Sabbath Sermon of December 27, 2014.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Coming Apostasy: The Charge for Effective Ministering.
2Timothy Chapter 4
In the previous chapter Paul forewarned us what the last days would be, with the reasons thereof.  He prescribed various remedies against them, particularly his own example: "But thou hast fully known my doctrine, and the knowledge of the holy scriptures, which are able to make us wise unto salvation, and will be the best antidote against the corruptions of the times we live.” Here in chapter 4 Paul tells Timothy how bad others would be, and therefore how good he should be; and this use we should make of the badness of others, thereby to engage us to hold our own integrity so much the firmer. 

Because of the perilous times that are upon us, Paul charges all true ministers of the Gospel to be awed into the discharge of their duty. The work of a minister is not an indifferent thing, but absolutely necessary in every society. 
Woe is to the minister who would not preach the true Gospel of Jesus Christ! It is important for the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to preach the Gospel so that the Christian faith could spread throughout the world. Many of us believe in Jesus Christ today because people like Paul and Timothy were faithful to their mission. It is still vitally important for believers to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  No doubt, half the people who have ever lived are alive today, and most of them who may have heard of Jesus do not know him. It should be joy and not inconvenience to take a stand for Jesus and to tell others about his love. Preaching the Word of God is the most important responsibility the Congregation of Jesus Christ and its members have been given.  We are to be prepared, courageous, and sensitive to God-given opportunities to tell the Good News.
“To be instant in season, out of season” means to always be ready to preach the Gospel, whether or not it is convenient. To be ready at all times, we must first study the Word and learn our lessons well, for the timing is always right for it is by the Holy Spirit.  We are to “reprove” and to “rebuke.” It is difficult to accept correction, to be told we have to change. But no matter how much the truth hurts, we must be willing not only to listen, but to tell others why it is very beneficial to obey God. “Having itching ears” means hearing only what they want to hear. These are people who like to have their slush in their mush. 
As Paul neared the end of his life, he could definitely say he had been faithful to his call. For this reason he faced death calmly, knowing he would be rewarded by Jesus Christ who forgave him and then hired him to preach the Gospel he once despised. Christians are to live their lives as though they are preparing for their death. When we do, we would be sharing Paul’s confident expression of meeting Jesus Christ. The good news is that the heavenly reward is not just for giants of the faith, like Paul, but for all who are eagerly looking forward to Jesus’ Second Coming.  Paul said these words to encourage Timothy, and us, that no matter how difficult the fight seems, we are to keep fighting. The Christian life is a battle to be fought, a race to run, and a faith to keep

