Sabbath Sermon of December 29, 2012
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Teaching About The New Birth: Born Again
John Chapter 3

A once born person dies twice—he dies in the flesh, and he dies in the spirit. A twice-born man dies once—he dies in the flesh but his soul lives forever in heaven. Thus regeneration of the believer’s soul. All Christians must be twice-born: the first time from a mother’s womb, then again by the Spirit of God to new life. The new birth comes through the redemption of Jesus Christ, whose blood was shed for this purpose (1Pet. 1:17-23). The Holy Spirit through the Word of God convicts, converts, and regenerates the sinner who becomes a child of God.

5-11. Born of water and of the Spirit, that is, “born physically and spiritually,” this paraphrase interprets “born of water” as meaning the normal process observed during every human birth. Some believe this phrase refers to water baptism. The Roman Catholic Church, Anglo-Catholics among the Anglicans, and some Lutherans teach that new life is imparted by water baptism, or what is called “baptism regeneration.” Others hold to “believer’s baptism,” by which water baptism is performed as a symbol that the recipient already has been born again. Still others hold that while baptism, particularly infant baptism does not save the recipient; it is a means of grace and constitutes a sacrament. The dying thief at Calvary was saved without water baptism, but those who insist on baptismal regeneration accept the intention for the act itself. However, Jesus says that it is by the indwelling Spirit of God that a person is born again. First, a person must prove himself or herself to love him by keeping his commandments, after then will He ask the Father to give you the Holy Spirit that will abide with you forever (John 14:15-17).
Nicodemus was a ruler and a member of the Pharisees, one of two major groups of the religious leaders whom Jesus and John the Baptist criticized for being hypocrites. The two groups, the Pharisees and the Sadducees disliked each other greatly, and both opposed Jesus. John the Baptist criticized the Pharisees for being legalistic and hypocritical, following the letter of the law while ignoring its true intent. He criticized the Sadducees for using religion to advance their political position. Most Pharisees were intensely jealous of Jesus because he undermined their authority and challenged their views. But Nicodemus was searching, and he believed Jesus had some answers. He was a learned teacher himself, but he came to Jesus to be taught. The lesson here is that no matter how intelligent and well educated you are, you must come to Jesus with open mind and heart so he can teach you the truth about God.
He came to Jesus after dark because he was afraid of his peers, the Pharisees and what they would say about his visit.  Later he spoke openly in defense of Jesus after he had understood that Jesus was truly the Messiah (John 7:50). Like Nicodemus, every one of us must examine Jesus for ourselves, others cannot do it for us. If you come to believe that Jesus is who he says, you must speak up for his Gospel of the Kingdom of heaven. Nicodemus knew from the Bible that the Kingdom of heaven would be ruled by God, it would be restored on earth, and it would incorporate God’s people. But Jesus revealed to him that the Kingdom of heaven would come to the whole world, not just to the Jews, and that he would not be part of it unless he was personally born again. The Kingdom of heaven is personal, not national or ethnic, and its entrance requirements are repentance and spiritual rebirth.  In the Gospels we are taught by Jesus that God’s Kingdom has already begun in the hearts of believers. It will be fully realized when Jesus returns to judge the world and abolish evil forever (Rev. Chapters 21-22).
“Born of water and of the Spirit,” this was in reference to the contrast between the physical birth (water) and spiritual birth (Spirit) or being regenerated by the Holy Spirit and demonstrating that rebirth by Christian baptism. Also, the physical could mean the realization of the body as the temple of God, and to see and treat our bodies as one would do to the temple of God (1 Cor. 6:15-19). Jesus was explaining the importance of a spiritual rebirth, saying that people don’t enter the Kingdom by living a better life, but by being spiritually reborn.
12-14. “That which is born of the flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit.”  God is three persons in one; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God became man in Jesus so that Jesus could die for our sins. Jesus rose from the dead to offer salvation to all people through spiritual renewal and rebirth. When Jesus ascended into heaven, his physical presence left the earth, but he promised to send the Holy Spirit so his spiritual presence would still be among mankind (Luke 24:49). The Holy was first made available to all believers in the New Testament at Pentecost. Whereas in the Old Testament days the Holy Spirit empowered specific individuals for specific purposes, now believers can receive the power of the Holy Spirit by meeting the requirements as stated by Jesus in John 14:15-28; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 12:13; 2 Cor. 1:22.
Here Jesus describes the characteristics of the Holy Spirit in the life of one that is born again. He explains that the Holy Spirit in a believer makes the believer’s works resemble that of the wind, in ways we cannot predict; like the wind you hear it, but you cannot tell where it is coming from, neither can you tell where it is going. So is one that is born of the Holy Spirit of the Almighty God. Being born again is a gift from God through the person of the Holy Spirit. Of all those people out there we disregard thinking they are beyond redemption, be they leaders of our country or members of the New World Order, for these we do not bother to pray for or witness to them; we must not assume that anyone as long as they are still alive is beyond the reach of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Because through his Holy Spirit, God can reach anyone, and we should pray diligently for whomever God brings us in contact with or to our minds. We must believe that God can touch those we think are most unlikely; God may use you to bring them home into his Kingdom.

