Sabbath Sermon of December 1, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Who Is Your Father?
John Chapter 8

According to the account given by Apostle John here, the Pharisees were guilty of misapplying God Almighty’s Law. They brought only the woman, not the accomplice in her crime (Deuteronomy 20:10: 22:22). The Law required that both parties to adultery be stoned if guilty. The Pharisees were using the woman as a trap so they can trick Jesus, so they can accuse him of breaking the law, becausethey knew Jesus’ teaching encourages forgiveness, not stoning. So, when Jesus called for a witness to cast the first stone, the Pharisees and the woman’s accusers disappeared.
This is a significant statement about judging others. Jesus upheld the legal penalty for adultery, stoning. Jesus could not be accused of being against the Law. But by saying that only a sinless person could throw the first stone, he highlighted the importance of compassion and forgiveness. Again, the Pharisees knew their case was illegal. Perhaps one of them or several of them had used her services. When the woman was set free, Jesus told her to go and to sin no more.
The teaching in what Jesus did is to show us what our role must be when other people are caught in sin. Our role should be to show forgiveness and compassion, not to judge. We should first recognize our sinful nature, and look for ways to help others rather than hurt them. We should always cease the opportunity to show them how to live for Jesus Christ.
10-11. “Woman where are those thine accusers? Hath no man condemn thee? The woman replied, no man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, “Neither do I condemn thee: go and sin no more.”  Now, if no man condemns her, and Jesus does not condemn her, who then will condemn her assuming she sins the same sin again? (1 Corinthians 11:31; Hebrews 10:26-31). Jesus did not condemn the woman accused of adultery, but neither did he condone her sin. He told her to go and sin no more. Jesus stands ready to forgive any sin in your life, but confession and repentance means a changed heart. My friends, if you are reading this message, and you have not received Jesus in your heart, we want you to know that with God Almighty’s help you can accept Jesus Christ’s forgiveness and stop your wrongdoing.
12-23. “I am the light of the world.” Jesus was the creator of life, and his life brings light to mankind. In his light, we see ourselves as we really are, sinners in need of a Savior. When we follow Jesus, “the Light,” we can avoid walking blindly and falling into sin. He lights the path ahead of us so we can see how to live.  He will remove the darkness of sin in your life. If you will let the light of Jesus Christ to shine into your life, you will never need to stumble in darkness as those in the world do.
A worthy Christian walk is characterized by certain inward and outward qualities. Some of the inward and outward qualities are (1) purity, or walking as a child of the light (1 John 1:6, 7; 2:11); (2) sincerity, or integrity and frankness (2 Corinthians 4:2); (3) obedience to God Almighty (2 John 6); (4) walk by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7); and (5) living in the truth (3 John 3:4). The outward characteristics are (1) outward honesty (Romans 13:12, 13; 1 Thess. 4:11, 12); (2) acting carefully or prudently (Ephesians 5:15, 16); (3) walking wisely (Colossians 4:5, 6) and (4) manifesting love (Ephesians 5:2).

In the previous chapter the dispute was about the titles of “Messiah” and “the Prophet” as applicable to Jesus. In chapter 8, the chapter of our study today, the discussion would be on two different issues. (1) What is Jesus’ relationship to the Father? (2) Is it something so completely different, so unique, that God Almighty in a way that He is Father to no other human being? As we would see, this controversy ranges through the whole of the chapter. So the question we ask, “if Jesus is the unique Son of God Almighty, what do they become who refuse to believe in him? 
The Pharisees of the Jewish sect plead that Abraham is their father, that through him they are related to God Almighty. Jesus answer is that, though they are from Abraham’s stock, they actually deny their family origin by refusing to do what Abraham did, that is, believe. They turned thereby from the truth to be believed over to its opposite, a lie engineered by the devil. If actions indicate parentage, theirs show the devil as their source, their father.
24-31. Jesus asserts that he is God Almighty and that salvation depends on believing in Him. Those who do not believe in him will die in their sins. To die in one’s sins is to lose all hope of eternal life. People will die in their sins if they reject Jesus Christ, because they are rejecting the only way to be rescued from sin. Sadly, many are so taken up with the values of this world that they are blind to the priceless gift Jesus Christ offers.  My friends, by focusing on this world’s values, you will miss what is more valuable, that is, eternal life with God Almighty.
