Sabbath Sermon of August 3, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

God Authorizes Man to Eat Meat, but Not Like in Blood
Genesis Chapter 9

Following the flood, God made a covenant with Noah. The agreement specified that there would always be the season of the year with planting and harvest. Noah and his family would replenish the earth; law and government were to be reinstituted; meat, except for the blood, and vegetables were to be given to man for good; there would never again be a universal flood. God sealed the covenant with a rainbow (9:16, 17).

6-14. This passage commands capital punishment for murder. In Exodus 21 verse 12-17, murder and other crimes worthy of capital punishment are spelled out by Moses. Nowhere in the Scriptures is capital punishment forbidden or the Old Testament commandment nullified. Paul recognizes that there are crimes for which capital punishment is the proper penalty and says he is willing to die if guilty of such crimes (Acts 25 verse 11). Had capital punishment been repealed or set aside, Paul would have spoken quite differently. Here God further explains why murder is so wrong. To kill a person is to kill one made in God’s image. Since all people are made in God’s image all people possess the qualities that distinguish us from animals: morality, reason, creativity, and self-worth. When we interact with others, we are interacting with beings made like God; beings to whom God offers eternal life. God intended for us to recognize his image in all people.
Noah stepped out of the ark onto an earth devoid of human life. But God gave him a reassuring promise. This promise, or covenant, had three parts: (1) Never again will a flood do such destruction; (2) as long as the earth remains, the seasons will always come as expected; (3) the rainbow will be a sign to all that God will keep his promises. The earth’s order and seasons are still preserved and rainbows still remind us of God faithfulness to his Word. But never did God promise not to punish sinful nations who would deviate from his precepts.
13-15. “A covenant between me and the earth.” God made a covenant with Noah but he also made a covenant with the earth. God the creator is interested in his inanimate creation as well as in man. He determined to preserve the earth from the effects of the flood. Redemption was accomplished for the cosmos as well as for man. God’s people should be careful about the way they use the earth on which they depend for sustenance. 
16-17. “Covenant between God and every living creature.” God make a covenant with Noah, and with the earth itself. Here God speaks of the covenant with all flesh. God is concerned by everything he created. Birds and animals are included in this everlasting Covenant. Man should have a concern for all life, human and non-human, because all life comes as a gift from the Creator. God’s covenants are always two-way streets, in them God obligates himself when he makes promises from God that never again would life be destroyed by a universal flood. The seat of this covenant was the rainbow. The new covenant has for its seal water baptism. Those who come to salvation by faith in Jesus Christ are baptized receive the gift of eternal life and are made to be the children of God and heirs with Jesus in his Kingdom.

18-19. Noah’s family and employment. The names of his sons are again mentioned as those from whom the whole earth was overspread, by which it appears that Noah, after the flood, had no more children: all the world came from these three. God, when he pleases, can make a little one to become a thousand, and greatly increase the latter end of those whose beginning was small. Such are the power and efficacy of a divine blessing. The business Noah applied himself to was that of a husbandman, a man of the earth, that is, a man dealing in the earth, that kept ground in his hand, and occupied it. We are all naturally men of the earth, made of it, living on it, and hastening to it: many are sinfully so, addicted to earthly things. 

20-24. Noah, the great hero of faith, got drunk which was a very poor example of godliness to his sons. Perhaps this story is included to show us that even godly people can sin and that had influence affects their families. This possibility of evil still existed in the hearts of Noah and his family. It was his sin, and a great sin, so much the worse for its being so soon after a great deliverance; but God left him to himself, as he did Hezekiah (2 Chronicles 32 verse 31), and has left this miscarriage of his upon record, to teach us. That the fairest copy that ever mere man wrote since the fall had its blots and false strokes. It was said of Noah that he was perfect in his generations (Genesis 6 verse 9), but this shows that it is meant of sincerity, not a sinless perfection. 

