Sabbath Sermon of December 2, 2017.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

What are You Doing as a Christian?

John Chapter 5

Jesus during his ministry in many places where he went he healed all who were ailing. Here we see multitudes that were impotent, blind, halt, and withered. Yet only one of them that were healed was mentioned here by John.  No doubt, Jesus healed others and John mentioned only this one case. Or could it be that others were not healed because they had no faith whatever in Jesus and his power to heal? Not so, because the man that was healed did not even know who Jesus was, and could not even answer the question that was posed to him that would have proven his faith. But Jesus healed him anyway, even before he could believe. 

Therefore, it appears that faith in God Almighty and His Son Jesus Christ is recognized by most people after they have received the free gift of Salvation in Jesus Christ. Faith in God Almighty sometimes may not be necessary or demanded by God Almighty before receiving good things from Him. One instructive and yet sad part of the story is that the cured man, though he has directly seen and benefited from the sign or miracle, has not understood it. To him the sign has not revealed its meaning. He heads off to inform the adversaries that it was Jesus who had healed him and for whom they were looking to kill.

"Who told you to carry your sleeping mat?" The reason the Pharisees sought to kill Jesus. To the legalistic Pharisees, to carry around a sleeping mat on the Sabbath was contrary to their man made law. Yet Jesus authorized the action.  In an initial response to his critics, Jesus compared himself to his Father. Since the Father works on the Sabbath, as on all days, so can Jesus. This response is dangerous since it places Jesus and the Father on a similar equal plane. And so the plot to kill him thickens. Who is this Jesus who treats both God Almighty and the Sabbath as his own family possession?

16-18. Almost from the beginning of Jesus’ ministry the Pharisees who were so legalistic that they could not bear to see a man made whole on the Sabbath day. When this man had been ill for thirty-eight years was healed, one would suppose the Pharisees would have sung praises to God Almighty for his healing. Instead, they began immediately to persecute the one who had performed the miracle. It may be confusing to many why some were saved immediately when they listened to Jesus while others were so hard of heart that they tried to kill him.


19-23. Just like Nicodemus who due to lack of the knowledge of the Scripture, but was a teacher of the Law, who could not understand that to enter into the Kingdom of heaven, one must be born again. So it was with the Pharisees who contemplated that “If this is true that Jesus is God, which, since the Father is certainly God Almighty, make for two Gods? But we read in Micah 5:2, Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1; 14:1-11. In these passages beginning from Micah 5:2, we read of Jesus’, the Messiah’s birthplace, the promised eternal King in David’s line, who would come to live as a man. Had been alive forever” from of old, from everlasting.” Although eternal, he entered human history as the man, Jesus of Nazareth. 

John 1:1, John shows Jesus as fully human and fully God Almighty. Although Jesus took upon himself full humanity and lived as a man, he never ceased to be the eternal God Almighty who has always existed, the Creator and Substance of all things, and the source of eternal life. This is true about Jesus and the foundation of all truth. Anyone who cannot or do not believe this basic truth, will not have enough faith to trust their eternal destiny to him. That is why John wrote this Gospel to build faith and confidence in Jesus Christ so that we may believe he truly was and is the Son of God Almighty (John 20:30, 31). John wrote to believers everywhere, both Israelites and Gentiles. As one of Jesus' twelve disciples, John was an eyewitness, so his story is accurate. 


In John 14: 1-11, we read of Jesus’ words showing that the way to eternal life, though unseen, is certain, as assured as your trust in Jesus. He has already prepared the way to eternal life. The only issue that many still be unsettled is your willingness to believe his truth. The basic and important passages in Scripture, is how can we know the way to God Almighty?  Only through Jesus. Jesus is the way because he is both God and man. By uniting our lives with his, we are united with God Almighty (John 17:20-25). Trust Jesus to take you to the Father, and all the benefits of being God Almighty’s child will be yours.  Jesus says he is the only way to God Almighty the Father. Some have argued that this is too narrow. But in reality, it is wide enough for the whole world, if the world chooses to accept it.

24-30. “Shall not come into condemnation.” Scripture speaks of three major judgments of God Almighty: (1) the judgment of the sins of those who accept Jesus Christ, a judgment that took place once for all by the death of Jesus on the cross (Romans 8:1); (2) the judgment of believers at the judgment seat of Jesus Christ where rewards will be handed out after we have given an accounting for our lives (Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10); and (3) the judgment of unbelievers (the great white throne judgment; at which time the unsaved dead will be resurrected, the books will be opened, and every mouth will be stopped, the  verdict will be announced with no appeal, no excuses, and so mitigating circumstances, with the lake of fire the final resting place for impenitent sinners (Revelation 20:11-15).
In John 8:14 Jesus states that his own witness or testimony to himself is sufficient. But here Jesus acceded to the demands of the Pharisees for some verification for his claims. The verse may well be phrased: "If I bear witness to myself without another witness, it does not measure up to the Scripture's requirement." Then Jesus offered another witness to himself (1) God Almighty his Father (John 5:36, 37) (2) John the Baptist (John 5:33, Deuteronomy 18:16-19). In other words, their patent unbelief was not caused by a lack of witness.

17-26. “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.  My friends if Jesus is working because his Father works, what are you doing as a true Christian? In response to Jesus’ claim, the Pharisees had two choices: to believe him or to accuse him of blasphemy. They chose the second.  As true Christians, because of his unity with God Almighty, Jesus lives as his Father wanted him to live. Because of our identification with Jesus, we must honor him and live as he wants us to live. The questions “What would Jesus do? And “What would Jesus have me do” may help you make the right choices. Jesus claimed a number of times in the Bible to be equal with God Almighty. In this citation the Pharisees understood what Jesus was saying; that he himself is equal with God Almighty. Either he was guilty of blasphemy or his claim was true. If it was blasphemy, he deserved to dies according to Deuteronomy 13:1-3, it was true, they should worship him. Either Jesus was what he claimed to be or he was the world’s greatest fraud and deceiver. Thus his deity is always the dividing line between those who believe in him and those who are guilty of unbelief. 

