Sabbath Sermon of December 28, 2013.
By Rev. Dr. flint Chika, Bishop

Abraham’s Covenant Confirmed to Isaac

Genesis Chapter 26

God tried Isaac by his providence. Isaac had been trained up in a believing dependence upon the divine grant of the land of Canaan to him and his heirs; yet now there is a famine in the land. What shall he think of the promise when the Promised Land will not find him bread? Is such a grant worth accepting, upon such terms, and after so long a time? Yes, Isaac will still cleave to the covenant; and the less valuable Canaan in itself seems to be the better he is taught to value it. As a token of God’s everlasting kindness to him; and, as a type of heaven’s everlasting blessedness. The intrinsic worth of God’s promises cannot be lessened in a believer’s eye by any cross providences.  He directed him under this trial by his word. Isaac finds himself straitened by the scarcity of provisions. Somewhere he must go for supply; it should seem, he set out for Egypt, whither his father went in the like strait, but he takes Gerar in his way, full of thoughts, no doubt, which way he had best steer his course, till God graciously appeared to him, and determined him, abundantly to his satisfaction. God bade him stay where he was, and not to go down into Egypt: Sojourn in this land.

There was a famine in Jacob’s days, and God bade him go down into Egypt 
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), a famine in Isaac’s days, and God bade him not to go down, a famine in Abraham’s days, and God left him to his liberty, directing him neither way. This variety in the divine procedure, considering that Egypt was always a place of trial and exercise to God’s people provide some grounds upon the different characters of these three patriarchs. Abraham was a man of very high attainments, and intimate communion with God; and to him all places and conditions were alike. Isaac was a very good man, but not cut out for hardship; therefore he was not only forbidden by Abraham his father from going to Haran for his wife, but also by the Lord not to go to Egypt.  Jacob was inured [accustomed] to difficulties, strong and patient; and therefore he must go down into Egypt that the trial of his faith might be to praise, and honor, and glory to God Almighty. Thus God proportions his people’s trials and tests to their strength.
History tells us about the Philistians who would become one of Israel’s enemies. Philistine means “Sea people,” for they originally were sailors from the Mediterranean Sea.  These people, living along the south-west coast, were few but ferocious in battle. Although friendly to Isaac, this small group was the forerunner of the nation that would plague Israel during the time of Joshua, the judges, Saul and David. 
“She is my sister.” Says Isaac to king Abimelech’s people and his servants. Isaac does what his father had done before him. He lies about his true relationship to Rebekah to protect himself against possible enemies. This seemed to evidence his lack of faith in the protecting power of the God he professed to worship.  But it was that Isaac was afraid that the men in Gerar would kill him to get his beautiful wife, Rebekah. It was a common practice among people of those days to kill a man so as to possess his wife. So Isaac lied, claiming that Rebekah was his sister. We wonder where he learned that, Abraham no doubt must have taught him (Gen. 12:10-13). Parents help shape the world’s future by the way they shape their children’s values. The first step toward helping children live right is for the parents to live right. Your actions are often copied by those closest to you. If you are a parent, may we ask what kind of example are you setting for your children?
8-11. Isaac was sporting with Rebakah or caressing her we should say. Whatever he was doing was not normal for a brother and sister to do.  As Abimelech looked out of his window, what he saw Isaac doing with Rebekah was either incestuous, or she was his wife and he had lied to them. As in the case of Abraham, Abimelech knew that what Isaac was doing was something that belonged to a marriage relationship. Had any of his people had sexual relations with Rebekah, it would have been defiling. So he warned his people not to go near Rebekah lest the wrath of God come upon them.
12-16. The Lord blessed Isaac. Abraham distributed his wealth among all of his children before his death. Isaac received a fair share. Now God blesses him and he “sowed in that land, and received in the same year a hundredfold and waxed great.” Wealth is the gift of God; there is nothing wrong in being wealthy. Christians should earn as much as they can, save as much as they can, and give as much as they can, but they must not let their wealth control them or trust in their wealth, but in the Lord God Almighty. The major consideration about wealth for the believer is whether he or she uses it for the glory of God.
God kept his promise to bless Isaac. The neighboring Philistines grew jealous because everything Isaac did seemed to go right. So they plugged his wells and tried to get rid of him. Jealousy is a dividing force strong to tear apart the mightiest of nations or the closet of friends. It forces you to separate yourself from what you were longing for in the first place. When you find yourself becoming jealous of others, try thanking God for their good fortune. Before striking out in anger, consider what you could lose, a friend, a job, a wife or husband?
17-19. Isaac pitched his tent in the same region with Gaza on arriving Gerar in the southern end of the territory belonging to the Canaanites where he moved. Water was as precious as gold in the desolate Gerar area as it was located on the edge of a wilderness. If someone dug a well he was staking a claim to the land. Some wells had locks to keep thieves from stealing the water. To “stop” or plug up someone’s well was an act of war; it was one of the most serious crimes in the land. Isaac had every right to fight back when the Philistines ruined his wells, and yet he chose to keep peace. In the end, the Philistines respected him for his patience.
Three times Isaac had his men dug new wells. When the first two disputes arose, Isaac moved on. Finally, there was enough room for everyone. Rather than start a huge conflict, Isaac compromised for the sake of peace. Would you my friends, be willing to forsake an important position or valuables to know when to withdraw and when to stand and fight.

