                                    Sabbath Sermon of December 14, 2013

                                           By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

                                  Isaac Marries Rebekah
                                                  Genesis Chapter 23-24
The death and burial of Sarah could have been covered in a couple of verses, but God devotes the entire twenty-third chapter of Genesis to it because it is such an outstanding act of faith. She is the only woman whose age is recorded in Scripture as being 127 years old at the time of her death. The distinction being probably due to her position towards believers, as stated in 1 Peter 3 verses 5, 6: “Even Sarah obeyed Abraham calling him lord: whose daughters you are, as long as you do well, and are not afraid with amazement.” In other words, as Sara, who obeyed her husband, and followed him when he went from Ur of the Chaldeans, not knowing whither he went, and called him lord, thereby showing him reverence and acknowledging his leadership in their walk with God; and all this though she was declared a princess by God from heaven, by the change of her name, "Whose daughters you are if you imitate her in faith and good works, and do not, through fear of your husbands or anyone, either quit the truth you profess or neglect your duty to them, but readily perform it, without either fear or force, out of conscience towards God and sense of duty to them.’’
 The Christian woman ought to be like the holy women of old, who trusted in God. "You can pretend nothing of excuse from the weakness of your gender, but what they might. These holy women lived in old time, and had less knowledge to inform them and fewer examples to encourage them; yet in all ages they practiced this duty; they were holy women, and therefore their example is obligatory; they trusted in God, and yet did not neglect their duty to their husbands: the duties imposed upon you, of a quiet spirit and of subjection to your own husbands, are not new, but what have ever been practiced by the greatest and best women in the world.’’
We must all learn, that God takes exact notice, and keeps an exact record, of the actions of all men and women in the world. The greatest honor of any man or woman lies in a humble and faithful deportment of themselves in the relation or condition in which Providence has placed them. God takes notice of the good that is in his servants, to their honor and benefit, but covers a multitude of failings; Sara’s short-comings and derision are overlooked, when her virtues are celebrated. Christians ought to do their duty to one another, not out of fear, nor from force, but from a willing mind, and in obedience to the command of God. Wives as Sarah did, should choose to subject themselves to their husbands, not from dread and amazement, but from a desire to do well and to please God. 
It is a common event, the burial of a loved one; but the greatest faith is often displayed in the ordinary events of life. In faith Abraham wanted his wife’s remains to rest in the land that had been promised to him and to his descendants after him. The presence of Sarah’s tomb in the land was a silent witness to later generations that Abraham indeed believed in God and was sure of the validity of the promise God had made to him.  The subjoining of Isaac’s marriage to Sarah’s funeral with a particular reference to it, shows us that as "one generation passes away another generation comes;’’ and thus the entail both of the human nature, and of the covenant, is preserved. 
Abraham’s faith is reflected in another common event, the marriage of his son. Sarah had died, and no more progeny would come from her; Isaac was at the time thirty-seven years old, Abraham was 140 years old and once more resident in Hebron. Three years after the death of Sarah Abraham resolved to fill the gap in his own family and in the heart of Isaac, by seeking a wife for his son. His eldest servant, who undoubtedly was Eliezer for in Genesis 15 verse 2, Abraham speaks of him as of Damascus and being his heir if he had no seed. 
“Daughters of Canaanites,” they were unbelievers. Abraham saw that the Canaanites were degenerating into great wickedness, and knew by revelation that they were designed for ruin, and therefore he would not marry his son among them, lest they should be either a snare to his soul, or at least a blot to his name.  Parents in disposing of their children, should carefully consult the welfare of their souls, and their furtherance in the way to heaven. Those who through grace have escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust, and have brought up their children accordingly, should take heed of doing anything by which they may be again entangled therein and overcome, (2 Peter 2 verse 20).  
Eliezer said to Abraham, “peradventure the woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land, must I needs bring thy son again unto the land from whence thou camest” Abraham warned, “beware that you bring not my son thither again, (Hebrews 11:15). The charge he gave to the good servant, Eliezer of Damascus, one of whose conduct, fidelity, and affection to him and his family, he had had long experience. He trusted him with this great affair, and not Isaac himself, because he would not have Isaac go at all into that country, but marry there by proxy; and no proxy so fit as this steward of his house. This matter is settled between the master and the servant with a great deal of care and solemnity. 
At any rate Abraham wanted Isaac to marry within his kindred, a common and acceptable practice at this time that had the added advantage of avoiding intermarriage with heathen neighbors. A son’s wife was usually chosen by the parents. It was common for a woman to be married in her early teens, although Rebekah was probably older. The New Testament contains similar injunctions: ‘Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthian 6 verse 14). 
Abraham sent his servant because of his advanced age and because of the custom of the day (Genesis 23 verse 8). Abraham did not want his son to marry an unbelieving Hamitic Canaanite.  Abraham forbade his servant to take Isaac back to the land from which he had come. He believed the covenant promise of God that Canaan was to be his offspring’s residence in perpetuity. Isaac must remain in Canaan to await the fulfillment of the promise.