28-30. “When ye have lifted up the son of man.” They understood not that he spoke to them of the Father God Almighty, because of the power of Satan to blind the minds of those who would not believe. Though Jesus Christ spoke so plainly of God Almighty as his Father in heaven, yet they did not understand whom he meant, but thought he spoke of some father he had in Galilee. Thus the plainest things are riddles and parables to those who are resolved to hold fast their prejudices; day and night are alike to the blind. The reason why the warnings of the Word make so little impression upon the minds of sinners; it is because they do not understand whose wrath that is revealed in them. 
When Jesus Christ told them of the truth of him that sent him, as a warning to them to prepare for his judgment, which is according to truth, they slighted the warning, and because they did not understand to whose judgment it was that they made themselves obnoxious. Jesus refers them to their own convictions. Again, He finds they could not understand him, and therefore, he stops trying till further evidence should come; for they that will not see shall see (Isaiah 26:11). We observe here, what they shall before long be convinced of him as the Lord and Savior, "You shall know that I am he, that Jesus is the true Messiah.” In other words, whether you will believe and confess him or not before men, you shall be made to know it in your own consciences, the convictions of which, though you may stifle, yet you cannot baffle that I am he, not that you represent me to be, but the Lord that I preach myself to be, He that should come!’’ 
Two things they and unbelievers should be convinced of, in order to this: First, that Jesus did nothing of himself, not of himself as man, of himself alone, of himself without the Almighty Father, with whom he is one. He does not hereby derogate from his own inherent power, but only denies their charge against him as a false prophet; for of false prophets it is said that they prophesied out of their own hearts, and followed their own spirits. Secondly, that as his Father taught him so he spoke these things, that he was not self-taught, but taught of God Almighty. So, if Jesus spoke as he was taught by his Father, how were you taught and how do you speak?
The doctrine Jesus preached was the counterpart of the counsels of God Almighty, with which he was intimately acquainted. Jesus says, “I speak those things, not only which My Father taught me, but as he taught me, with the same divine power and authority.”  When they should be convinced of this: “When you have lifted up the Son of man, lifted him up upon the cross, as the brazen serpent upon the pole, as the sacrifices under the law;” for Jesus Christ is the great sacrifice, which, when they were offered, were said to be elevated, or lifted up (Psalm 141:2).
Hence the burnt-offerings, the most ancient and honorable of all, were called elevations he ascended, and in many other offerings they used the significant ceremony of heaving the sacrifice up, and moving it before the Lord; thus was Jesus Christ lifted up. The expression denotes that Jesus Christ’s death was his exaltation. For they conspired and put him to death; they thought they have forever sunk him and his mission, but it proved to be the advancement of his glorification (John 12:24). When the Son of man was crucified, the Son of man was glorified. Jesus Christ had called his dying his going away (John 14:4; 16:7); here he calls it his being lifted up; thus the death of the saints, as it is their departure out of this world, so it is their advancement to a better life in the presence of God Almighty.
31-38. All true Judaeans were children of Abraham after the flesh but not all were children of Abraham according to faith.  Jesus promises that faith in him will set them free. Some unbelieving Judaeans took exception to Jesus’ words. As they are from Abrahams’s stock they thought they were free by birthright and never were in bondage to anyone. Jesus informs them, that as sinners, they are slaves to sin. Jesus has the power to set them free from their bondage to sin, which is the worst of all bondages. Jesus points out to them that although they are descendants of Abraham, but it avails them nothing for they do not have Abraham’s faith. Abraham believed God Almighty when everything looked impossible in the natural.
39-43. “Ye would do the works of Abraham,” that is, they would claim their interest in the covenant God Almighty made with Abraham and his seed. This would entail faith and obedience, neither of which they had at this moment.  

Here, Jesus makes the astounding claim that they did not have God Almighty as their Father because they do not love Jesus himself. Whoever does not love Jesus is anathema (1 Corinthians 16:22). If you ask, “What is anathema? It means the following: an abomination, an outrage, an abhorrence, a disgrace, an evil, a bane, a bugbear, an accursed person.  The second reason they did not have God Almighty as their Father was that they did not understand Jesus’ speech, which was heavenly, divine, and intelligible to those who were familiar with the voice of God Almighty in the Old Testament. In plainest words, as unbelievers they did not speak the language of the family of God Almighty.
