Sabbath Sermon of December 17, 2016

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Be Faithful Unto Death for a Crown of Life
Revelation Chapter 2:1-10.
Quick historical facts about Ephesus are that it was one of strategic centers of the Roman world. A church was established there. The city was in a sate of decline for some centuries. It had once been a seaport, but silt from the river around which the city was built eventually left Ephesus seven miles from the sea. Ephesus was already a pagan city before the true Church of Jesus Christ was established there. 
The pagan temple in Ephesus was said to have been four times the size of Athens’ temple known as Parthenon [a Doric temple of Athena built on the acropolis at Athens in the fifth century b.c.].  The pagan temple was supposedly one of the wonders of the pagan world. The Council of Ephesus convened in that city in A.D 431, a council of Catholic Bishops by Emperor Theodosius II. It was an effort to attain ecumenical consensus in confirmation of the original Nicene Creed, and condemn the teachings of Nestorius the patriarch of Constantinople that the Virgin Mary may be called Christotokos “Birth Giver of Jesus Christ” but not Theotokos “Birth Giver of God,” or “Mother of God.” The Roman heathen church preferred Mary to be called “Mother of God” because of their evil pagan esoteric doctrines they believe that Mary predated God Almighty as His mother.
The pagan temple in Ephesus was destroyed when the Goths sacked or invaded Ephesus in A.D 263. The Goths were an East Germanic people, two of whose branches, the Visigoths and the Ostrogoths, played an important role in the fall of the Western Roman Empire and the emergence of Medieval Europe. 
The Nicolatians as they were known in John’s time, but in our time as Freemasons; a heretical group who worshipped Lucifer as god. [1] These were tolerated by the Church of Pergamum, but rejected by the Church at Ephesus. They were antinomians who made license out of liberty. An antinomian is one who holds that under the gospel dispensation of grace the moral law is of no use or obligation because faith alone is necessary to salvation; hence the one rejects a biblically and socially established morality. 

