Sabbath Sermon of December 5, 2015.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Beware of the False Teachers of the End Time
Jude Chapter 1

Jesus says to all “Not everyone who says to me Lord! Lord! shall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he or she that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Jesus continues to say that “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? And in thy name have cast out devils? And in thy name done many wonderful works? And I will profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” Again, Jesus makes it clear that works cannot save anyone. In other words, you cannot through works based system enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. Therefore, any system that is based on works to enter into the Kingdom is in error, and leads to only one place, Satan’s kingdom in the Lake of Fire. For “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4:12)
Jude introduces himself as the brother of James the Superintendent of the Congregation of Jesus at Jerusalem, who was a half brother of Jesus. Thus Jude was also a half brother of the Lord Jesus Christ after the flesh. Jude and James were two of the five Jesus’ brethren who did not believe in him earlier in their lives (John 7:1-5; Acts 1:14); Miriam was their mother. Joseph was the father of James and Jude, and although Miriam was Jesus’ true mother, God was Jesus’ true Father. Note that Jude in this passage does not press his family claim, instead he identifies himself as a servant of Jesus Christ; as must all who have been redeemed through the blood of Jesus Christ, sanctified, and preserved for the Kingdom of Heaven.
Here Jude thought it was necessary to warn you and me about these people who are doing many works of iniquity. The Book of Jude is basically written to Christians whose ranks have been infiltrated by false teachers who are selling a message that promotes immorality, and theological error. The men that Jude speaks about are those who have taken the grace of God and the freedom that it brings, and turned it into a license to indulge in many kinds of sin. These are “brute beasts” they discard as worthless and irrelevant anything outside of their experience. They follow their animal instincts and find satisfaction only in gratifying the flesh. The Book of Jude is an important book for us today because it is written for the end times, and we are in the end times.
Jude emphasizes the important relationship between correct doctrine and true faith. The truth of the Bible must not be compromised because it gives us the real facts about Jesus and salvation. The Bible is inspired by God and should never be twisted or manipulated; when it is, we become confused over right and wrong and lose sight of the only path that leads to eternal life. He urges all true Christians to contend for the faith which they have received as saints of the Almighty God. This is necessary because there are certain people who have positioned themselves to work against God and His Son Jesus Christ. These have made a pack with the one who was before of the old ordained to this condemnation; ungodly people, who have sworn a blood oath to turn the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ. So before writing about salvation, then, Jude felt he had to set his readers back on the right track, calling them back to the basics of their faith. Then the way to salvation would be clearer for anyone who wants to receive it.
3-5. Error in delivering the Word of God is dangerous and deadly, so those who have the common true faith in Jesus Christ must contend for it earnestly. This must be done furiously and lawfully. And scolding is not always the best way to defend truth. Jude warns, saying that “Ungodly people raise scruples, start questions, cause divisions, widen breaches, merely to advance and promote their own selfish, ambitious, and covetous ends. We see that all the time in our society as the end draws near, especially on Television when they want their legal rights to commit abominable acts. This has been the plague of the many Congregations of Jesus Christ in all ages, and no age is or will be, wholly free from such people and practices as long as time shall last. Doesn’t this call to mind the parable of the wheat and the chaff? Jesus says, “let them  grow  together until the day of harvest: at which time the wheat will be stored in the ban while the chaff is cast into the oven” (Matthew 13:30).
The warning from Jude in this passage is very clear that any religious group or fraternity that denies Jesus Christ as God proves itself to be anti-God Almighty and cannot be Christian. Jude was not writing to unbelievers, this message was for those who have received Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior. In other words, these are those who have believed having been exposed to the true Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. So he reminds you and me that as it was with the Israelites before us who had received what we now have, that is, the adoption of God Almighty as His children, that if, we would not be mindful of our salvation as some who God saved from Egyptian slavery were not, that as God allowed them to be destroyed by their own doings, so we would be destroyed if we slip from the truth into unbelief and abomination. 