The religious leaders were prevented from understanding because they refused to listen to true Word of God Almighty being delivered to them. Satan used their stubbornness, pride, and prejudices to keep them from believing in Jesus Christ. The attitude and actions of these leaders clearly identified them as children of satan. They may not have been conscious of this, but their hatred of truth, their lies, and their murderous intensions indicated how much control satan had over them. They were satan’s tools in carrying out his plans just as the attitudes and actions of unbelievers today in our time. They spoke the same language of lies as in Freemasonry for obstructing God Almighty’s work (Genesis 4:8; Romans 5:12; 1 John 3:12).
44-57. The devil, or satan, is characterized as (1) a liar; (2) ”The prince of this world” (John 14:30); (3) “the god of this world” (2 Corinthians 4:4); (4) “the evil prince of the power of the air, who is at work right now in the hearts of those who are against the LORD” (Ephesians 2:3); (5) “our adversary” (Peter 5:8); and (6) “the dragon that old serpent, which is the devil, and satan” (Revelation 20:2). Everyone is either a son or daughter of God Almighty or a son or daughter of the devil. The devil is here looked upon as having his own children to whom he is father. Here Jesus tells us of the two fathers. So we ask you, my friends, which of these two is your father. Is the Father of Jesus Christ your father? If not, make no mistake about it that you have been the son or daughter of satan all along, from the time you reached the age of accountability.
Jesus asks them “Which of you convinceth me of sin?” No one could accuse Jesus of a single sin. People who hated him and wanted him dead scrutinized his behavior but could find nothing wrong. Jesus proved he was God Almighty in the flesh by his sinless life. He is the only perfect example for us to follow. He challenged his listeners to test him, and he welcomed those who wanted to question his claims and character as long as they were willing to follow through on what they discovered.
To keep Jesus’ saying means to hear his words and obey them. When Jesus says those who obey would not die, he is talking about spiritual death, not physical death. Even physical death, however, will eventually be overcome. Those who follow Jesus will be raised to live eternally with him in the presence of the Father.

The promise God Almighty made to Abraham that through him all nations would be blessed (Genesis 12:1; 14:1-21) was fulfilled in the Jesus Christ. Abraham had been able to see this through the eyes of faith because he believed God Almighty. Jesus Christ is a descendant of Abraham, blessed all people through his death, resurrection, and offer of salvation.
58-59. “Before Abraham was, I am.” This is one of Jesus’ own statements about his eternal existence. We observe that the immediate and negative response of the Pharisees’ listeners makes clear that such a statement presumed the uniqueness of his person. They were not ready to accept what he said, for to do so meant they would have to worship him. Not only did Jesus say he existed before Abraham; he also applied God Almighty’s name “I AM” (Exodus 3:14;) to himself. This claim demands a response. It cannot be ignored. The Judaean religious leaders tried to stone him for blasphemy because he claimed equality with God Almighty. But Jesus is equal with God Almighty because he is from everlasting as God Almighty says he is (Micah 5:2; Zechariah 13:7).
In the Arian controversy before the Babylonian Council of Nicaea (AD 325). Arius in his Babylonian doctrine presentation claimed that Jesus was a created being, and that there was a time when he did not exit.  What the Bible says about Jesus proves Arius’ teaching to be false.  Scripture teaches that Jesus is the eternally preexistent one. Other verses confirm the eternity of Jesus: Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1; Micah 5:2; Exodus 23:20. Arius could teach that false doctrine to his Catholic audience, because Catholicism does not allow its adherents the liberty to read the true Bible for themselves. 
Whatever Catholics are permitted to read must be watered down and read to them in a way to keep them asleep from recognizing what God Almighty has done for them through Jesus Christ. Just as the religious sect of Israel who well understood what Jesus was claiming, and did not believe, so are the leaders of the fake religions led by the Vatican. They call him son of Joseph and charge him with blasphemy. How ironic that they were in Jesus’ day, and in our day really the blasphemers, cursing and attacking the very God Almighty they claim to serve.
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