Sabbath Sermon of December 6, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

What Is the Bible and Why Study The Bible

The Bible Is God’s Word, and the serious study of the Bible is the most challenging task anyone may attempt. The reason is that the Bible is like no other book on earth. It is more than whatever greatest literary masterpiece ever produced. It is more than the highest record of heroism and devotion to ideals ever written. It is not only more than the history of earth’s most important culture, but it is the most elevating philosophy in life any people have found. The Bible is the most powerful written text, because it is the eternal record of God’s redemptive purpose for the human race. It is the self-revelation of God to the seeking minds and hearts of all people everywhere. This is what the Bible is, a book that contains the Word of God and an introduction of Jesus Christ to the world.
And before anything else existed, the Word, or as we ought to say “Jesus Christ,” the wisdom and power of God and the first cause of all things; God’s personal expression of himself to all people. Jesus Christ was the incarnate Word as opposed to the written Word, the Bible. The incarnate Word is eternal. The Word was with God, distinct from God, and yet in communion with the Father. The Word was identical in essence to God the Father and to God the Holy Spirit. The Word had a part in creation (Corinthians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2; 11:3). The Word became flesh, that is, God became human; Jesus is thus the God-man. “For in him dwelleth all the fullness of Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9). The incarnate Word is made known to us through the written Word, the Bible. The loss of either means the loss of the Christian faith. In other words, you cannot choose to believe in the Father and not believe in Jesus Christ. If you lose either God or Jesus, you have lost all and you have nothing. To know God is to know the Father and the Son.
12-16. “That believe on his name,” that is, “that trust him to save them.” There are four benefits that come to those who are regenerated in Jesus Christ; (1) they become children of the Almighty God; (2) they become “new creatures” (2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 6:15); (3) they are given God’s own character, that is, they are “partakers of the divine nature;” (2 Peter 1:4); and (4) they share Jesus Christ’s triumph and power over sin and the world (1John 3:9; 5:4, 18).
14-16. “The Word was made flesh,” that is, “Jesus Christ became a human being.” Some have said that God cannot come in a human form as if they can decide for God what to do. God having visited us in the person of Jesus Christ is called the “incarnation” (Galatians 4:4, 5; Philippians 2:6, 7).  The incarnation is the act whereby the second person of the Trinity, the son of God, took on real human flesh. He was one person with two natures, perfectly divine nature and a perfectly human nature. As the God-man he had all the attributes of deity (Colossians 1:19; Hebrews 1:8-10). As man he had all the attributes of the first Adam, or humanity. His two natures are separate, distinct, and without fusion or mixture (Acts 3:22; Galatians 4:4; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 2:14, 17, 18; 4:15). The resurrected and ascended Lord Jesus will forever be the God-man in a body (Acts 1:11). His second advent will also be in bodily form, the only begotten of the Father, that is, “the only Son of the Father” grace; that is, “God’s loving kindness.”
17-20. In Jesus Christ we have the grace of God. Grace is the unearned favor of God or “everything for nothing to those who deserve the exact opposite.” Grace is an attribute of God (Exodus 22:27; 33:19; Nehemiah 9:17; 1 Peter 5:10) We are justified by grace (Romans 3:24; Titus 3:7); saved by grace (Ephesians 1:7, 8); elected by grace (Romans 11:5, 6); given faith in God by grace (Acts 18:27; Ephesians 2:8, 9); given spiritual gifts by grace (Romans 12:6); provided with strength, comfort, and hope through grace (2 Corinthians 12:9; 2Thessolanians 2:16).
18-20. God is spirit. As such, he is invisible and nonmaterial. Yet Scripture say that we have beheld God or his presence (Genesis 32:30; Exodus 24:9, 10; Judges 13:22; Isaiah 6:1; Daniel 7:9). How do we explain this? It means that God may have assumed human forms momentarily in order to communicate with people. These appearances are called “theophanies.” Another explanation is that God may have sent proxies to act for him, such as created angels or the “Angel of the Lord” believed by many to be the preincarnate Jesus Christ. A third alternate is that the language of some appearances may have been symbolic, as when Isaiah evidently saw a vision (Isaiah 6:1), or Numbers 12:8, which suggests that Moses simply enjoyed a closer relationship with God than any prophet, and also more than  did the children of Israel. Since the advent of Jesus, all who have seen him have seen the Father (John 14:9). That some have said that believers, having the Scriptures and knowing Jesus Christ need no other supernatural visions or theophanies today, does not mean God has stopped appearing to people in any way he chooses.
