Sabbath Sermon of December 22, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Wisdom Gives Sense to Avoid Evil Men and Adulteresses

Proverbs Chapter 2

Here Solomon says that those who are willing to be taught will obtain from God the knowledge and grace they want. Wisdom is both a God given gift and the fruit of an energetic search. Wisdom’s starting point is God and his revealed Word; the source of knowledge and understanding.  In that sense, it is his gift to us. But he gives it only to those who earnestly seek it. The pathway to wisdom is strenuous, and when we are on it, we discover that true wisdom is God’s and that we cannot create it by our own efforts. But because God’s wisdom is hidden from the rebellious and foolish, it takes effort to find it and use it. However, the attainment of this is a great advantage and will preserve those who have attained it from a variety of snares that would otherwise overtake and destroy them.  Here in this chapter we are instructed how to obtain wisdom and how to use it. 
“Thou shalt find the knowledge of God”, which is necessary to our fearing him aright. It concerns us to understand how much it is to our interest to know God, and to evidence it by agreeable affections towards him and adorations of him. We shall know how to conduct ourselves aright towards all men: "You shall understand, by the word of God, righteousness, and judgment, and equity, shall learn those principles of justice, and charity, and fair dealing, which shall guide and govern you in the whole course of your conversation, shall make you fit for every relation, every business, and faithful to every trust. It shall give you not only a right notion of justice, but a disposition to practice it, and to render to all their due; for those that do not do justly do not rightly understand it.’’

Out of his mouth God speaks by his law and his prophets and apostles. People have the written Word of the living God, and it is preached to them by God’s ministers. It is not for lack of a word from God that people are lost; it is because of the rejection of that Word. We gain wisdom through constant process of growing. First, we must trust and honor God. Second, we must realize that the Bible reveals God’s wisdom to us. Third, we must make a life-long series of right choices. Fourth, when we make sinful or mistaken choices, we must learn from our errors and recover, and not to sink deeper into error by continuing it. People don’t develop all aspects of wisdom at once. For example, some people have more insight than discretion; others have more knowledge than common sense. But we can pray for all aspects of wisdom and take the steps to develop them in our lives.

Discretion is discernment, the ability to tell right from wrong. It enables the believer to detect evil motives in people. With practice it helps us evaluate courses of action and consequences. For some it is a gift; for most it is developed by using God’s truth to make wise choices day by day. Hebrews 5:14 emphasizes that we must discipline ourselves in order to have discretion.  Whoever gives himself over to wisdom will be possessed by it. True wisdom will save a man from the strange woman (an adulteress or prostitute), whose flattery is false, whose sexual promiscuity violates her sacred marriage vows, and whose relation to God is defiled for she “forgetteth the covenant of her God” .

“A strange woman” is a seductive woman or a prostitute. Two of the most difficult sins to resist are pride and sexual immorality. Both are so seductive, that even Solomon himself could not resist the seduction of strange women who turned his heart away from God. Strange women in his life twisted his mind so well that even himself failed to adhere to his own words of wisdom. These two things come to us in our minds whispering`, “I need it,” In combination, their appeal is deadly. Infact, says Solomon, only by relying on God’s strength can we overcome them. Pride appeals to the empty head, sexual enticement to the empty heart. By looking to God, we can fill our head with his wisdom and our heart with this love. Do not let yourself be fooled, remember what God says about who you are and what you were meant to be. Ask him for strength to resist these temptations. 
None that go unto her return again, that is, “None of those who have given in to seduction will ever be the same again.” No one can do well who has not first ceased to do evil. There is a way that is good, and the good man follows the example of those who have walked in the paths of righteousness. Then his life will be an example for those who come after him.

"When wisdom has entire possession of thee, it will keep thee.” When it has an entire possession of us, that is, when it has dominion over us. When it not only fills the head with notions, but enters into the heart and has a commanding power and influence upon that,—when it is upon the throne there, and gives law to the affections and passions, when it enters into the heart as the leaven into the dough, to diffuse its relish there, and to change it into its own image—then it is likely to do us good. When we have delight in it, when knowledge becomes pleasant to the soul: "When you begin to relish it as the most agreeable entertainment, and have subjected yourself to its rules, of choice, and with satisfaction,—when you call the practice of virtue, not a boring and a task, but liberty and pleasure, and a life of serious godliness the most comfortable life a person can live in this world,—then you will find the benefit of having wisdom.’’

