Sabbath Sermon of December 15, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus Public Ministry: The Seven Signs

John Chapter 2

Jesus was on a mission to save the world, the greatest mission in the history of mankind. Yet he took time to attend a wedding and take part in its festivals. Mary the mother of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples were also invited. We may be tempted to think we should not take time out from our “important” work for social occasions. But may be these social occasions are part of our mission. Jesus valued these wedding ceremonies because they involved people, and Jesus came to be with people. Our mission can often be accomplished in joyous times of celebration with others. We are to bring balance to our lives by bringing Jesus into times of pleasure as well as times of work.
Wedding in Jesus’ day were week-long ceremonies. Banquets were prepared for many guests, and the week was spent celebrating the new life of the married couple. Often the whole town was invited, and everybody came; it was considered an insult to refuse an invitation to wedding. To accommodate many people, careful planning was needed. To run out of wine was more than embarrassing; it broke the strong unwritten laws of hospitality. Jesus was about to respond to a heartfelt need.

Although Mary was probably not asking Jesus to do a miracle; she simply hoped her son would help solve this major problem and find some wine. It could be that as tradition has it that Joseph was dead, so she probably was used to asking for her son’s help in difficult situations. Here Jesus addresses his mother as woman, “What have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come,” which is difficult to understand; or it could be that as man Jesus was close to his mother, as God, he was distant from her. He was both her son and her Savior. She had to learn from the beginning of his public ministry that her son had begun his office as Messiah. 
The greatest advancements must not make us forget ourselves and our place, nor the familiarity to which the covenant of grace admits us breed contempt, irreverence, or any kind or degree of presumption. Secondly, it was an instruction to others of his relations (many of whom were present here) that they must never expect him to have any regard to his kindred according to the flesh, in his working miracles, or that therein he should gratify them, who in this matter were no more to him than other people. In the things of God we must not know faces. Thirdly, it is a standing testimony against that idolatry which he foresaw his church would in after-ages sink into, in giving undue honors to the virgin Mary, a crime which the Roman catholics, as they call themselves, are notoriously guilty of, when they call her the queen of heaven, the salvation of the world, their mediatrix, their life and hope; not only depending upon her merit and intercession, but beseeching her to command her Son to do them good: Monstra te esse matrem—Show that thou art his mother. Jussu matris impera salvatori—Lay thy maternal commands on the Savior. Does he not here expressly say, when a miracle was to be wrought, even in the days of his humiliation, and his mother did but tacitly hint an intercession, “Woman, what have I to do with thee?” This was plainly designed either to prevent or aggravate such gross idolatry, such horrid blasphemy. The Son of God is appointed our Advocate with the Father; but the mother of our Lord was never designed to be our advocate with the Son. The reason of this rebuke: “Mine hour is not yet come.” For every thing Christ did, and that was done to him, he had his hour, the fixed time and the fittest time, which was punctually observed. She took the reproof very submissively, and did not reply to it. It is best not to deserve reproof from Christ, but next best to be meek and quiet under it, and to count it a kindness, (Ps. 141:5). She kept her hope in Christ’s mercy, that he would yet grant her desire. Yet Jesus never forgot his mother, as the tender scene at Calvary indicates. He gave her over to his disciple to care for her after his departure from this world. It is John who records both these incidents (John 19:26). Mary did not understand what Jesus was going to do, she trusted him to do the right thing. Those who believe in Jesus but run into situations they cannot understand must continue to trust that he will work in the best way. 
Mary submitted to Jesus’ way of doing things. She recognized that Jesus was more than her human son—he was the Son of God. When we bring our problems to Jesus Christ, we may think we know how he should take care of them. But he may have a completely different plan. Like Mary, we should submit and allow him to deal with the problem as he sees best. People look everywhere but to God for excitement and meaning. They somehow expect God to be dull and lifeless. Just as the wine Jesus made was the best, so life in him is better than life on our own. When we worship Christ, we worship him to whom the patriarchs gave honor as the Creator of the world, and on whom all creatures depend. This shows how well qualified he was for the work of our redemption and salvation. Help was laid upon one that was mighty indeed; for it was laid upon him that made all things; and he is appointed the author of our bliss who was the author of our being. The original of life and light that is in him. Why wait until everything else runs out before trying God? Why save the best until last. 
Christ does great things and marvellous without noise, works manifest changes in a hidden way. Sometimes Christ, in working miracles, used words and signs, but it was for their sakes that stood by, (Luke 11:42).  Without any hesitation or uncertainty in his own breast. He did not say, Draw out now, and let me taste it, questioning whether the thing were done as he willed it or no; but with the greatest assurance imaginable, though it was his first miracle, he recommends it to the master of the feast first. As he knew what he would do, so he knew what he could do, and made no essay in his work; but all was good, very good, even in the beginning. Our Lord Jesus directed the servants. To draw it out; not to let it alone in the vessel, to be admired, but to draw it out, to be drank. Jesus Christ’s works are all for use; he gives no man a talent to be buried, but to be traded with. Has he turned thy water into wine, given thee knowledge and grace? It is to profit withal; and therefore draw out now.  Those that would know Jesus Christ must make trial of him or her, must attend upon him in the use of ordinary means, and then may expect extraordinary influence. That which is laid up for all that fear God is wrought for those that trust in him (Ps. 31:19 ), that by the exercise of faith draw out what is laid up.
