Sabbath Day Sermon of December 28, 2019.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Believers as Salt and Light of the Earth
Matthew Chapter 5:13-48 [KJV]
“Ye are the salt of the earth, but if the salt has lost his savor wherewith shall it be salted” It is thenceforth good for nothing to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men.’ ‘Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot hide. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick, and gives light unto all that are in the house. Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glory your Father which is in heaven.’”

13-16. Jesus in these verses of this study describes the role of his disciples or Christians. The role of the followers of Jesus is expressed by the images of salt and light. A handful of salt goes a long way. The gospel is as salt, quick and is powerful, and Christians are also salt. In Jesus' time, salt was used to not only improve the taste of food but also to preserve meat and fish. When Jesus compares his followers to salt, he says that they improve the quality of human existence and preserve it from destruction. 
In Jesus Christ’s time, the only lamps available were small dish-like devices in which oil was burned. By our standards, these lamps did not give off much light, but in the time before electricity, their light must have seemed very bright. So when Jesus calls his disciples and followers the light of the world, he says that their actions serve as a beacon of light in a dark world. True Christians are challenged to let their light shine as a witness to their fidelity to Jesus and his heavenly Father.

17-20. If you ask, “Did the coming of Jesus brought about the end of the Law?” Jesus says no! If Jesus did not come to cancel the Law, does that mean all the Old Testament laws still apply to us today? Technically, yes. Jesus in the flesh was subject to the law of God Almighty. He met the demands of the Law of his Father in heaven (John 8:46; 1 Peter 2:21-23). But he never put himself into bondage to the legalism that the Pharisees created by the extravagant interpretations of the law. He also declared himself to be “Lord even of the Sabbath” (Matthew 12:8).

In the Old Testament, there were three categories of law: ceremonial, civil, and moral. The ceremonial law related specifically to Israel’s worship, and its purpose was to point forward to Jesus Christ the Lamb of God Almighty. Animal sacrifice for sin is no longer required after Jesus’ death and resurrection (Hebrews 10:1-10). While we are no longer bound by the ceremonial law, the principles behind it, that is, to offer our sacrifices through prayer, worship, and love a holy God Almighty still apply. On the civil law, the principles behind the commands are timeless and should guide your conduct. Jesus demonstrated these principles. On the moral law such as the Ten Commandments, is a direct command of God Almighty and it requires strict obedience and reveals the nature and will of God Almighty, and it still applies today. Jesus our captain obeyed the moral law completely.
God Almighty says, “If you love Me, keep My commandments.” God Almighty’s will is in His word, His commandments. In the new covenant, God Almighty writes His commandments in our hearts, His children, and, for the most part, these commandments have to do with our inner life, not our outward circumstances.
“Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill the Law.” Jesus came to reveal the true meaning of the Old Testament, to express the intent of the Law giver and the exact commands the prophets were given to deliver and to say, and thus to bring it to fulfillment. The sayings in verse 18 appeal to the intent of the lawgiver that the law is eternal, or at least that it remains in force “until all things have taken place” or the fulfillment of God Almighty’s Kingdom.

Some of those in the crowd as Jesus spoke were experts at telling others what to do as instructors of the law, but they missed the central point of God Almighty’s laws. Jesus in verse 19 made it clear that obeying God Almighty’s Law is more important than explaining it. It’s much easier to study God Almighty’s laws and tell others to obey than to put them into practice. My friends, if we may ask you, how are you doing at obeying God Almighty’s laws yourself? Remember you must say it, teach it exactly as Jesus did, or you will be in danger of condemnation if you changed anything in it.

Jesus says his followers’ righteousness must exceed the righteousness of the Pharisees. Jesus demands that his followers surpass the scribes and Pharisees in seeking righteousness; otherwise, they cannot enter God Almighty’s Kingdom. This saying states the basic thesis of the entire Sermon and gives structure to the various sayings contained in the three remaining sections of the chapter.

If the Pharisees were exacting and scrupulous in their attempts to follow their laws, so how could Jesus’ reasonably call his followers to greater righteousness than theirs? Well, the Pharisees' weakness was that they were content to obey the laws outwardly without allowing God Almighty to change their hearts or attitudes. In other words, someone could outwardly do everything right as a Christian would, but inwardly he or she is a pretender or a wolf in sheep clothing. Just as the Jesuits are trained in casuistry and sophistry on how to be a protestant if they run into a protestant, and to be a Jew if they run into a Jew, and so on and so forth to all peoples.

Jesus in many words was saying, therefore, as his followers that the quality of our deeds should be greater than that of the Pharisees. The Pharisees looked pious, but they were far from the Kingdom of God Almighty. God Almighty judges our hearts as well as our deeds, for it is in the heart where our real allegiance lies. A true Christian ought to be just as concerned about his or her attitudes, which people don’t see, as his or her actions, which are seen by all.