 “The word Jews,” is a mistranslation of the word Judaeans when referring to the people of Judah in Jesus day; they were “Judaeans.” The Judaean priests served in the Temple, and Levites assisted them. The leaders that came to see John were Pharisees, a group that both John the Baptist and Jesus often denounced for their outward appearance as obedient to God’s laws to look pious, while inwardly their hearts were filled with pride and greed. Among the sins of the Pharisees was that they believed that their own oral traditions were just as important as God’s inspired Word.
21-24. These leaders came to see John the Baptist considering themselves as guardians of faith to investigate his preaching and to find out if he had the credentials of a prophet. As usual they were jealous and wanted to see why he was so popular. The prophet referred to in this verse, is the one spoken about by Moses in Deuteronomy 18:15, 18 and 19. It does not refer to John the Baptist.  Rather, the prophecy is about Jesus who is also Priest and King. The result of their investigating produced in their minds four options regarding John the Baptist’s identity: He was (1) the prophet foretold by Moses (Deuteronomy 18:15); Elijah (Malachi 4:5); the Messiah, or (4) false prophet. John denied being the first three personages. Instead he called himself, “The voice of that crieth in the wilderness” (Isaiah 40:3). 
The people were expecting the Messiah to come, so the Pharisees kept pressing John to say who he was, probably so they can start planning on how to get rid of him as they planned to do to Jesus. But John emphasized only why he had come which was to prepare the way for the Messiah. The Pharisees and their religion missed the point. They wanted to know who John was, but John wanted them to know Jesus. John responded to their inquiry by saying that he was not even fit to be Jesus Christ’s slave, to perform the humble task of unfastening his shoes. But Jesus said that John was the greatest of all prophets. If such a great person felt inadequate even to be Jesus Christ’s slave, how much more should you truly understand who Jesus Christ is, your pride and self-importance no doubt ought to be put away.
25-29. The Pharisees were infuriated by the fact that John was baptizing Judaeans; baptism was practiced by the Essenes for purification, but normally only non Judaeans or Gentiles were baptized when they converted to Judaism the religion of the Pharisees, which was not the faith that God instructed Moses to teach the Israelites. How do we know this, that Moses did not teach Judaism? We know this because Jesus had something to say about Phariseesm also known as Judaism today: “Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me” (John 5: 45, 46; 7:19). When the Pharisees asked John by what authority he was baptizing, they were asking who gave John the right to treat God’s chosen people like Gentiles. John said “I baptize with water” he was merely helping the people that were under the deception of the Pharisees who were taught to believe they were not sinners, to perform a symbolic act of repentance. But soon one would come who would truly forgive sins, something only the Son of God, the Messiah could do. If the Judaean Pharisees were God chosen as the Pharisees taught themselves to believe, what reason would John have had to described them as we read: “But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come? (Matthew 3:7).
Every morning and evening, a lamb was sacrificed in the Temple for the sins of the people (Exodus 29: 38-42). Now the Messiah, God’s servant would be led to slaughter like a lamb. To pay the penalty for sin, a life had to be given, and God chose to provide the sacrifice himself in fulfillment of his promise as prophesied by Abraham in which he said: “God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering” (Genesis 22:7, 8). The sins of the world were removed not covered when Jesus died as the perfect sacrifice (John 3:16-20). This is the way your sin and my sin are forgiven (1 Corinthians 5:7). Jesus Christ is our Passover, the perfect sacrifice for our sin. Because he has delivered us from the slavery of sin, we should have nothing to do with sins of the past. The “sin of the world” means everyone’s sin, the sin of each individual. Jesus paid the price of your sin by his death. If you are reading this message, I want you to know that you can receive forgiveness by confessing your sin directly to Jesus Christ and asking for his forgiveness. You do not need a priest or anyone to do it for you. Simply speak to Jesus, for he hears you. Tell him that you have been bad, and a runaway child of his, but that you want to return home, and then ask him to forgive you; he will do as you say and will give you eternal life, that is, a new life.