This discretion that will always deliver you from evil people is obtained only when wisdom has entered into your heart, and knowledge is pleasant to your soul. Understanding the Word of God shall keep you away from the way of evil people, and from those who do and speak abominable things. But when you in your heart leave the path of uprightness, to walk in the ways of the wicked and darkness, and become friends with those who rejoice to do evil, who delight in being rebellious and do wicked things, you can no longer be called a child of God. The Bible says that only those who have received the Word of God has he given the authority to be called children of God. The Word of God is his commandments, and Jesus says, “if you love me keep my commandments, but those who do not obey the Word of God are not children of God. The Fact that they do not do the will of God, is enough proof that they do not love me and my Father” (John 14:21-24).
More particularly, wisdom will preserve you from people of corrupt principles, atheistically profane people, who make it their business to debauch young people’s judgments, and instill into their minds prejudices against the Word of God and arguments for vice: “It will deliver thee from the way of the evil people, and a blessed deliverance it will be, as from the very jaws of death, from the way in which they walk, and in which they would persuade thee to walk.’’ The enemy is spoken of as one, an evil man or woman, but afterwards as many; there is a club, a gang of them, that are in confederacy against the Word of God, and have joined hand in hand for the support of the devil’s kingdom and the interests of it. They have a spirit of contradiction to that which is good: They are habitually disposed to disobedience and speaking opposition things; they say all they can against the Word of God, both to show their own enmity to it and to dissuade others from it. They are advocates for Satan; they plead for Baal, and pervert the right ways of the Lord. How peevishly will profane wits argue for sin, and with that frowardness will they find fault or complain querulously at the word of God! Wisdom will keep you either from conversing with such people or at least from being ensnared by them.
It is the wisdom which comes from the knowledge of God that will deliver from the strange woman, and from the enticement of her words that leads to destruction. Women of this kind do not seek God, but the desires of their hearts. How does one fall into the category of a “strange person?” The strange man or woman is resolute in sin. Their ways are crooked, a great many windings and turnings to escape the pursuit of their convictions and break the force of them; some sly excuse, some subtle evasion or other, their deceitful hearts furnish them with, with this they strengthen their hands in their wickedness; and in the crooked mazes of that labyrinth [intricacy] by which they secure themselves from being overtaken by God’s word and their own consciences; for they are froward and rebellious in their paths, that is, they are resolved to go on in them, whatever is said against it. Every wise man must shun the company of such as these. From women of corrupt practices. The former lead to spiritual wickednesses, the lusts of the unsanctified mind; these lead to fleshly lusts, which defile the body, that living temple, but withal war against the soul. The adulteress even though she pretends to be a Christian, is also called the strange woman, because no man that has any wisdom or goodness in him will have any acquaintance with her; she is to be shunned by every wise man as if she were a heathen, and a stranger to that sacred congregation of the Lord. A strange woman indeed! utterly estranged from all principles of reason, virtue, and honor. It is a great mercy to be delivered from the allurements of her seductive tendencies, considering, how false she is. Who will have any dealings with those that are made up of treachery? She is a strange woman; for, First, she is false to him whom she entices. She speaks fair, tells him how much she admires him above any man, and what a kindness she has for him; but she flatters with her words; she has no true affection for him, nor any desire of his welfare, any more than Delilah had of Samson’s. All she designs is to pick his pocket and gratify a base lust of her own.
Second, she is false to God himself: she forgets the covenant of her God, the marriage-covenant, to which God is not only a witness, but a party, for, he having instituted the ordinance, both sides vow to him to be true to each other “till death do us part.” It is not her husband only that she sins against, but her God, who will judge whoremongers and adulterers because they despise the oath and break the covenant, (Ezek. 17:18; Mal. 2:14).  How fatal it will prove to those that fall in league with such women. Let the sufferings of others who have fallen this trap be our warnings. Take seriously of the sin of whoredom; because of the ruin of those who are guilty of it is certain and unavoidable, if they do not repent. It is a sin that has a direct tendency to the killing of the soul, the extinguishing of all good affections and dispositions in it, and the exposing of it to the wrath and curse of God and the sword of his justice. Those that live in forbidden pleasures: by getting what they want at any cost are dead while they live. Let discretion preserve every man, not only from the evil woman, but from the evil house, for the house inclines to death; it is in the road that leads directly to eternal death; and her paths unto Rephaim—the valley of death (2Cor. 6:14).  
How fatal it will prove to those that fall in league with her? It is very rare that people who are caught in this snare of the devil recover themselves, so much is the heart hardened, and the mind blinded, by the deceitfulness of this sin. Having once lost their hold of the paths of life, they know not how to take hold of them again, but are perfectly besotted and bewitched with those base lusts. The caution against the strange woman, besides the literal sense, is also to be understood figuratively, as a caution against idolatry, which is spiritual whoredom. Wisdom will keep you from all familiarity with the worshippers of images, and all inclination to join with them, which had for many ages been of such pernicious consequence to Israel and proved so to Solomon himself. Against the debauching of the intellectual powers and faculties of the soul by the lusts and appetites of the body. Wisdom will keep you from being captivated by the carnal mind, and from subjecting the spirit to the dominion of the flesh, from that notorious strange woman which forsakes its guide, violates the covenant of our God, which inclines to death, and which, when it has got an undisturbed dominion, makes the case of the soul desperate. This wisdom will be of use to guide and direct you in that which is good. Thus for this reason Paul warns the Church in Corinth, not to be equally yoked with unbelievers; and that for the believer to avoid going into relationships with strange women, every man should have his own wife, because every sexual activity committed outside the institution of marriage ordained by God, is worship to Satan and defiles the temple of God which is in believers (1 Cor. 6:14-19; 7:1-5). 
But the reward of the wicked, who choose the way of the evil man; they shall be cut off, not only from heaven hereafter and all hopes of that, but from the earth now, on which they set their affections, and in which they lay up their treasure. They think to take root in it, but they and their families shall be rooted out of it, in judgment to them, but in mercy to the earth. There is a day coming which shall leave them neither root nor branch, Mal. 4:1 . Let that wisdom then enter into our hearts, and be pleasant to our souls, which will keep us out of a way that will end thus. 
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