Jesus as the authoritative interpreter of the Law, the one who can bring to light its most profound aspects, says that his listeners needed a different kind of deeds altogether, that is, out of love, not just a more intense version of the Pharisees’ goodness which was mere legal compliance. Our deed of faith as Christians must come from what God Almighty does in us, not what we can do by ourselves; be God Almighty centered, not self-centered; be based on reverence for God Almighty, not approval from people, and go beyond keeping the Law to living by the principles behind it.

21-26. These verses as the second part of the sermon are about murder and anger which contrasts the scribes’ ideal of holiness based on the literal reading of Scripture and Jesus' teaching. This contrast is carried out using six antitheses in which the words of the Old Testament “You have heard” are placed beside the sayings of Jesus “But I say to you.” The antithesis illustrates how Jesus came to “fulfill” the law and the prophets by explaining the meaning of the Old Testament commandments at their deepest levels.

Here Jesus says that although killing is a terrible sin, anger is a greater sin, too, because it also violates God Almighty’s command to love. Anger, in this case, refers to a seething, brooding bitterness against someone. It is a dangerous emotion that always threatens to leap out of control, leading to violence, emotional hurt, increased mental stress, and spiritual damage. Anger keeps us from developing a spirit pleasing to God Almighty. Sometimes we pad ourselves in the back that we didn’t strike out and say what was really in our mind. My friends, self-control is a good thing, but Jesus Christ wants you to practice thought-control as well. Jesus said we will be held accountable even for our thoughts and attitudes.
Broken relationships can hinder our relationship with God Almighty. If you have a problem or grievance with a friend, a brother or sister in Jesus Christ, you should resolve the problem as soon as possible. You are a hypocrite if you claim to love God Almighty while you despise and hate others. Your attitudes toward others reflect your relationship with God Almighty (1 John 4:20).

“Agree with thy thine adversary quickly,” meaning you may not get into a disagreement that takes you to court, but even small conflicts mend more easily if you try to make peace right away. In a broader sense, we are advised here to get things right with our fellow man before we have to stand before God Almighty on Judgment Day.

27-28. Jesus defined “heart adultery” and “physical adultery.” Adultery is committed when a man looks at a woman with the intent to commit adultery. In Jesus’ time, the religious leaders taught that the overt act was adultery; but a heart filled with adulterous thoughts was still innocent. Jesus’ explanation did not change the law of God Almighty. He only stated what lay at the heart of the moral law relative to adultery even in the Old Testament and thereby condemned those whose interpretation opened the door to heart adultery. The antithesis concerning adultery demands that lust as the root cause of adultery be avoided. The mention of the lustful look in verse 28 is developed utilizing the sayings about the right eye and the right hand, being occasions of sin (Matthew 18:8-9). The salvation of the whole person is of more value than the preservation of any one part that may lead to sin. What it is that make you lose your salvation should be dealt with immediately.
31-32. The antithesis concerning divorce seems to repeal or reject the permission and procedure found in Deuteronomy 24: 1. According to Jesus Christ, divorce is not allowed; He pronounced on the indissolubility of marriage (Luke 16:18; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11; Mark 10:1-12; Matthew 19:3-12; Mark 19:1-12; Luke 18:15-17). This is His instruction, by which believers in Jesus are expected to be able to make lasting promises. Divorce is as hurtful and destructive today as in Jesus’ day. God Almighty intends marriage to be a lifetime commitment (Genesis 2:24; 1 Corinthians 7:10-11). When entering into marriage, people should never consider divorce as an option for solving problems or a way out of a relationship that seems dead. In these verses, Jesus is also attacking those who purposefully abuse the marriage contract and using divorce to satisfy their lustful desire to marry someone else. If we may ask, are your actions today helping your marriage grow stronger, or are you tearing it apart? 
In the book of Matthew’s version of Jesus teachings on divorce include some kind of exception: “unless the marriage is unlawful” (Matthew 5:19; 10:9). The Greek word is porneia which refers to some sort of sexual misconduct or irregularity, which has to do with marriages contracted within the degrees of kinship forbidden by Leviticus 18:6-18, and thus technically incestuous unions. These exceptive clauses were intended to deal with the members of the church who were already in such irregular marriages before they became Christians. Incestuous marriages were very rampant in the Greek and Roman cultures and these forbidden marriage relationships were to be terminated to stop fornication and adultery spreading in the Congregation.
Jesus said that divorce is not permissible except for fornication. This does not mean that divorce should automatically occur when a spouse commits adultery. Of course, no fornicator or adulterous person will enter into the Kingdom of God Almighty. The word translated “fornication” implies a sexually immoral lifestyle, not a confessed and repentant act of adultery. Those who discover that their spouse has been unfaithful should first attempt to forgive, reconcile, and restore the relationship. We should always look for a reason to restore the relationship rather than for excuses to leave it. 