Everlasting life, that is, living forever with God Almighty begins when you accept Jesus Christ as Savior. At that moment, a new life begins in you (2 Corinthians 5:17). It is a completed transaction. You will still face, physical death, but when Jesus Christ returns again your body will be resurrected to live forever.


The dead that will hear his voice, Jesus was talking about the spiritually dead who hear, understand, and accept him. Those who accept God Almighty’s Word will have everlasting life. God Almighty is the source and Creator of life, for there is no life apart from God Almighty, here or hereafter. The life in us is a gift from him (Deuteronomy 30:20; Psalm 36:8).  Because Jesus is eternally existent with God Almighty, the Creator, he too is eternally existent with God Almighty, the Creator, he too is “The life” through whom we may live eternally (1 John 5:11).
27-44. The Old Testament mentioned three signs of the coming Messiah. In this chapter, John shows that Jesus has fulfilled all three signs. All power and dominion are given to him as the Son of man (Daniel 7:13, 14). The lame and sick are healed (Isaiah 35:6; Jeremiah 31:8, 9). The dead are raised to life with Deuteronomy 32:39; 1 Samuel 2:6; 2 Kings 5:7).

Those who have rebelled against Jesus Christ will be resurrected too; to hear God Almighty's judgment against them and to be sentenced to an eternity apart from Him. There are those who wish to live well on earth, ignore God, and see death as final rest. Jesus does not allow unbelieving people to see death as the end of it all. There is a judgment to face. The religious Pharisees leaders knew what the Bible said but failed to apply its words to their lives. They knew the teachings of the Scriptures but failed to see the Messiah to whom the Scriptures pointed. 

The Pharisees knew the rules but missed the Savior. Entrenched in their own religious system, they refused to let the Son of God change their lives. My friends, whose approval do you seek? The religious leaders enjoyed great prestige just as today’s false pastors and false prophets are in their fake mega churches, but their stamp of approval means nothing to Jesus Christ. He was concerned about God Almighty’s approval. This is a good principle for us. If even the highest officials in the world approval of our actions and God Almighty does not, we should be concerned. But if God Almighty approves, even though others do not, we should be content.
45-47. The Pharisees prided themselves on being the true followers of their ancestor Moses. The Pharisees pretended to follow every one of the laws Moses was given for Israel and even added their own (Matthew 15:3-9). Jesus warning that Moses would accuse them stung them to fury. Moses wrote about Jesus as we read in Genesis 3:15; Numbers 21:9; 24:17; Deuteronomy 18:15- 19), yet the religious leaders refused to believe Jesus when he came. Jesus here makes it clear that if they had believed in what Moses wrote that was given to him by God Almighty, they would have become Christians. Because everything that Moses wrote was about Jesus Christ, and the plan of God Almighty to rescue us through death and resurrection, aka his "Finished work."


Concerning Jesus’ finished work, and of the last sayings of Jesus Christ on the cross, none is more important or more poignant or pricking than, “It is finished.” Found only in the Gospel of John, the Greek word translated “it is finished” is tetelestai, an accounting term that means “paid in full.” When Jesus uttered those words, He was declaring the debt owed to His Father by humanity was wiped away completely and forever. Not that Jesus wiped away any debt that He owed to the Father; rather, Jesus eliminated the debt owed by every man and woman on earth, that is, the debt of sin.
 Before Jesus was arrested by the Romans, Jesus prayed His last public prayer, asking the Father to glorify Him, just as he had glorified the Father on earth, having “finished the work you have given me to do” (John 17:4). The work Jesus was sent to do was to “seek and save that which is lost” (Luke 19:10), to provide atonement for the sins of all who would ever believe in Him (Romans 3:23-25; 5:11), and to reconcile sinful people of the world to a holy Almighty God. “All this is from God Almighty, who reconciled us to himself through Jesus Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God Almighty was reconciling the world to himself in Jesus Christ, not counting people's sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). None other but God Almighty in the flesh could accomplish such a task.
 Also completed was the fulfillment of all Old Testament prophecies, symbols, and foreshadowings of the coming Messiah. From Genesis to Malachi, there are over 300 specific prophecies detailing the coming of the Anointed One, all fulfilled by Jesus. From the “seed” who would crush the serpent’s head (Genesis 3:15), to the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, to the prediction of the “messenger” of the Lord (John the Baptist) who would “prepare the way” for the Messiah, all prophecies of Jesus’ life, ministry, and death were fulfilled and finished at the cross.
 Although the redemption of mankind is the most important finished task, many other things were finished on the cross. The sufferings Jesus endured while on the earth, and especially in His last hours, were at last over. God Almighty’s will for Jesus was accomplished in His perfect obedience to the Father (John 5:30; 6:38; 10:18). Most importantly, the power of Mr. sin also known as Lucifer and Satan was finished. No longer would mankind have to suffer the “flaming arrows of Lucifer the evil one” (Ephesians 6:16). By raising the “shield of faith” in Jesus who completed the work of redemption and salvation, we can, by faith, live as new creations in Jesus Christ. Jesus’ finished work on the cross was the beginning of new life for all who were once “dead in trespasses and sins” but who are now made “alive through Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 2:1, 5).
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