30-39 “For he was before me.” Since John the Baptist was conceived before Jesus Christ was, this statement refers to Jesus’ preincarnate existence as the eternal God. This was definitely revealed to John by the Holy Spirit. John was a well-known preacher and attracted large crowds, he was content for Jesus to take the higher place. This is true humility, the basis for greatness in preaching, teaching, or any other work we do for Jesus Christ. When you are content to do what God wants you do and let Jesus Christ to be honored for it, God will certainly do great things through you.
At Jesus baptism John declared him the Messiah, and told the people that the Messiah they have been expecting is now here. John the Baptist’s baptism by water was preparation, because it was for repentance and symbolized the washing away of sins.  Jesus, by contrast, would baptize with the Holy Spirit. He would send the Holy Spirit upon all believers, empowering them to live and teach the message of salvation. This began after Jesus had risen from the dead and ascended into heaven (Acts 2).
“Bare record,” that is, “bore witness,” John did not do this of himself. He was sent by God. By some sign God told John that the one on whom he saw the Holy Spirit coming and remaining was the Son of God. John baptized Jesus with water but affirmed that Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit. Jesus gained nothing from John’s baptism he did not already have. It was as Jesus said to fulfill righteousness, that is, to show support for what John was called to do for the Kingdom of God. John the Baptist’s job was to point people to Jesus, the Messiah for whom they were looking. In our time history seems to be repeating itself and people are looking for someone to give them security in an insecure world. Your job and my job are to point them to Jesus Christ and to show that he is the one they seek. 
Several names were used for Jesus by his disciples: Lamb of God, Rabbi, Messias, Son of God, and King of Israel (John 1:49). The more time we spend getting to know Jesus, the more we understand and appreciate who he is. We may be drawn to him for his teaching, but we will come to know him as the Son of God. Jesus disciples who professed faith in him, at the beginning did not fully understand until three years later that the Word of faith may come easily, but deep appreciation for Jesus Christ usually comes with living by faith in his name. For example, “What seek ye?” This question by Jesus to his first two disciples who came following him, Andrew and John the writer of John’s gospel, goes for everyone who claims to be a Christian. What seek ye as a Christian? Do you know that simply following Jesus is not enough, that you must follow him for the right reasons? To follow Jesus for your own purposes is asking Jesus to follow you, to align with you to build your cause, not his. You must examine your motives for following Jesus. Are you seeking Jesus glory or yours? God will honor your heart desires after you have sort and found him. To seek God’s Kingdom and his righteousness, means to turn to God first for help, to fill your thoughts with his desires, to take his character for your pattern, and to serve and obey him in everything. Then will all your heart desires that are already in store for you be granted you. They will follow you; you will not follow them (Matthew 6:33).
40-51. Andrew was the first disciple of Jesus. And he was the first missionary. The Scripture say that he first findeth his own brother Simon, and brought him to Jesus. Simon Peter was converted; this brother was the agent of God used to bring it to pass. Nothing is more beautiful than to bring our own families to Jesus Christ for salvation. You cannot truly claim that you love your family or friends if you have not witnessed to them the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Philip came to Jesus Christ just as Andrew had, he did the same thing that Andrew did; he shared the faith with someone else and brought him to Jesus. He told Nathanael, we have found him. The “we” is significant, for Phillip came from the same town as Andrew and Peter. The fact that these disciples had been searching for the Messiah speak well of our notion that God always knew those who would do his work. As John was called and made ready before the arrival of the Messiah, so were the disciples, even the one who would be the agentor or agent of the illuminati or the New World Order.

Already there was the nucleus for the twelve men Jesus would bring into the closest communion with himself. When Jesus told Nathanael that he had seen him under the fig tree, Nathanael’s realization of Jesus omnipresence brought him to faith in the Savior. From the beginning the great truth was made manifest! Jesus Saves. Jesus knew about Nathanael before the two ever met. Jesus Christ also knows what we are really like. An honest person will feel comfortable. You cannot pretend to be something you are not. God knows the real you and wants you to follow him.
51. In this verse Jesus as the unique God-man explains or rather reveals that he is our transport, that He is the ladder between heaven and earth. This would not be a physical experience such as the transfiguration, but spiritual insight into Jesus’ true nature and purpose for coming, which was to show us how to be prepared for our trip when he returns to take us with him to meet the Father.
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