8-9. The New Testament as a whole stresses the need for eager expectancy relative to the coming of the Lord Jesus at the end of history. They should show their love for his coming by demonstrating it in their lives; look or wait for his coming; be ready for his coming; wait patiently for his coming; pray for his coming (Revelation 22:20). When Paul spoke about the crown of righteousness that is laid up for him, he did not intend in any way to compare it to the laurel wreath which is a symbol of pagan symbol fertility cult used as a symbol of triumph in ancient Rome. Paul was strictly referring to a crown of righteousness, for we must all appear before the judgment seat of Jesus Christ. While eternal life is free gift given on the basis of God’s grace, (Ephesians 2:8, 9), each of us will still be judged by Jesus Christ. He charges Timothy and all ministers as they will answer it at the great day, reminding him and us of the judgment to come, which is committed to the Lord Jesus. Jesus shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom, that is, when he appears in his kingdom. It concerns all, both ministers and people, seriously to consider the account that they must shortly give to Jesus Christ of all the trusts reposed in them. Jesus Christ shall judge the quick and the dead, that is, those that at the last day shall be found alive, and those who shall be raised to life out of the grave. The Lord Jesus Christ shall judge the quick and the dead. God hath committed all judgment unto the Son, and hath appointed him the Judge of quick and dead,  This judgment will reward us for how we have lived. God’s gracious gift of sanctification does not free us from the requirement of faithful obedience. All Christians must give account on the judgment day of how they have lived.
In verse 9 Paul sounded as if he was virtually alone and probably lonely. No one had been there at his trial to speak in his defense. Paid said no man stood with him, and one wonders why Peter could not have spoken up for Paul if he was actually the bishop of Rome as the Catholic Church would have us to believe. Demas had left the faith; only Luke had returned. Demas had been one of Paul’s coworkers (Colossians 4:14; Philemon 1:24), but he deserted Paul because he “loved this present world.” In other words, he loved worldly values and worldly pleasures.
10-12. Now, how awful that anyone should have his name written indelibly into the sacred record that he so loved this present evil work that he or she forsook the calling of God for something menial and God-denying. Demas did this, to his own everlasting shame. God loves the world as he created it and as it could be if it were rescued from evil.  For this reason, God gave his only begotten Son Jesus Christ that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life (John 3:16-19). Unfortunately, others like Demas, love the world as it is, sin and all. If you ask why didn’t The Lord keep Demas from leaving the company of the believers? Well to be brought in to sojourn with the household of God’s people is always The Lord’s doing, but to be removed from it is your own doing (Hebrew 10:26). God will never disinvite anyone, but you have the choice to disinvite yourself, thereby disqualifying yourself from being members of his Kingdom.
It takes more than words to be truly saved; for one could claim to be a Christian without being transformed. This transformation is of the mind (Romans 12:2).  In the churches we find that as others are being transformed into good and perfect will of God, so are others, most of them false preachers and deceitful workers creep in, transforming themselves or pretending to be ministers of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 11:13-15). However, if you wondered why the Lord will not drive the wicked out of his Congregation? Jesus has something to say about this in the Gospel of Matthew 13:30: “Let both the wheat and the tares grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.” We are not to love the world as it could be if justice were done, the hungry were fed, and people loved one another. You are not to love what the world has to offer: wealth, power, pleasure, even if gaining it means hurting people and neglecting the work of God has given you to do. Crescens and Titus had left, but not for the same reasons as Demas. Paul does not criticize or condemn them.
Mentioning Demas reminded Paul of more faithful coworkers such as Luke who was with him, and Paul may have appeared to be feeling lonely. Tychicus, one of his most trusted coworkers had already left for Ephesus on a mission. He missed his young helpers Timothy and Mark. Mark also called John Mark and Marcus had left Paul and Barnabas on the first missionary journey and this had greatly upset Paul (Acts 13:13; 15:36-41). But Mark later proved himself a worthy helper, and Paul recognized him as a good friend and trusted Christian leader. It was this Mark who wrote the Gospel of Mark.
The apostle mentions the Lord’s delivering him out of them all, for Timothy’s and our encouragement under sufferings. We have the practice and treatment of true Christians: they live godly in Jesus Christ—this is their practice; and they shall suffer persecution—this is the usage they must expect in this world. Paul warns Timothy of the fatal end of seducers, as a reason why he should stick closely to the truth as it is in Jesus Christ.  Paul made sure that Timothy understood that evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse in the end times as now. As good men, by the grace of God, grow better and better, so bad men, through the subtlety of Mr. Sin aka Satan and the power of their own Luciferian corruptions, will grow worse and worse. The way of sin is down-hill; for such people proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. Those who deceive others do but deceive themselves; those who draw others into error run themselves into more and more mistakes, and they will find it so at last, to their cost. Paul directs Timothy and all who would preach for Jesus Christ to keep close to a good education, and particularly to what they had learned out of the Holy Scriptures: “Continue thou in the things which thou hast learned.” It is not enough to learn that which is good, but we must continue in it, and persevere in it unto the end. Then are we Jesus Christ’s disciples indeed, (John 8:31). 