The church in Ephesus rejected and persevered against the false teachings of the Nicolatians and of so many antichrists in that city. But the church at the time this revelation was given to John had backslidden from the works due to the activities of the infiltrators and false teachers, and had abandoned her first love for the things of God. Either because of fear of persecution or other, they neither did the works, nor confessed openly their faith in Jesus Christ. Here the Lord admonished and encouraged them to repent from where they had fallen, and to do the works they used to do; else he will remove their candlestick which is the Holy Spirit from their midst.
The spirit of the antichrist is usually evident in spoken words. When a person is under the oppression of this spirit, not being aware that he or she is under attack, this person will apply reason than faith in what they do and think while he or she claims to be a Christian. Through those spoken words we can know what spirit that is operating in a person. Also, it is through the confession of the mouth can we know who has the mind of Jesus Christ. 
Reason sometimes tends to distort the teachings of the Word of God. Although we need to reason with people in the Word of God for them to believe, but God’s Word and his revelations should always be the foundation of the Christian faith and why we believed. An example of the Christian faith is that God Almighty said, “A virgin shall conceive by the power of the Holy Spirit, and shall bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel” (Isaiah 7:14; 9:6). But reason alone which is what the pagan religious world is based on will tell you that this is impossible for a virgin to conceive and bear a child without knowing a man. The world pagan religious organizations say God has no Son and cannot have a Son because he has no wife. God Almighty did not have a wife when he created Adam and his wife Eve. Now God must need show the pagan world his wife and obtain their permission before he can have a Son.  Hence, the religions of the world reject Jesus Christ as the Son of God Almighty.
Reason alone instead of faith in God Almighty will make a person to believe that science or any opposing force can alter God’s revelations like the one we are studying today. A reasoning person without a clear understanding of who God Almighty is, might be tempted to believe that the revelations of Jesus Christ to John was probably altered scientifically, for example, through the application of scalar wave directed at John to bring about the messages he was commanded to write in his book, purposefully, to deceive the true Church of Jesus Christ. In other words, that Jesus Christ may not have been the person who gave John the messages he was commanded to send to the Churches, but that it was an enemy who scientifically revealed to John the plan of God Almighty to destroy the enemy’s own plans against the children of God. I do not know if this makes sense to you. But my friends, if you are reading this message today, what makes sense is that God has revealed to his true Church how he will save his people and destroy the enemy. The enemies of God Almighty and his people are free to read of these promises in the book of revelation, and should choose to repent and be saved as well.
This line of thought in relation to belief in God that there is a force that can alter God Almighty’s revelation or that God has no control on what goes on in the world is known as Deism. It is a movement or system of thought advocating natural or heathen religion, emphasizing its own morality, and denying the interference of the Creator with the laws of the universe (2 Timothy 3:5). Therefore, deist is a person whose belief in God is based on natural religion and reason rather than revelation from God Almighty. The word originated in England in the early 17th century as a rejection of orthodox Christianity. Deists asserted that reason could find evidence of God in nature and that God had created the world and then left it to operate under the natural laws devised by God. By the late 18th century, deism was the dominant religious attitude among Europe’s educated classes; it was accepted and practiced by many upper-class Americans of the same era and even more today, including the first three United States presidents who were also Freemasons: Washington, Adam and Jefferson. Therefore, it is in order to say that deism is one of the religious beliefs of Freemasonry.
Now, who does Jesus say he is, and his promises? When speaking to the Church in Ephesus, He said, “I am he that holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks; to he or she that overcomes the world will I give to eat of the tree of life which is in the midst of the paradise of God” (Rev. 2:7). To the Church in Smyrna, he said, “I am the first and the last, which was dead, and is alive; to he or she that overcomes shall not be hurt of the second death” (Rev. 2:11). To the Church in Pergamos, he said, “I am he who has the sharp sword with two edges; to he or she that overcomes will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him or her, a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no one knows saving he that receives it” (Rev. 2:17). 
To the Church in Thyatira, he said, “I am the Son of God, who has his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet as like fine brass; to he or she that overcomes the world, and keeps my works unto the end, will I give power over the nations. And he or she shall rule them with the rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers; even as I received of my Father. I will give him or her the morning star” (Rev. 2:26-28). 
To the Church in Sardis, he said, “I am he who has the seven Spirits of God, and the seven stars; he or she that overcomes the world, I will not blot his or her name out of the book of life, but I will confess his or her name before my Father, and before his angels” (Rev. 3:5).  To the Church in Philadelphia, he said, “Behold I come quickly; hold that fast which you have, that no one take your crown. I am he that is holy, he that is true, he that has the key of David, he that opens and no man shuts, and shuts, and no man opens; to he or she that overcomes the world I will make him or her a pillar in the temple of my God, and he or she shall go no more out; and I will write upon him or her the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from my God; and I will write upon him or her my new name.” To the Church in Laodicea, he said, “I am Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God; to he or she that overcomes, I will grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame the world, and am set down with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 3:12). 
Now a person with this much authority and all these powers as we have shown above from the Bible, tell me who you think is able to override his revelations, and alter them scientifically for their own purposes without this knowledge. The devil always will work through the mind of a doubting skeptic, not through the mind that belongs to Jesus Christ. We as Christians must always trust the Lord’s Word and the words of his revelations by his true prophets. A true Christian walks by faith and not by sight.
If you ask, “How do we know a true prophet of God Almighty? If someone who claims to be a prophet gives you a sign or wonder, and the sign or wonder come to pass; and later he or she tells you to worship other gods which is not God Almighty, that is a false prophet. A true prophet of God will always direct you to worship only one God, and that is the Almighty God and his Son Jesus Christ. The saying that there are many ways to God Almighty is a lie from hell. The only way to God Almighty as he has established it, is only through Jesus Christ. Not through Mary also known as Semiramis or through Satan’s demon spirits the new agers call ascended masters.
What does this mean, that even when what the false prophet said happens or come to pass? This means that Satan is quite likely to send you wrong signals by the mouths of those you love the most in this life. Satan tempted Adam by his wife, Eve, Jesus Christ was tempted by his dear friend and disciple Peter. The key to understanding the command is to test whatever you are told with the Word of God Almighty in the Bible; the fruit of the prophet, and the commandment of God not to worship other gods. No matter how much you love anyone or respect them, if that person tries to seduce you on behalf of anything or anyone away from the true God Almighty and his Son Jesus Christ, he or she is to be resisted even if it means martyrdom for the true Christian (Deuteronomy 13:1-8).

Jesus says, “I come quickly, and if you choose to continue your argument and your rejection of me and my revelation, you may continue to be a skeptic and or deist; he or she that is unjust and wishes to remain so, may continue to do so, he or she that is filthy, and does not want to repent and clean up, may continue to be filthy; he or she who chooses to be righteous, may continue to be righteous; he or she who is holy, may continue to be holy. But every one should know that I come quickly, and my reward is with me to give everyone according as his or her work shall be.”
“I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. Blessed are they that do my commandments, for they will have the right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the City of the Almighty God. However, outside the gates will be dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loves and makes a lie;” these shall be prey for Satan also known as Lucifer and his demon spirits to play with forever. He or she who has ear, let him or her hear,” says the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 22:11-16). 
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