If Ham had shown a mocking attitude to finding his father uncovered, it would reveal a severe lack of respect for his father and probably for God. That God never reproved Noah for his drunkenness even though drunkenness is always reproved elsewhere, does not mean he approved the behavior. The phenomenon of termination probably began after the flood, not before. There is no instance of drunkenness recorded before the flood. Noah, who had kept sober in drunken company, is now drunk in sober company. Let him that thinks he stands take heed before he falls (1 Corinthians 10 verse 12). That we have need to be very careful, when we use God’s good creatures plentifully, lest we use them to excess. Jesus Christ’s disciples must take heed lest at any time their hearts be overcharged, (Luke 21 verse 34). Now the consequence of Noah’s sin was shame. He was uncovered within his tent, not that Ham uncovered his nakedness, but he made himself naked to his own shame, as Adam when he had eaten the forbidden fruit. Yet Adam sought concealment; Noah is so destitute of thought and reason that he seeks no covering.
Ham’s probably the youngest of the three sons, who saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren. To see it accidentally and involuntarily would not have been a crime. The Bible in this passage does not us what exactly if any other thing Ham did than he saw the nakedness of his Father.  But, some have said that he pleased himself with the sight, as the Edomites looked upon the day of their brother Israel was clobbered. That in the day of Jerusalem’s trouble they said, “Raze it, raze it”, but not realizing as we read in Ezekiel 25 verse 12, that the entire country including theirs would be destroyed. Similarly, those who rejoice at the fall of Christians today had better reexamine their own actions, for God judges each person impartially. The Edomites are here told particularly what they did, by being told what they should not have done; to Ham it is said, "Thou shouldst not have looked, thou shouldst not have entered; but thou didst so.’’  In reflecting upon ourselves it is good to compare what we have done with what we should have done, our practice with the rule, that we may discover wherein we have done amiss, have done those things which we ought not to have done. We should not have been where we were at such a time, should not have been in such and such company, should not have said what we said, nor have taken the liberty that we took. Sin thus looked upon, in the glass of the commandment, will appear exceedingly sinful. It was the case of Judah and Jerusalem when the Edomites behaved themselves thus basely and insulted over them, (Obad 1 verse 12 to 13). 
We have assumed that perhaps, Ham had sometimes been himself drunk, and reproved for it by his good father, whom he was therefore pleased to see thus overcome. It is common for those who walk in false ways themselves to rejoice at the false steps which they sometimes see others make. But charity rejoices not in iniquity, nor can true penitents that are sorry for their own sins rejoice in the sins of others. He told his two brethren without, in the street, as the word is, in a scornful deriding manner, that his father might seem vile unto them. It is very wrong, to make a jest of sin (Proverbs 14 verse 9), and to be puffed up with that for which we should rather mourn, (1 Corinthians 5 verse 2); to publish the faults of any, especially of parents, whom it is our duty to honor. Noah was not only a good man, but had been a good father to him; and this was a most base disingenuous requital to him for his tenderness. Ham is here called the father of Canaan, which intimates that he who was himself a father should have been more respectful to him that was his father. The pious care of Shem and Japheth to cover their poor father’s shame. They not only would not see it themselves, but provided that no one else might see it, herein setting us an example of charity with reference to other men’s sin and shame; we must not only not say, a confederacy, with those that proclaim it, but we must be careful to conceal it, or at least to make the best of it, to do to others as we would like them do unto us.
Noah comes to himself: He awoke from his wine. Sleep cured him, and, we may suppose, so cured him that he never relapsed into that sin afterwards. Those that sleep as Noah did should awake as he did, and not as that drunkard (Proverbs 23 verse 35) who says when he awakes, I will seek it yet again. Noah just like dying Jacob told his sons what shall befall them (Genesis 49 verse 1), Noah pronounces a curse on Canaan the son of Ham, in whom Ham is himself cursed, either because this son of his was now more guilty than the rest, or because the posterity of this son was afterwards to be rooted out of their land, to make room for Israel. And Moses here records it for the animating of Israel in the wars of Canaan; though the Canaanites were a formidable people, yet they were of old an accursed people, and doomed to ruin. The particular curse is, “A servant of servants,” that is, the meanest and most despicable servant shall he be, even to his brethren. Those who by birth were his equals shall by conquest be his lords. This certainly points at the victories obtained by Israel over the Canaanites, by which they were all either put to the sword or put under tribute (Joshua 9 verse 23; Judges 1 verse 28, 30-35), which happened not till about 800 years after this.  

God often visits the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, especially when the children inherit the fathers’ wicked dispositions, and imitate the fathers’ wicked practices, and do nothing to cut off the entail of the curse (Exodus 20 verse 5).  Disgrace is justly put upon those that put disgrace upon others, especially that dishonor and grieve their own parents.

25-27. The Canaanites came from Canaan, who was the son of Ham, against whom Noah pronounced a curse. The myth that Ham was a Negro and that slavery and other restrictions against Negroes are of divine origin is untenable. Unfortunately, this verse has been wrongly used to support prejudice and even slavery against people of other nations. Noah’s curse however, was directed at the Canaanite nation, a nation God knew would become wicked. Noah’s curse was fulfilled when the Canaanites were overcome by the Israelites and later by the Persians, Greeks, and Romans. Seven nations of people came from Canaan (Deuteronomy 7 verse 1), who were idolatrous, superstitious, and abominably wicked. God would not allow the Canaanites to coexist with the Israelites? “They should not dwell in your land,” God warned regarding the Canaanites, “that they may not cause you to sin against me. In case you should serve their gods, it would become a snare to you.” (Exodus 23 verse 33) The prophet Moses later told Israel: “It is for the wickedness of these nations that Jehovah your God is driving them away.” (Deuteronomy 9 verse 5). 
Just how wicked were those nations? Immorality, pagan worship, sex worship, and child sacrifice were widespread in Canaan. Archaeologists excavating the area “found great numbers of jars containing the remains of children who had been sacrificed to Baal, a prominent god of the Canaanites.” The whole area proved to be a cemetery for new-born babes; Canaanites worshipped, by immoral indulgence, as a religious rite, in the presence of their gods; and then, by murdering their first-born children, as a sacrifice to these same gods. It seems that, in large measure, the land of Canaan had become a sort of Sodom and Gomorrah on a national scale. . . . Archaeologists who dig in the ruins of Canaanite cities wonder that God did not destroy them sooner than he did.”

God had commanded Abraham to walk through their land, and to him was the promise made to inherit Canaan (Genesis 13 verse 17). Centuries went by before Abraham’s descendants occupied the land. When they entered their inheritance God commanded them to make no agreements with the Canaanites and show no mercy toward them (Deuteronomy 7 verse 2); not to worship but to destroy their idols (Exodus 23 verse 24; Deuteronomy 7 verse 5, 25); not to follow their customs (Leviticus 18 verse 26, 27); not to fear them (Deuteronomy 7 verse 17, 18; 31 verse 7) When Israel sinned, God permitted a remnant to remain in Canaan for chastisement (Judges 2 verses 3, 22; 3 verse 1 – 4; 4 verse 2; Numbers 33 verse 55).
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