Sabbath Sermon of December 10, 2016

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Oneness of God, the Word and Wisdom
Proverbs Chapter 8

As the Word was from everlasting so is the wisdom of God Almighty. In this chapter wisdom which is one with the Word of God speaks as the contrast to the call of the seductress in Proverb chapter 7, and is portrayed as a woman who guides her son and makes him succeed. Wisdom was present at the creation and works with the Creator. God Almighty approves of those who listen to wisdom’s counsel. My friend wisdom should affect every aspect of your life, from beginning to end. Be sure to open all corners of your life to God Almighty’s direction and guidance.

To receive God’s guidance, we must acknowledge God in all we do. Jesus Christ emphasized this same truth (Matthew 6:33), that you seek “first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness.” This means to turn to him first for help to fill your thoughts with his desire; to take his character for your pattern, and to serve and obey him in everything. Then will all those things you need in life follow you, not you following them. 

If you ask, “How do people in the world go about getting what they want in life” People in the world have several malicious and unscrupulous ways of attaining goals in life. But the most widely practiced worldly concept on how to attain your goals in life is based on, “if you see what you want, you go and get it.” It does not matter how many laws of God you have to break to get it, just get it. “For the end shall justify the means” they say. Meaning to succeed, you must by all means do whatever it takes to follow after those things you want in life. My friends look at your values and priorities. What is important to you? Where is God on that list? What is his advice? Make him a vital part of everything you do, then he will guide you because you will be working to accomplish his purposes.

1-9. Once again we are presented with this truth that wisdom goes hand in hand with the fear of the LORD which is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise this knowledge which consists of wisdom and instruction in God Almighty’s truths (Proverbs 1:7). Here, dutiful and diligent attendance is required of all Jesus Christ’s disciples; that they must watch at the gates.  We must lay hold on all opportunities of getting knowledge and grace, and must get into it, and keep in a constant settled course of communion with God. We must be very humble in our attendance on divine instructions, and be glad of any place, even the meanest, so we may but be within a hearing distance of its instructions, as David, who would gladly be a door-keeper in the house of God than sit on his throne. We must raise our expectations of these instructions, and hearken to them with care, and patience, and perseverance. We must watch and wait, as Jesus Christ’s hearers, that wait on him to hear him. 

We must be conscientious doers of the work, for we are blessed only in our deeds of faith. It is not enough to hearken unto Wisdom’s words, but we must keep her ways. To do everything that she prescribes, keep within the hedges of her ways where we are preserved, and not transgress them by desiring those things in the world on the other side of the hedges. But to keep in the tracks of her ways, to proceed and persevere in them. Wisdom demands that we adhere to her invitation to "Hear instruction and be wise; let it be a means to make you wise in ordering your conversation.’’ Those are blessed that watch and wait at Wisdom’s gates; even their attendance there is their happiness; it is the best place for them to stay. Those are blessed that wait at the gate of wisdom, for they shall not wait for long. Let them continue to knock on the door of wisdom awhile and it shall be opened to them. For he or she that knocks, it shall be opened unto them. 
Those that love the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity shall be beloved of him with a peculiar distinguishing love: he will love them and manifest himself to them (John 14:21). They shall be happy in the success of their enquiries after him: "Those that seek me early, seek an acquaintance with me and an interest in me, seek me early, that is, seek me earnestly, seek me first before anything else, that begin at betimes in the days of their youth to seek me, they shall find what they seek.’’ Jesus Christ shall be theirs, and they shall be his. He never said, Seek in vain. Those who seek the LORD shall be happy in the wealth of the world, or in that which is infinitely better.
God has made known to all people what they need to know for salvation and the conduct of their lives. People know these things from the works of creation, the common rules of good and evil, and in the revelation of God Almighty given through Moses and the prophets (Romans 1 :18-21). Wisdom everywhere calls all people to a life of righteousness. Thus wisdom cannot be compared to wealth, it is better than all the precious jewels people can own. He or she who has this godly wisdom will walk in the way of righteousness and in the paths of justice.

10-17. Wisdom must be accepted as well as taught. It is to be preferred above silver and gold. It is better than the brightest gem. He or she who has everything else the world can offer but does not have wisdom which begins with the fear of the LORD has nothing. Sometimes those who have wisdom also have wealth. But the fruit of wisdom is righteousness which is infinitely better than silver and gold.