 “He shall send his angel before thee.” Abraham herein expressed his confidence that God would guide his servant and prosper his journey. He knew about angels and understood their working. This confidence was fulfilled, for God worked out every detail in the selection of Rebekah. Eliezer put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master and swore to him, “so the servant vowed.” Putting a hand under the thigh was an ancient custom of sign validating one’s pledge. Eliezer took ten camels and he departed and went to Mesopotamia to the city of Nahor a town near Haran. Isaac being a type of Jesus Christ, we may say that this fetching of a wife for him to signify the espousing of the church by the agency of his servants the ministers. The church is the bride, the Lamb’s wife, (Revelation 21 verse 9). Jesus Christ is the bridegroom, and ministers are the friends of the bridegroom (John 3 verse 29), whose work it is to persuade souls to consent to him, (2nd Corinthians 11 verse 2). The spouse of Jesus Christ must not be of the Canaanites, but of his own kindred, born again from above. Ministers, like Abraham’s servant, must lay out themselves with the utmost wisdom and care to serve their master’s interest here and now. We observe how devoutly he acknowledged God in this affair, like one of that happy household which Abraham had commanded to keep the way of the Lord, etc., (Genesis 18 verse 19).
The well, the chief source of water for an entire village, was usually located outside the town along the main road. Many people had to walk a mile or more for their water. They could use only what they could carry home. Farmers and shepherds would come from nearby fields to draw water for their animals. The well was a good place to meet new friends or chat with old ones. Rebekah would have visited the well twice daily to draw water for her family. 
Abraham’s servant went about the whole procedure in a faith that was characteristic of his master. Obviously Eliezer had learned much about faith and about God Almighty from his master. If you are reading this message today, what are your family members, friends, and associates learning about God from watching you? We ought to be like Abraham, setting an example of dependent faith in God Almighty. And be like Eliezer asking for God’s guidance before any venture.  Eliezer prayed to the God of his master and asked him for a specific sign by which he would know the will of God in the selection of a wife for Isaac. God honored the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and the servant, by answering that prayer, and gave them Rebekah, who responded with faith like Abraham’s. God’s choice was Rebekah for Isaac and they had a happy marriage. Had Isaac married a Canaanite woman, the history of Israel might have been quite different.
Some have wondered if it was right for Eliezer to ask God for such a specific sign. No doubt the sign he requested was slightly out of the ordinary. But women in those days were probably used to offering water to weary travelers, but they would not commonly draw water for their animals. We believe Eliezer was simply asking God to show him a woman with an attitude of service, someone who would go beyond the expected. Eliezer did not ask for a woman with good looks or wealth. He knew the importance of having the right heart, and he asked God to help him with his task. But God being who he is, did not only give Eliezer a woman with the right heart, but he added beauty and purity to the gift; for we read in verse 16 that Rebekah’s appearance was prepossessing, the damsel was very fair [beautiful] to look upon, her bearing modest and becoming; a virgin, neither had any man known her.  According to the sign on which Eliezer had fixed in his own mind, he asked her for water to drink; and according to the same sign, she exceeded his request by drawing also for his camels. But even so Abraham’s servant did not yield to his first impressions; only at the literality of the answer to his prayer, “the man wondering at her, held his peace, to know whether Jehovah had made his way prosperous or not.” Before asking further who her kindred were, and seeking their hospitality, he rewarded her kindness by splendid presents. But when the answers of Rebekah showed him that Jehovah had actually led him straight “to the house of his master’s brethren,” the man, fairly overcome by his feelings turned and, “bowed his head, and worshipped Jehovah God Almighty.”
In contrast to the terms in which Laban, partially at least an idolater, addressed Abraham’s servant: “Thou blessed of the LORD,” remind us how easily the language of Abraham; in other words, religious language, is picked up by those who have really no claim to use it. Eliezer apparently was a true believer, quite like his master, who worshipped God in verse 27 as he expressed his conviction that God has led him all the way. Eternity will reveal that at this time there were others, perhaps many, who had embraced the true faith in the Almighty God. Eliezer gives a clear account of what happened when he encountered Rebekah and expresses the conviction that it was all God’s doing.  Abraham’s servant gave costly presents to Rebekah and her family. Some have said that this may have been a form of dowry certifying the integrity of Abraham, and assuring Rebekah’s family that the wedding would take place. But the Bible does not say that the gifts were dowry, therefore we may not assume what the Bible did not explain.