We should not be any more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, (Ephesians  4:14). Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines; for it is a good thing that the heart be established with grace, (Hebrews 13:9). And for this reason we should continue in the things we have learned from the holy scriptures; not that we ought to continue in any errors and mistakes which we may have been led into, in the time of our childhood and youth for these, upon an impartial enquiry and full conviction, we should forsake; but this makes nothing against our continuing in those things which the Holy Scriptures plainly assert, and which he that runs in the heavenly race may read. If Timothy would adhere to the truth as he had been taught it, this would arm him against the snares and insinuations of seducers. To avoid becoming a victim of the evil seductions of the end times apostasy, Timothy must continue in the things which he had learned and had been assured in the Word of God.
14-18. Paul’s arrest was probable so sudden that he was not allowed to return to gather his personal belongings. As a prisoner in a damp and chilly dungeon, Paul asked Timothy to bring him his coat. Even more than a coat, he wanted his parchments. These may have included parts of the Old Testament, the Gospels, copies of his own letters, or other important documents. Alexander the coppersmith wronged Paul (Acts 19:33, 34).  He may have been a witness against Paul at his trial. It is the same Alexander that is also mentioned in 1Timothy 1:20). The apostle guarantees that he will smart or pay for what he did; he will be rewarded “according to his works.” Therefore, let all believers live consciously in the light of this truth that their works will be judged; they will be rewarded according to what they have done.

Paul having been imprisoned and with most of his coworkers having departed, Timothy no doubt may not have been feeling very brave. Paul tells him that “The Lord would want him to preach, and he will give him the courage to do so. God would always give us the strength to do what he has commanded us to do. This strength to do what he has commanded may not be immediately evident, however, until we step out in faith and actually begin doing the task, then will the strength manifest (John 14:22-24).

It also appeared that Paul was literally “delivered out of the mouth of the lion,” this may have had to do with his first trial where he said no man stood with him. In Paul’s day, the emperor Nero often had Christians killed by throwing them to the lions in the Coliseum. Paul affirms eternal life after death. He knew the end of his physical life was near, and he was ready for it. He had no regrets, no fears, but joy that he had fulfilled his calling to bring the Gospel entrusted to him by Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.
19-20. Pricilla was the wife of Aquila. They fled from Rome when Claudius expelled the Judaeans in 52 A.D. They returned to Rome and later from Ephesus, where they were living when Paul wrote this letter to Timothy. They were true followers of Jesus Christ and personal trustworthy friends of the apostle Paul. Erastus is not identified here. The name appears in Acts 19:22 and Romans 16:23. In the letter, the person is the city treasurer who is obviously some other individual. The Erastus in the book of Acts could easily be the same person as the one spoken of in 1Timothy. For Trophimus we read more of this Gentile believer in Acts 21:29. In this letter he was probably at home being ill until his is nursed back to health.
21-22. Eubulus was a leading Church member in Rome. He sent greetings to Timothy through Paul. Nothing is known about Pudens except that he was a believer who sent greetings. Linus has been identified with one of the earliest bishops of Rome who bore the same one extra-biblical reference she is called the mother or wife of Linus, the first bishop of Rome, but today he is listed as the second Bishop of Rome by the Roman Catholic Church to make room for the story that Peter was the first Bishop of Rome, when there is no true historical or biblical evidence that Peter was ever in Rome. Click on the link to read: http://www.hsapm.org/files/Apostle_Simon_Peter_s_Tomb.doc
We saw that as Paul reached the end of his life, he could look back and know he had been faithful to God’s call. Now it was time to pass the torch to the next generation, preparing leaders to take his place so that the world would continue to hear the life-changing message of Jesus Christ. Timothy was a product of Paul’s faithful teaching, discipleship, and example. Because of Paul’s work with many believers, including Timothy, the world is full of believers today who are also carrying on the work. If we may ask, what legacy are you hoping to leave behind? Should you not be training someone today to carry on your good and faithful work? Yes train a friend, a relative, a neighbor. It is our responsibility as the saints of God and His Gospel to keep the Word of God alive for the next generation. 
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