Sabbath Sermon of August 31, 2013.

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Separation of Abraham and Lot
Genesis Chapter 13.

Abram went out of Egypt rich with silver and gold. From the earliest times, people have prized silver and gold as precious. The record does not say how Abraham was able to gather so much wealth. We believe he traded his cattle for silver and gold. In the Old Testament there is a definite relationship between fidelity to God and material benefits. God blessed the patriarch exceedingly and the surrounding people knew that God was his mentor.

5-9. Abram’s dependence was on God. Facing a potential conflict with his nephew Lot, Abram took the initiative in settling the dispute. The occasion of their quarrel was their riches. We read how rich Abram was, and that Lot, who went with Abram, was rich too; and therefore God blessed Lot with riches because he went with Abram. It is good being in good company, and going with those who are faithful to God (Zechariah 8 verse 23). Those that are partners with God’s people in their obedience and sufferings shall be sharers with them in their joys and comforts, (Isaiah 66 verse 10). .Abram manifested this truth when he arranged for Lot to choose where he would go.  He gave Lot his first choice, even though Abram, being older, had the right to chose first. Abram also showed a willingness to risk being cheated. Abram’s example shows us how to respond to difficult family situations: (1) The Christian should take the initiative in resolving conflicts; (2) let others have first choice, even if that means not getting what we want; (3) put family peace above personal desires (Romans 12 verses 18-21).
The consideration of our relation to each other, as brethren, should always prevail to moderate our passions, and either to prevent or put an end to our contentions. Brethren should love as brethren. His proposal for peace was very fair. Many who profess to be for peace yet will do nothing towards it; but Abram hereby approved himself a real friend to peace that he proposed an unexceptionable expedient for the preserving of it: "Is not the whole land before thee?” As if he had said, "Why should we quarrel for room, while there is room enough for us both?’’  

Surrounded by hostile neighbors, the herdsmen of Abram and Lot should have pulled together. Instead, they let petty jealousy tear them apart. A similar situation exists today. Many Christians argue while Satan is at work all around them. Rivalries, arguments, and disagreements among believers can be destructive in three ways: (1) they damage goodwill, trust, and peace—the foundations of good human relations; (2) they hamper progress toward important goals; (3) they make us self-centered rather than love-centered. Jesus understood how destructive arguments among brothers could be. In his final prayer before being betrayed and arrested, Jesus asked God that his followers be “one” (John 17 verse 21). 
Lot’s character is revealed by his choices.  He chose what was, humanly speaking, the more attractive place for his cattle. He chose the plain of Jordan that was well watered every where. He took the best of the land even though it meant living next to Sodom, a city known for its sin, that was before the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, the Garden of Eden and Egypt as  well all located as you go toward Zoar. Lot was greedy for the best, without thinking about his uncle Abram’s needs or what was fair. But with every rose there is a thorn. Lot’s choice brought disaster to him and his family (Isaiah 51 verse 3). So when you go plucking roses, watch out for the thorn.
Life is a series of choices. We too can choose the best while ignoring the needs and feelings of others. But this kind of choice, as Lot’s life shows, leads to problems. When we stop making choices in God’s direction, all that is left is to make choices in the wrong direction. Good pasture and available water seem like a wise choice to Lot at first. But he failed to recognize that wicked Sodom could provide temptations strong enough to destroy his family. Have you chosen to live or work in a “Sodom”? Lot may have thought he was strong enough to resist the temptations, but we would see later that other members of his family were not. While God commands us to reach people in the “Sodom” near us, we must be careful not to become like the very people we are trying to reach.