Jude gives other examples of rebellion: the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, the inhabitants were so full of sin that God wiped them off the face of the earth (Genesis 19:1-29).  If the chosen people, angels, and sinful cities were punished, how much more would these false teachers and those who listen to them be severely judged? Therefore, whoever perishes because of his or her sins must bear the blame. But whoever is sanctified and preserved must ascribe all of this to God and his grace; not to ones works. Sanctification is not the work of the believer, that is, it cannot be attained by the works of the believer. It belongs to God to give freely by his grace.
My friend, to learn the true doctrine of the true faith in God, you must study the Bible because the Word in it is alive; that is what Jesus meant when he said, “if you must gain eternal life you must eat my flesh and drink my blood.” You do this by reading  or consuming the Word of God for Jesus is the Word of God (John 1:1-5). But those who would refuse to learn correct doctrine, however, are susceptible to false teaching because they are not fully grounded in God’s truth. Every true Christian must endeavor to understand the basic doctrines of their faith so that they can recognize false doctrines and prevent wrong teaching from undermining their faith and hurting others.
A true Christian could not do whatever he or she likes without fear of God’s punishment. You must not have a light view of God’s holiness and his justice. God is not a respecter of persons, whether you are a Christian or an unbeliever, sin is always sin before God no matter who commits it. Paul refutes this line of thought, that is, to use faith in Jesus as license to sin (Romans 6:1-23). We cannot minimize the sinfulness of sin, believing that how we live has little to do with our faith. My friend, if you claim to have faith in God, you must show it by your deep respect for God and your sincere desire to live according to the principles in His Word. A true Christian is one who believes in God and obeys Him ( John 14:20-23). 
6-8. The angels referred to here were obviously sinless and unfallen at one time, as we heard from the Testimony of a teenager possessed by a fallen angel who introduced itself as Anenna. These angels became fallen angels because they abandoned their original rank and left their proper home when they believed Lucifer and joined in his rebellion against God Almighty. They were expelled from heaven, consigned to “hell and chains of darkness (2Peter 2:4), where they await the last judgment and their final punishment. They will be cast into the lake of fire with their leader Satan also known as Lucifer (Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:7-15).
Most people would argue that God is love, and that he cannot sentence people to hell or eternal fire for rejecting him; but this is clearly taught in the Scripture by Jesus Christ more than anyone else in the Bible, that sinners who do not seek forgiveness from God through Jesus Christ before taking their last breath on earth will face eternal separation from Him (Mark 9: 43-48). Jude gives this warning to all who rebel against, ignore, or reject God and His Son Jesus Christ.
9-10. The dispute over the body of Moses is recounted here, how Satan tried to claim the body of Moses for two reason: (1) that he, Satan, was the lord of matter, to which the angel replied that God is Lord of all, since he created matter; (2) that Moses was a murderer when he killed the Egyptian task master who was punishing the Israelite slave, therefore his body belonged to Satan; at which accusation the angel said, “The Lord rebuke thee,” and Satan fled (Zechariah 3:2).

11-13. False teachers usually would claim to possess secret knowledge which gave them authority. Their so called “secret knowledge” in every case would be esoteric or mystical and beyond human understanding; things God has not revealed in His Word. So we must beware of those who claim to have all the answers and who belittle what they do not understand. According to both Peter and Jude, the error known as the  “way of Balaam” pertains to the desire and greed for money. This error of Balaam or the doctrine of Balaam includes the teaching of enticement to worship idols, to marry unbelievers, and to partake of their ritual prostitution. Records show that multitudes of well-meaning Christians who have married unbelievers have lost their spirituality and have backslidden from the true faith in God almighty and His Son Jesus Christ. In Revelation 2:14-15, Jesus rebukes the Church for tolerating those who, like Balaam, lead people away from God. The Doctrine of the Nicolaitanes, as today’s Freemasonry, which God hates. 