However, if one chooses to divorce his or her spouse for whatever reason, Jesus says that whoever marries a divorced person is committing adultery. Since divorce does not end a marriage, the only time a divorced person may be permitted to marry again is only after when he or she becomes a widow or a widower following the death of his or her spouse. Therefore, all sexual relationships by a divorced person are considered fornication as long as the divorced husband or wife is still alive (Romans 7:2-3).
33-37. The antithesis regarding oaths also seems to go so far beyond the Old Testament prohibition against swearing falsely (Leviticus 19:12; Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21) as to do away with it entirely. At a time when oaths and vows were proliferating in Israel’s religion, Jesus recommends that his followers simply be honest and straightforward in the speech. No human being has control or ownership of the heavens, the earth, or Jerusalem. Only God Almighty does. We cannot even control our bodies completely. Therefore, no one has the right to make an oath based on such things as witnesses. Today we hear people swearing on their parents’ grave, that is absolute vulgarity and scornful to the commands of God Almighty not to swear by anything.

38-42. “An Eye for an Eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” God Almighty’s purpose behind this law was an expression of mercy. We believe it was given to judges and said, in effect, “Make the punishment to fit the crime.” It was not a guide for personal vengeance (Exodus 21:23-25). Again, we observe that in the fifth antithesis the Old Testament law of retaliation is also pushed to the point of abrogation. The law of retaliation “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” was intended to restrict vengeance and to keep violence within limits. Jesus urges his followers to forgo even the limited retaliation allowed by the Old Testament and thus to interrupt the whole cycle of revenge. Jesus' followers are not to adopt the attitudes and actions of their enemies, and four practical examples of non-retaliation in the face of evil are provided in verses (Matthew 5: 39-42; Luke 6:29-30).

43-48. Jesus by telling his followers not to retaliate keeps us from taking the law into our hands. By loving and praying for our enemies, we can overcome evil with good. The Pharisees interpreted Leviticus 19:18 as teaching that they should love only those who love in return, and they thought Psalm 139:19-22 and 140:9-11 meant that they should hate their enemies. But Jesus Christ says we are to love our enemies. This new demand is based, not on human nature, but one the example of God Almighty. 
It is human nature to love those who love you and greet only members of one’s own family or inner circle of friends. But God Almighty makes the sunrise on good and bad alike, and the rain falls on both the just and the unjust. When God Almighty love and care for all people are taken as the standard, the followers of Jesus cannot limit their love to their group or their nation. The followers’ perfection reflects and is measured by God Almighty’s perfection.
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Question: What is the goal of Roman Catholic Church doctrine on Salvation?

Answer:Vatican II affirms Roman Catholic Church doctrine dating back to 1302, when Pope Boniface VIII asserted that “It is absolutely necessary for the salvation of every human creature to be subject to the Roman Pontiff.”
Question:In the Bible what is the Christian Church doctrine on salvation?
Answer: If you have your Bible turn to (Acts 4:8-12; Romans 10:8-12; Matthew 28:18-20).
Question: What is the Sibylline Oracles or Scriptures of the Caesarean Rome?

Answer: The Sibylline Oracles (Latin: Oracula Sibyllina; sometimes called the pseudo-Sibylline Oracles) are a collection of oracular utterances written in Greek hexameters ascribed to the Sibyls, pagan prophets who uttered divine revelations in a frenzied state.

Question: What has the Sibylline Oracles to do with the United States of America?

Answer: The pagan scriptures of Caesarean Rome were the prophecies and ritual directions contained in the ten Sibylline gospels and Virgil’s. The Aeneid implied that every Roman’s duty was to sacrifice his or her individuality to the greater glory of Rome and Pontifex Maximus. The same scriptures were made part of the United States Constitution when the mottoes “ANNUIT COEPTIS” and “NOVUSORDO SECLORUM,” taken from the Aeneid and the Sibyllines respectively, were incorporated, by the Act of July 28, 1782, into the Great Seal of the United States.[1] This is the same seal that is on the One Dollar bill of the United States.
In other words, from July 28, 1782, it becomes the duty of every American to sacrifice his or her individuality to the greater glory of Rome and Pontifex Maximus (Pope). You noticed this has nothing to do with God Almighty and Jesus Christ. The pope and his church do not lead to Jesus Christ.
1. The book, “Rulers of Evil,” chapt. 3, page 36.
2. https://archive.org/details/F.TupperSaussyRulersOfEvilUsefulKnowledgeAboutGoverningBodies