There is no word that Rebekah’s father was alive or involved in the marriage arrangements. Laban, her brother, plays a key role as the head of the family. Eliezer’s desire to return in haste to Abraham with the bride is decided when Rebekah says she will go immediately. This was yet another sign of how God moved in her heart to make this possible. Rebekah received her future husband with the becoming modesty of an Eastern bride, and the heart-happiness of the son of promise is secured to him in union with her whom the Lord Himself had “provided” as his wife. That she took a veil and covered herself, this was the custom in connection with marriages. Isaac had mourned the death of his mother and now is given a wife to fill the gap. We are not told in the Scripture narrative whether the marriage was a public occasion with some formal ceremony and festivals. But one thing the Bible do tell us is that Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and took Rebekah, in other words knew her, that is, they consummated their marriage,  and she became his wife, and he loved her, and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.  
If you ask, how about the wedding, isn’t that important? Well you should know that wedding ceremony is not the marriage, it is the consummation that is the marriage. This is why the Bible condemns fornication because sexual relationship is actually marriage. It is the consummation of marriage that makes Husband and wife one flesh (Genesis 2 verses 24, 25). When this is committed with someone you are not married to, it is said that you have committed fornication and it is an abomination before the Almighty God. If you ask why is sex outside marriage an abomination before the Almighty God? Sex outside marriage is an abomination before the Almighty God because of the pollution that it brings into the society. Again, it is because you are not only messing with God’s institution he established in the Garden of Eden when he officiated in the marriage between Adam and Eve, but it is that sexual relationship outside marriage is actually worship to Satan. Remember that to whatever God says no, Satan says yes, and if you do what Satan says, then you are welcome to Satan’s enclave. 
If you are not quite convinced with our answer on the subject of fornication being a form of marriage, let us ask Paul the apostle. In 1 Corinthians 6 verses 15-20, apostle Paul says that, “the body is not for fornication”, and then he asks you a question, “What know you not that he which is joined to an harlot is one body? For two, saith the Lord, “shall be one.” Paul concludes by warning all to “Flee fornication.” If you ask why must all flee fornication? Paul tells us why in verse 18 saying, “Every sin that a man or woman commits is without the body; but he or she who commits fornication sins against his or her own body.” If you insist on knowing why the sin of fornication is sin against one’s body? Paul says what? Being surprised at the question, the fact that as a Christian, you still do not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit which is in you, and that you are no longer the owner of your body; for as a born again in Jesus Christ, your body has become the dwelling place of the Almighty God (John 14 verse 23); you cannot just do what you like with it. You are to glorify God in your body and in your spirit, because both your body and the Holy Spirit in you as His child now belong to God Almighty.
My friends, if you are reading this message, I want you to know that the message and mission of God will be heard and experienced as long as the world stands. One of the primary purposes for the writing of Old Testament was to prepare the way for the coming Messiah. The life of Isaac serves to illustrate three factors that would be fulfilled by the prophesied Savior. The first was Isaac’s supernatural birth. He was conceived by an old barren woman. Jesus was conceived by a young virgin girl. The second factor was Isaac’s obedience. He agreed to be offered up by his father. Two thousand years later Jesus would demonstrate that same obedience to His Heavenly Father (John 10 verses 17-18). The third factor was Isaac’s marriage. He was content to await for the coming of his bride from foreign land, as Jesus in heaven awaits His bride, the church on earth.
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
HSAPM Radio on Shoutcast
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
Online Bible by HSAPM for Windows 8.1
Scripture reading: Genesis 15:2; 1 Cor. 6:14; Gen. 23:8; 24:27; John 10:17-18; 1 Cor. 6:115-20; John 14:23.
This is what to say to Him if you wish to return to your Father, the Almighty God:

Father God, I believe that you sent your Son, Jesus Christ to die on the cross for my sins. I believer that he died and was resurrected, and he is coming back to judge the living and the dead. Father, I regret of my sins. Please forgive me of all my sins. Come into my heart, and make me, your child. In the name of your Son, Jesus Christ.  Amen