Nicodemus being a Pharisee and a teacher of the Old Testament did not understand what the Bible said about the Messiah. He had knowledge of the Bible, but knowledge is not salvation. To obtain the salvation which comes from the Word of God, we should know the Bible, but even more important, we should understand the God whom the Bible reveals and the salvation that God offers through his Word.
15. The paraphrase in verse 13 clearly indicates the omnipresence of Jesus Christ, he is said to be on earth and in heaven at the same time. This verse has been relegated to a footnote in the RSV and the NIV, which is the usually the first step to completely removing the verse from their bibles. The phrase may have been dropped very early in the transmission of the text of John because of the theological problem of some had to accepting the fact that the God-man, Jesus, could be in two places at the same time. But in Genesis, Moses tells us what God told him about a visit he made to Abraham.  During that visit God ate the food cooked for them by Sarah, and then dialoged with Abraham regarding the judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah (Gen. 18). Furthermore, we learned from the Scripture that “every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world” (1 John 4:3).
During the time the Israelites were wandering in the wilderness, God allowed a plague of serpents to punish the people for their rebellious attitudes. Now when you read in the Scriptures that God sent or allowed certain punishments to come upon people, it is that the rebellious attitudes of the people had triggered the judgment upon themselves. Those doomed to die from snakebite could be healed by obeying God’s command to look up at the elevated bronze serpent and by believing that God would heal them if they did. It was the last miracle that passed through the hand of Moses before his death. Now in this type of Christ we may observe, First, The deadly and destructive nature of sin, which is implied here. The guilt of sin is like the pain of the biting of a fiery serpent; the power of corruption is like the venom diffused thereby. The devil is the old serpent, subtle at first (Gen. 3:1 ), but ever since fiery, and his temptations fiery darts, his assaults terrifying, his victories destroying. Ask awakened consciences, ask damned sinners, and they will tell you, how charming soever the allurements of sin are, at the last it bites like a serpent, (Prov. 23:30-32).  Like the serpent, Jesus was to be lifted up in death. No one was saved by the serpent, whereas all who come to Jesus Christ are saved by him. The serpent was effective only when those who had been bitten lifted their eyes to behold it (Numbers 21:9). Whoever looked lived. And whoever looks to Jesus will live forever (John 3:14).
16-25. The entire Gospel comes to focus in verse 16. For God’s love is not static or self-centered; it reaches out and draws others unto himself. God is the one who makes the first move toward us; he sets the pattern of true love, the basis for all love relationships. God paid dearly with the life of his only Son. We have all sinned and have come short of the glory of God. The highest price did God pay to bring us back to himself. Jesus accepted our punishment, paid the price for our sins, and then offered us the new life he had bought for us. This is the more reason that when we share the Gospel with others, our love for them must be like Jesus’, willingly giving up our own comfort and security so that others might join us in receiving God’s love.