20-33. The names of these wells had specific meanings.  Esek or “Ezeb” meaning “The Well of Argument;” Sitnah means “The Well of Anger;” Rehoboth means “The Well of Room Enough for Us at Last.” Isaac was rewarded for his tenacity. He was guaranteed prosperity because he had an ample supply of water. Isaac moved from Gerar to Beer-sheeba, and the Lord appeared to Isaac and reconfirmed the covenant he had made with Abraham. In Isaac shall all the world be blessed and his descendants will be multiplied in number. Like his father Abraham, Isaac built an altar there to celebrate the holiness of the place associated with the appearance of his God.

With his enemies wanting to make peace, Isaac was quick to respond, turning the occasion into a celebration. We should be just as receptive to those who want to patch things up with us. When God’s influence in our lives begins to attract people, even enemies, we must take the opportunity to reach out to them with God’s love.  When Isaac’s servant found water in their new location, and came and told Isaac saying “We had found water” Isaac called it Shebeth meaning “The Well of the Oath.” Therefore, Beer-sheba, became the name of the city.
34-35. Esau the first born of Isaac and Rebekah, foolishly married two Hittite women who were outside the family of “faith” not race or skin color; in doing this “he neither desired the blessing nor dreaded the curse of God.”  This grieved his parents, particularly his father Isaac, who had married in the family as a result of Abraham’s sending his faithful servant who found Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel and the sister of Laban, to be his wife. “It would seem, the wives Esau married, Judith daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and also Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite were provoking in their conduct towards Isaac and Rebekah with whom they lived; those children have little reason to expect the blessing of God who do that which is a grief of mind to their good parents.”  We note here that the Canaanite wives Esau married were provoking to Isaac and Rebekah not because of their race or skin color, but it was their conduct as heathens that were provoking. 
If you wondered what conduct of these heathen wives of Esau was provoking if it not their race and their skin color?  As heathens they were worshippers of Baal the god of the Canaanites in which religion they practiced everything God condemned in the Bible: “There shall not be found among you any one that maketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire, or that useth divination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these things are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations the LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee (Duet. 18:10 -12.)” Child sacrifice and occult practices were strictly forbidden by God. These practices were common among heathen religions. Canaanites from among whom Esau’s wives came, actually sacrificed their children to the god Moloch. Other neighboring religions used supernatural means, such as contacting spirit world, to foretell the future and gain guidance. Because of these wicked practices, God would drive out the heathen nations. Today, God commands all people and nations to replace their evil practices with the worship of the one true God Almighty.
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