Sabbath Sermon of December 15, 2018.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Man Who Was Born Blind
John Chapter 9
The common opinion of Judaeans, which was shared by many cultures including the disciples of Jesus, was that calamity and perhaps suffering was a result of the original sin or some great sin. But Jesus used this man’s suffering to teach about faith and to glorify God Almighty. Again, since this man was blind from birth it was obvious that his own sin had not been the cause of the “punishment.” So the question was whether his blindness was a punishment for his parents’ sins. Jesus answered “Neither he nor his parents sinned,” that is, neither was it due to the blind man’s or his parents' sin. But it is so that the works of God Almighty might be made visible through him.” In other words, that sickness is not always the result of the original sin or sin itself. The man was born blind so that God Almighty’s power might be demonstrated through the healing. Meaning that before the beginning this man was positioned to be born blind so that the power of God Almighty might be made known on earth to all, just as every one of us has been positioned in our place today as elects of God Almighty (1 Corinthians 2:7; Ephesians 1:5:11).
          Unfortunately, we live in a fallen world where good behavior is not always rewarded and bad behavior not always punished. Therefore, innocent people sometimes suffer. If you have ever wondered why God Almighty does not completely take away suffering, well if He took suffering away whenever we ask him, we would probably follow him for comfort and convenience, not out of love and devotion. My friends, regardless of the reasons for your suffering, Jesus has the power to help you deal with it. So whenever you suffer from disease, tragedy, or handicap, you should try not to ask “Why did God Almighty allow this to happen to me? Or “What did I do wrong to deserve this or that, rather you should ask God Almighty to give you the strength for the trial and offer you a clearer perspective on what is happening.
The chapter apparently is undoubtedly the most dramatic of John’s Gospel, and we would endeavor to demonstrate this to an extent by laying it out, word for word from the text. There are about six logical successive scenes to this story by Apostle John. Scene 1. The disciples’ asked of Jesus if it was due to the original sin or his parents' sin that the man was blind from birth. Jesus said, “Neither he nor his parents sinned: that is, it was not due to his sin or of his parents; it is so that the works of God Almighty might be made visible through him. Scene 2. ”Now his neighbors and those who had seen him earlier as a beggar said, “Isn’t this the one who used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is,” others said, “No, he just looks like him.” But the blind man said, “I am.” So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?” The blind man replied,” The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and told me. “Go to Siloam and wash.” So I went there and washed and was able to see.” They said to him, “Where is he?” The blind man said, “I do not know.”
Scene 3. They brought the one who was once blind to the Pharisees. During questioning the man confessed to Jesus being a prophet.  Scene 4. The Pharisees did not believe he had been blind and gained his sight until they summoned his parents. His parent did not acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, so as not to be expelled from the synagogue.  Scene 5. The Pharisees ridiculed the man by calling him Jesus’ disciple, and they as Moses’ and they ended up throwing him out of the synagogue. Scene 6. Jesus heard that they threw him out, he looked for him and found him; Jesus asked him if he believes in the Son of Man?” Jesus told him that He is the Messiah, and he worshipped him.
16-21. “How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles?” This excellent question produced a division of the house. Miracles did not move those who were steeped in their unbelief. The blind man’s eyes were opened by Jesus, but their blind eyes were darkened and they refused the remedy by which they, too, could see spiritually. We can be certain that John is writing of the physical cure in such a way that it reflects and calls to mind the cure of spiritual blindness, from birth, granted to those who wash obediently in the pool that is truly Jesus, the “sent one.”
This passage of the Scripture is rich in irony, another dramatic touch. The reality of things is just the opposite of what it seems. Those who are sure they can see are, in truth, blind, and are so by their own choosing. He or she who starts out blind takes a risk at Jesus’ invitation and ends up seeing. He or she passes from blindness to sight to insight. Jesus is indeed the Light of the World. The sad thing to this man’s cure of both blindness and ignorance are the neighbors, who remain in ignorance; the parents, who refused to take a risk at Jesus: “He is of age question him”; the Pharisees, who could not make up their collective minds; and the authorities and Pharisees, who refuse to believe what their eyes see. No one is as blind as the person who refuses to see: If you were blind, you would have no sin; but now you are saying, “We see,’ so your sin remains.
While the Pharisees questioned and debated about Jesus, people were being healed and lives were being changed. Their skepticism was based not on sufficient evidence, but on jealousy of Jesus’ popularity. The Sabbath which God Almighty made for all people to observe is the weekly holy day of rest. The Pharisees had made a long list of specific do’s and don’ts regarding the Sabbath. On their list, kneading the clay and healing the man were considered work and therefore was forbidden. We believe that Jesus may have made the clay in order to emphasize his teaching about the Sabbath that it is right to care for others needs even if it involves working on a day of rest.
22-33. On account of the Pharisees’ views on Jesus, it was quite proper for them not to fellowship with anyone who professed faith in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. Such persons were considered apostates. The Pharisees did not think him to be the Messiah for two reasons: (1) his teaching was contrary to their traditions; (2) they expected the Messiah to come in pomp and splendor; since Jesus came in lowliness and humility, they felt he could not be the true Messiah but an impostor. On the basis, if his miraculous deeds, however, they should have discarded their false views and received him as the Messiah.
The revealing element in verse 22 that “if anyone acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah, he or she would be expelled from the synagogue.” Of course, the cured man was thrown out, because he was not afraid, to tell the truth. Such excommunication from the synagogue because of belief in Jesus was not a feature of Jesus’ lifetime, nor is even of Paul, whose final trip to Jerusalem found him worshipping in the temple. (Acts 21:26). But the relationship between Judaean Christians and the synagogue soured over the decades, and especially with the increasing Christians insight that Jesus was truly God Almighty, truly the I AM. Eventually, the synagogue prayer was enlarged to include a curse of such heretics as the Christians. 
No Judaean Christian could, of course, share such a prayer, and that resulted effectively in the excommunication of Judaean Christians. Again, this curse of such heretics was again introduced in 325 A.D by the Catholic Church founded in Rome by Simon Megas, to offer prayer to Isis the mother and wife of Nimrod Catholicized as Mary as the savior, not to Jesus Christ. This was done purposefully, to force the true Christians today known as the Protestants to leave, knowing that no true Christian could share such a prayer to Mary. Thereafter, an ecclesiastical tribunal was established by Pope Gregory IX c. 1232 for the suppression of heresy, that is, to believe that Jesus is the Messiah is heresy. In 1542 the papal Inquisition was re-established to combat Protestantism, eventually becoming an organ of papal government to this day.
34-37. “Thou was altogether born in sin.” The man who was healed of his blindness is now cast out of the synagogue. Good people may well be denied the comfort of the fake Mega churches then and even now in our time. It is better to be cast out of the fellowship than to remain and surrender true convictions. What this man suffered is much the same as that suffered by the disciples of Jesus at the beginning of the true Congregation of Jesus Christ age.
38-41. “He worshipped him.” It would have been blasphemous for Jesus to accept this worship, which belongs to only to God Almighty if indeed he was not God Almighty. But the Scripture tells the story of Jesus Christ as being equal with God Almighty. In this study, we noted four different reactions to Jesus. The neighbors revealed surprise and skepticism; the Pharisees showed disbelief and prejudice; the parents believed but kept quiet for fear of excommunication, and the healed man showed consistent growing faith.
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