If you won’t come to Jesus because you think your life is miserable, then you should know that eternal life is not an extension of a person’s miserable, mortal life; eternal life that Jesus is offering you, is God’s life embodied in Jesus Christ, given to all believers now as a guarantee that they will live forever in heaven (John 14:20). To believe in Jesus is more than intelligent agreement that Jesus is God. It means to put all your trust and confidence in him that he alone can save you. It is to put Jesus Christ in charge of your present plans and eternal destiny. Believing in Jesus must be both trusting his words as reliable and relying on him for the power to change. If you have never trusted Jesus Christ, and you are reading this message, consider yourself served with this notice, that this promise of everlasting life can be yours today in as little as 5 minutes, if you call to Jesus now.

Strangely enough there are many people who do not want their lives exposed to God’s light because they are afraid of what it will reveal. They do not want to be changed. Believers should not be surprised when the same people are threatened by your desire to obey God and do what is right, because they are afraid that the light in you may expose some of the darkness in their lives. Believers should never give in to discouragement; we must keep praying on behalf of unbelievers that they will come to see how much better it is to live in the light of God than in darkness. If you would not accept Jesus because you are afraid of what it will reveal in your life, then it is that you do not want to be changed. Some look for points of disagreement so they can sow seeds of discord, discontent, and doubt. Believers instead are to witness about what Jesus has done for us. How can anyone argue with us about that? 

26-30. John the Baptist’s disciples were concerned because people were following Jesus instead of John. It is easy to grow jealous of the popularity of another person’s ministry. But we must remember that our true mission is to influence people to follow Jesus Christ, the glory is his not us. John the Baptist did not become a disciple of Jesus but continued to baptize after Jesus came onto the scene. John purpose was to point people to Jesus Christ as he believed God had appointed him. So if God appoints us to a task, it becomes a high and holy privilege. We should accept it with great enthusiasm and put our hand to the plough for Kingdom of heaven. John’s willingness to decrease in importance shows unusual humility. Pastors and other Christian leaders can be tempted to focus more on the success of their ministries than on Jesus Christ. We must beware of those who put more emphasis on their own achievements than on God’s Kingdom.
31-36. Here John the Baptist reminds all of us that Jesus testimony was trustworthy because he came from heaven and spoke of what he saw there. His words were the words of God. Our whole spiritual life depends on our respective answers to one question, “Who is Jesus Christ? If you accept Jesus as only a prophet or teacher, you have to reject his teaching, for he claimed to be God’s Son, even God himself. The heart-beat of it in John’s Gospel is the dynamic truth that Jesus is God’s Son, the Messiah, the Savior, who was from the beginning and will continue to live forever. This same Jesus has invited us to accept him and live with him eternally. When we understand who Jesus is, we are compelled to believe he is who he said he is, the Son of God.

“God giveth not the Spirit by measure” means God’s Spirit was upon Jesus without measure or limit. Thus Jesus was the highest revelation to man (Heb. 1:2, 3). Jesus says that those who believe in him have everlasting. But those who do not believe in him will not have everlasting life. To receive everlasting life is to join in God’s life, which by nature is eternal. Thus eternal life begins at the moment of spiritual rebirth.
John in his Gospel has been demonstrating that Jesus is the true Son of God. Jesus sets before us the greatest choice of life. We are responsible to decide today whom we will obey (Joshua 24:15), and God wants us to choose him and life (Deuteronomy 30:15-20). The wrath of God is God’s final judgment and rejection of the sinner. To put off the choice is to choose not to follow Jesus Christ. My friend, indecision is a fatal decision, as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:  So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation (Hebrews 9:27,28).
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