There were some who taught that it was lawful to eat things sacrificed to idols, and that simple fornication was no sin; they, by an impure worship, drew men into impure practices, as Balaam did the Israelites. But the truth is that the filthiness of the spirit and the filthiness of the flesh often go together. Corrupt doctrines and a corrupt worship often lead to a corrupt conversation. It is very easy and yet lawful to fix the name of the leaders of any heresy upon those who follow them. It is the shortest way of telling whom we mean. To continue in communion with persons of corrupt principles and practices is displeasing to God, draws a guilt and blemish upon the whole society: they become partakers of other people’s sins. Though the church, as such, has no power to punish the persons of men, either for heresy or immorality, with corporal penalties, yet it has power to exclude them from its communion; and, if it does not do so, Jesus Christ, the head and lawgiver of the Congregation, will be displeased with it. Jesus calls upon all to repentance: “Repent, or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them [you] with the sword of my mouth.”
Three examples of people who did whatever they wanted were given by Jude: Cain, who murdered his brother out of vengeful jealousy (Genesis 4:2-16; Balaam who prophesied to get money, not out of obedience to God’s command (Numbers chapter 22-24); and Korah who rebelled against God’s divinely appointed leader, wanting the power for himself (Numbers 16:1-35). These stories no doubt illustrates attitudes that are typical of false teachers, pride, selfishness, jealousy, greed, lust for power, and disregard of God’s will. 
In the love feasts, the false teachers were joining and causing “spots” in what should be a time of rejoicing in the Lord. In several Congregations, they had turned this meal into a time of gluttony and drunken revelry. Some people hastily gobble food while others went hungry. Jude went on to describe the false teachers as “twice dead.” In that they were useless “tree” because they were not producing fruit, and because they were not even believers, they would be rooted up and burned. There may be room for differences of opinion among Christians in some areas, but there is no room for heresy and moral impurity. Your town or neighborhood may not participate in idol feasts, but it probably has pornography, sexual sin, cheating, gossiping, and lying. Do not tolerate sin by bowing to the pressure to lower your standards to be seen as nice and open minded. Let your Yea be yea and let your Nay be nay!
14-19. The phrase the seventh from Adam, that is, the seventh generation from Adam is believed to be contained in the book of Enoch that can be dated from the beginning of the Christian era. It contains this statement: “And behold, He cometh with ten thousand of His Holy ones to execute judgment upon all, and to destroy all the ungodly, and to convict all flesh of all the works of their ungodliness which they have ungodly committed, and of all the hard things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”
20-25. “Praying in the Holy Spirit.”  As Christians we do this when we submit ourselves to the guidance and the teaching of the Holy Spirit (John 14:12-26; John 16: 7-14). Faith, fervency, and importunity constitute the right spirit for prayer. Whenever you truly pray in the Holy Spirit, great results will come. To keep yourself in the love of God is to live close to him and his people, not listening to false teachers who would pull you away from God (John 15:9, 10). Remember false teachers are not found only in the churches, they are also found in places of business and employment; these days they are everywhere.
Every true Christian ought to be doing effective witnessing which saves people from God’s judgment. You should witness to some through your compassion and kindness; to others you witness as if you are snatching them from the fire of hell itself. “Hating the garment spotted by the flesh,” that is, you are to hate the sin, but you must witness to and love the sinner. Unbelievers, no matter how successful they seem by worldly standards, are lost and in need of salvation. True Christians should not take witnessing lightly; it is a matter of life and death (Ezekiel 3:17-21).
In trying to find common ground with those to whom you witness, you must be careful not to fall into the quicksand of compromise. When reaching out to others, you must be sure your own footing is safe and secure. Be careful not to forget who you are or what you believe. Always influence for Jesus Christ, do not allow them to influence you to sin!  Again, we believe God is willing and able to keep his people from falling if we would trust Him. And of those given to Jesus by the Father, none shall be lost (John 6:39). Our faults may fill us with tears, but our Redeemer has undertaken to present us faultless; and we shall be so presented if we would confess Jesus Christ before others. 
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