrayed by Judas his apostle. No matter how much we love anyone, if that person tries to seduce us on behalf of anything or anyone other than the true God, he or she is to be resisted even if it means martyrdom for the resister. 
Just as Israel was ordered to destroy a city that completely rejected God so as not to lead the rest of the nation astray. They were to slay not only the idolatrous inhabitants of the idolatrous cities of Canaan, also the animals which have been contaminated by the pagans. So holy is our God that what may not be unclean in itself may be considered by him to be unclean because of its association with his enemy. Christians are to resist the influences of the idolatrous inhabitants of our idolatrous nations and cities. But as the Israelites were also ordered not to take action against a city until the rumor about its rejecting God was proven true, because this guideline saved many lives when the leaders of Israel wrongly accused three tribes of falling away from their faith (Joshua 22). Therefore, as Christians, if we hear of friends who have wandered from the Lord or entire congregations that have fallen away, we should check the facts and find the truth before doing or saying anything that could prove harmful. There are times, of course, when God wants us to take action, to rebuke a wayward friend, to discipline a child, to reject false teaching, but first we must be sure we have all the facts straight. 
However, whenever the people of a nation are thrust away to idolatry, God always sends his messengers to them to admonish and reclaim them. According to Israelites order, if the idolaters repented, all would be well; if not, then all Israel must go up to war against them, to testify their indignation against idolatry and to stop the spreading of the contagion. If the crime was proved, and the criminals were incorrigible, the city was to be wholly destroyed. If there were a few righteous men in it, no doubt they would remove themselves and their families out of such a dangerous place, and then all the inhabitants, men, women, and children, must be put to the sword, all the spoil of the city, both shop-goods and the furniture of houses, must be brought into the marketplace and burned, and the city itself must be laid in ashes and never built again. 
16. The soldiers are forbidden, upon pain of death, to convert any of the plunder to their own use. It was a devoted thing, and dangerous to meddle with, as we find in the case of Achan (Joshua 7). Now, God enjoins this severity to show what a jealous God he is in the matters of his worship, and how great a crime it is for any human being to serve other gods. Let all people know that God will not give his glory to another, nor his praise to graven images. He expects that magistrates or leaders, having their honor and power from him, should be concerned for his honor, and use their power for terror to evil doers; else they bear the sword in vain.  The faithful worshippers of the true God must take all occasions to show their just indignation against idolatry, much more against atheism, infidelity, abomination and unbelief in the Almighty God.  It is here intimated that the best expedient for the turning away of God’s anger from a land is to execute justice upon the wicked of the land that the Lord may turn from the fierceness of his anger, which was ready to break out against the whole nation, for the wickedness of that one apostate city. Today it would be the apostate cities of Rome, London, Washington and Jerusalem that is being warned against their idolatry.
Even as God had promised the Israelites that, if they would thus root wickedness out of their land, God would multiply them. So has God promised today’s idolatrous America and her other idolatrous friendly nations and their cities, that if they will turn from their evil ways and do righteousness, He will heal their lands and restore them unto Himself. One might think it impolitic, and against the interest of their nation, as Israel was ordered, to ruin a whole city for a crime relating purely to idolatry, and that they should be more sparing of the blood of Israelites: "Fear not the wicked’’ says Moses, "God will multiply you the more; the body of your nation will lose nothing by the letting out of this corrupt blood.’’ 
Lastly, Though we do not find this law put in execution in all the history of the Judean church, Gibeah was destroyed, not for idolatry, but immorality, yet for the neglect of the execution of it upon the inferior cities that served idols God himself, by the army of the Chaldeans, put it in execution upon Jerusalem, the head city, which, for is apostasy from God, was utterly destroyed and laid waste, and lay in ruins seventy years. In other words, if we would root out the evil of idolatry from our mist and in our nation, God will send a heathen nation to do. Though idolaters may escape punishment from men nor is this law in the letter of it binding now, under the gospel, yet the Lord our God will not suffer them to escape his righteous judgments. The New Testament speaks of communion with idolaters as a sin which, above any other, provokes the Lord to jealousy, and dares him as if we were stronger than he, (1 Corinthians 10 verse 21, 22).
If you ask what is God’s jealousy all about? Well could you think of anything in the whole universe and of everything God created that He loves most? If you did not know, now you should know that it is you and me are the only things that he made that resemble him. It took the effort of the whole heavenly host to make you and me, because in every other thing God made, he commanded them to be, but when it came to making the man, God said “Let us make man in our image,” in the image of God created he him, then He breathed into his nostril and he became a living soul; male and female created he them (Genesis 2:7). God is jealous of you giving yourself to any other god, in other words selling yourself cheap and worshipping other gods and things that should actually worship you. If you ask again, what are other gods? Well Satan is the head of all other gods; the demons are the gods who are worshipped under him in those idols the pagans worship. Everything in the whole universe God has made them to be subject to you and me. Because we are like God we can feel positive about ourselves (Genesis 1:26-28). Knowing that you are a person of infinite worth gives you the freedom to love God your heavenly Father, know him personally, and make a valuable contribution to those around you. Jesus says to you and me today, “To him or her that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne” (Revelation. 3:21).
Again, if you ask what does it mean to worship idols? The Bible tells us that neither is there salvation in any other for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved, but the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, any worship in the name of anything other than Jesus Christ is idolatry (Acts 4:12).  To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive remission of sins (Acts 10:43).  If you ask again, how can one identify heathen religion? Jesus tells us in the Bible how to identify idolatrous religious worship; Matthew 6:7 – “But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking.” So repetition of prayers as in the use of prayer bids, mantra, tantra, hail Mary, contemplative prayer or other practices identifies a pagan religion.
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