The more a person respects and fears God, the more he or she will hate evil. This person can smell evil from a mile no matter how it is fashioned to look appealing, he or she will run from it. Love for God Almighty and love for sin cannot coexist.  Harboring secret sins means that you are tolerating evil within yourself. Wisdom demands that you make clean break with sin and commit yourself completely to God Almighty. True faith in Jesus Christ, consisting in the fear of the Lord, which is the wisdom as recommended, teaches all people to hate all sin, as displeasing to God and destructive to the soul. 

If you ask, “Is my body different from my soul?” Yes, your soul is the real you that was created by God Almighty to live forever, not your physical body. For more than a billion years, there are two place where your soul will reside after your physical death depending on which one of the two places  you choose in life: either in the presence of God Almighty, where you and your brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ will live as princes and princesses of God Almighty, or in the Lake of Fire with Satan also known as Lucifer. No doubt you have heard of the saying, “We are all God’s Children,” is this true or false? My friends, the correct answer is false. God has two types of people on earth, his children and his creation. God’s children are those who have received Jesus Christ as described in John 1:12; while the fate of others who are his creation who reject him is described in John 3:18-19; Revelations 21:7.
The fear of the Lord is to hate evil, the evil way, to hate sin as sin, and therefore to hate every false way. Wherever there is an awe of God Almighty there is a dread of sin, as an evil, as only evil. Particularly to hate pride and passion, those two common and dangerous sins. Conceitedness of ourselves, pride and arrogance, are sins which Jesus Christ hates, and so do all those who have the Spirit of Jesus Christ; everyone hates them in others, but we must first hate them in ourselves before we can judge others. 

The froward mouth, peevishness towards others, God hates, because it is such an enemy to the peace of mankind, and therefore we should hate it. Even when spoken to the honor of faith in God that, however it is unjustly accused. It is so far from making men conceited and sour that there is nothing more directly contrary to it than pride and passion, nor which it teaches us more to detest. It has a great influence upon public affairs and the well-governing of all societies. Jesus Christ, as God, has strength and wisdom; wisdom and might are his; as Redeemer, he is the wisdom of God and the power of God. Recently during the November 8, 2016 presidential, we saw how God Almighty could intervene where wisdom and right judgment is lacking in a people. 
To all that are his he is made of God both strength and wisdom; in him they are laid up for us, that we may both know and do our duty. He is the wonderful counselor and gives that grace which alone is sound wisdom. He is understanding, and has strength for all those that strengthen themselves in him. True faith in God Almighty gives men and women the best counsel in all difficult cases, and helps to make their way plain. Wherever it is, it is understanding; it has strength. 

It will be all that to us that we need, both for services and sufferings. Where the Word of God dwells richly it makes a man or a woman perfect and furnishes him or her thoroughly for every good word and work. Kings, princes, and judges, have of all people most need of wisdom and strength, of counsel and courage, for the faithful discharge of the trusts reposed in them, and that they may be blessings to the people over whom they govern.

22-31. From this verse onward wisdom is personified. Wisdom is looked up as an attribute of God and must therefore be recognized as part of man’s inheritance from the Creator. Without wisdom, life is shortchanged. In 1 Corinthians 1:24, Jesus Christ is called “the wisdom of God.” Some have said that there are no chronological references in this verse, but there opinion would not change Apostle Paul’s statement that Jesus Christ is the wisdom of God Almighty. We can all remember what Paul said on how he learned to preach the things he preached, he said that whatever he taught was taught to him by Jesus Christ himself (Galatians 1:11, 12). God says wisdom is primary and fundamental. It is the foundation on which all life is built. One of the strongest statements about the divine nature of Jesus Christ found anywhere in the Scriptures, is that not only is Jesus equal to God, but he is God (John 10:30, 36; 12:45; 14:1-11). 

Jesus Christ not only reflects God, but he reveals God Almighty to us (John 1:18; 14:9). Jesus Christ came from heaven, not from the dust of the ground, and he is Lord of all. Jesus is completely holy, and he has authority to judge the world. Therefore he is supreme over all creation, including the spirit world. True Christians must believe that Jesus is God or our Christian faith is hollow and meaningless. We must oppose those lost new agers who say that Jesus was merely a prophet or a good teacher.

32-36. The best sermon includes a word of exhortation or the drawing of the net. In conclusion, all listeners here are called to hear and diligently obey the word of wisdom with all their hearts. Happy are those who embrace wisdom. The sermon ends with a final word of warning that those who reject wisdom are left to ruin and doom. Whoever sins against wisdom sins against Jesus Christ, who is the wisdom of God incarnated in the flesh. Whoever hates Jesus Christ who is wisdom of God, hates wisdom, and whoever hates wisdom loves death.
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