11. Miracles, or “signs.” In several passages of John’s Gospel, Jesus Christ’s miracles are described. These miracles were not only intended to help people, they were intended to bring men to salvation. These miracles are recorded so that you will believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that believing in him you will have life (John 20:30,31). Jesus’ miracles were unique in that he performed them by virtue of his inherent power, all other miracles by God were made possible by delegated power as stated in Acts 19:11; “God gave Paul the power to do unusual miracles. When the disciples saw Jesus’ miracle they believed. The miracle showed his power over nature and revealed the way he would go about his ministry—helping others, speaking with authority, and being in personal touch with people.
Miracles are not merely superhuman happenings, but happenings that demonstrate God’s power. Every miracle Jesus did was a renewal of fallen creation—restoring sight, making the lame walk, even restoring life to the dead. We are to believe in him not because he is a superman but because he is God restoring his creation destroyed by sin, even in those of us who are poor, weak, crippled, orphaned, blind, lame, or with some other desperate need for re-creation.
12-15. Capernaum became Jesus’ home base during his ministry in Galilee. Located on a major trade route, it was an important city in the region, with a Roman garrison and a custom. It was in Capernaum that Matthew the tax collector was called to be a disciple (Matt. 9:9). Although Jesus made this city his base of operations in Galilee, he condemned it for the people’s unbelief
The Passover celebration took place at the Temple in Jerusalem. Every Jewish male was expected to make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem during this time (Deut. 16:16). This was a week-long celebration, the Passover was one day, and the Feast of Unleavened Bread lasted the rest of the Week. The entire week commemorated the freeing of the Jews from slavery in Egypt (Ex. 12:1-13).  John stresses the deity of Jesus Christ. He gives us seven miracles that serve as signs that Jesus is the Messiah. In this section he records Jesus describing himself as the bread of life, the water of life, the light of the world, the door, and the good shepherd. John provides teachings of Jesus found nowhere else. This is considered the most theological of the four Gospels.
And Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and found the temple turned into a marketplace by the merchants. The Temple area was always crowded during Passover with thousands of out-of-town visitors. The religious leaders crowded it even further by allowing money changers and merchants to set up booths in the Court of the Gentiles. They rationalized this practice as a convenience for the worshippers and as a way to make money for Temple up keeping. But the religious leaders did not seem to care that the Court of the Gentiles was so full of merchants that foreigners found it difficult to worship. And worship was the main purpose for visiting the Temple. No wonder Jesus was angry!
16-20. Hundreds of thousands of dispersed Jews came to Jerusalem for Passover. They came from afar and could not bring animals for sacrifice. They bought different kinds of currency, which had to be exchanged and then used them for the purchase of animals. Thus the temple site became the haunt of money changers and animal dealers. The first three gospels speak of the second cleansing of the temple as having occurred before Jesus’ crucifixion, but here John speaks of the first cleansing of the temple.
The price for sacrificial animals was much higher in the Temple area than elsewhere. Jesus was angry at the dishonest, greedy practices of the money changers and merchants, and he particularly disliked their presence on the Temple grounds. They made a mockery of God’s house of worship. God’s house of worship was being misused by people who turned it into a marketplace. They forgot, or did not care, that God’s house is a place of worship, not a place for making a profit. Our attitude toward the church is wrong if we see it as a place for personal contacts or business advantage. Make sure you attend church to worship God.
Jesus was obviously angry at the merchants who exploited those who had come to God’s house to worship. I once heard a Rabbi describe Jesus’ action toward those merchants doing business in the house of God as violence. Well the Scripture speaks about “sparing the rod and spoiling the child” (Prov. 13:24). However, there is a difference between uncontrolled rage and righteous indignation—yet both are called anger. We must be careful how we use the powerful emotion of anger. It is right to be angry about injustice and sin; it is wrong to be angry over trivial personal offenses. 
Jesus made a whip and chased out the money changers. Does his example permit us to use violence against worshippers? Certain authority is granted to some, but not to all. Jesus had God’s authority something we cannot have. While we want to live like Jesus Christ, we should never try to claim his authority where it has not been given to us. To Jesus, the evil acts in the Temple was an insult against God, and this he did not deal with them halfheartedly. He was “eaten up” with righteous anger against such flagrant disrespect for God (Ps. 69:9). 
“What sign shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these things?”  Jesus replied “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  The Jews understood Jesus to mean the Temple out of which he had just driven the merchants and money changers. This was the Temple Zerubabel had built over 500 years earlier, but Herod the Great had begun remodeling it, making it much larger and far more beautiful. It had been 46 years since this remodeling had started (20B.C), and it still wasn’t completely finished. They understood Jesus words to mean that this imposing building could be torn down and rebuilt in three days, and they were startled.
22-25. However, Jesus was not talking about the literal Temple, but about his body. His listeners did not realize it, but Jesus was greater than the Temple (Matt. 12:6). His words would take meaning for his disciples and for the people of the earth after his resurrection. That Jesus Christ so perfectly fulfilled this prediction became the strongest proof for his claims to be God.

At the Passover, many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which he did. But Jesus did not commit himself unto them. Jesus, the Son of God, knows all about human nature. He was well aware of the truth of Jeremiah 17:9, which states, “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? Jesus was discerning and he knew that the faith of some would-be followers was superficial. Some of the same people claiming to believe in Jesus at this time would later yell “Crucify him!” It’s easy to believe when it is exciting and everyone else believes the same way. As a Christian you must keep your faith firm even when it is not popular to follow Jesus Christ.
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