10-12. Garden of the Lord, that is., “the garden of Eden.” That valley, which was like the Garden of Eden itself, now yielded him a most pleasant prospect. It was, in his eye, beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth; and therefore he doubted not but that it would yield him a comfortable settlement, and that in such a fruitful soil he should certainly thrive, and grow very rich: and this was all he could see. But what came of it? Why, the next news we hear of Lot is that he is in the briars among them, he and his carried captive. While he lived among them, he vexed his righteous soul with their conversation, and never had a good day with them, till, at last, God fired the town over his head, and forced him to head for the mountains for safety who chose the plain for wealth and pleasure. Sensual choices are sinful choices, and seldom work well. Those who in choosing relations, callings, dwellings, or settlements are guided and governed by the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of the eye, or the pride of life, and consult not the interests of their souls and their religion, cannot expect God’s presence with them, nor his blessing upon them, but are commonly disappointed even in that which they principally aimed at, and miss of that in which they promised themselves satisfaction. In all our choices this principle should overrule us, that that is best for us which is best for our souls. How little he considered the wickedness of the inhabitants, but the men of Sodom were wicked.
13-18. Lot could not have been unaware of the fact that the people of Sodom were wicked. The text literally reads that they were “wicked and sinners exceedingly.” Why would any follower of God choose to reside among people like that? Though all are sinners, yet some are greater sinners than others. The people of Sodom were sinners of the first magnitude, sinners before the Lord, that is, impudent daring sinners; they were so to a proverb. Hence we read of those that declare their sin as Sodom, because they did not hide it (Isaiah 3 verse 9). That some sinners are the worse for living in a good land, so the Sodomites were; for this was the iniquity of Sodom, pride, fullness of bread, and abundance of idleness; and all these were supported by the great plenty their country afforded (Ezekiel 16 verse 49). Thus the prosperity of fools destroys them.  That God often allows great plenty to great sinners is for a witness against them so they will have no excuse on the judgment day for not obeying him. Filthy Sodomites dwell in a city, in a fruitful plain, while faithful Abram and his pious family dwell in tents upon the barren mountains. When wickedness has come to the height, ruin is not far off. Abounding sins are sure presages of approaching judgments. For when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin, and sin when it is finished, brings forth death” (James 1 verses 14-15).
We have here an account of a gracious visit which God paid to Abram, to confirm the promise to him, when it was that God renewed and ratified the promise. This was after Lot was separated from him, that is, after the quarrel between their herdsmen was over; for those are best prepared for the visits of divine grace whose spirits are calm and sedate, and not ruffled with any passion. It was after Abram’s humble self-denying condescension to Lot for the preserving of peace, that God came to him with this token of his favor.  God will abundantly make up in spiritual peace what we lose for the preservation of neighborly peace. When Abram had willingly offered Lot one-half of his right, God came, and confirmed the whole to him.  After he had lost the comfortable society of his kinsman, by whose departure his hands were weakened and his heart was saddened, then God came to him with these good words and comfortable words.  Communion with God may, at any time, serve to make up the want of conversation with our friends; when our relations are separated from us, yet God is not.  
After Lot had chosen that pleasant fruitful vale, and had gone to take possession of it, lest Abram should be tempted to envy him and to repent that he had given him the choice, God comes to him, and assures him that what he had should remain to him and his heirs for ever; so that, though Lot perhaps had the better land, yet Abram had more than the title to the land.  Lot had the paradise, such as it was, but Abram had the promise; and the event soon made it appear that, however it seemed now, Abram had really the better part (Job 22 verse 20).  In the same manner that God owned Abram after his strife with Lot, so did the churches owned Paul after his strife with Barnabas, (Acts. 15 verses 39, 40).  In other words, Christians do not always agree, but problems can be solved by agreeing to disagree and letting God work his will.
God here shows Abram the land, as he had promised (Genesis 12 verse 1), and afterwards he showed it to Moses from the top of Pisgah. Lot had lifted up his eyes and beheld the plain of Jordan, and he had gone to enjoy what he saw. Then God says to Abram "Come, now lift thou up thy eyes, and look, and see thy own.’’ For that which God has to show us is infinitely better and more desirable than any thing that the world has to offer our view. The prospects of an eye of faith are much more rich and beautiful than those of an eye of sense. Those for whom the heavenly Canaan is designed in the other world have sometimes, by faith, a comfortable prospect of it in their present state; for we look at the things that are not seen, as real, though distant.  He secures this land to him and his seed for ever (v. 15): “To thee will I give it;” and again (v. 17) “I will give it unto thee; every repetition of the promise is a ratification of it.” To thee and thy seed, not to Lot and his seed; they were not to have their inheritance in this land, and therefore Providence so ordered it that Lot should be separated from Abram first, and then the grant should be confirmed to him and his seed. Thus God often brings good out of evil, and makes men’s sins and follies subservient to his own wise and holy counsels. To thee and thy seed, to thee to sojourn in as a stranger, to thy seed to dwell and rule in as proprietors. To thee, that is, to thy seed. The granting of it to him and his for ever intimates that it was typical of the heavenly Canaan, which is given to the spiritual seed of Abram for ever, (Hebrews 11 verse 14).

Here is the promise of his generations to replenish this good land, so that it should never be lost for want of heirs. “I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth,” that is, they shall increase incredibly, and, take them altogether; they shall be such a great multitude as no man can number. This promise is fulfilled in Jesus Christ because of all those who have come to believe in God of Abraham through Jesus Christ are heirs to Abraham’s promise (Galatians 3 verses 16-18). 

If you ask, who are the children of Abraham today? They are those who are of faith in God through Jesus Christ, they are the sons and daughters of Abraham. Just as Abraham believed God (Galatians 3 verse 6). Without faith, it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11 verse 6). Abraham's faith was accounted to him for righteousness (Genesis 15 verse 6). Indeed, only those of faith are sons and daughters of Abraham (Galatians 3 verse 7). This is what the seed promise had reference to (Galatians 3 verse 8). It is those of faith who are blessed with believing Abraham (Galatians 3 verse 9). Those who have the same kind of faith as Abraham. To do the works of Abraham (John 8 verse 39). Those willing to "walk in the steps of the faith" which Abraham had (Romans 4 verse 11-12).  That is to have an obedient faith like he did (Hebrews 11 verse 8-10).

God kept his promise in Genesis 17 verses 17 and 18, he has not revoked it. This God here gives Abram the promise, for the same God that provides the inheritance provides the heirs. He saved Abraham through faith, and he has blessed the world through Abraham by sending the Messiah as one of his descendants “Seed”. Circumstances may change, but God remains constant and does not break his promises. He has promised to forgive our sins through Jesus Christ, and we can be sure he has done it in the lives of all Believers in Jesus Christ, and will do it in the life of everyone that will call unto him. He that has prepared the holy land prepares the holy seed; he that gives glory gives grace to make meet for glory.  
Lastly, we read of what Abram did when God had thus confirmed the promise to him, that he removed his tent. God bade him to walk through the land, that is, "Do not think of fixing in it, but expect to be always unsettled, and possessing it by walking through it to a better Canaan.’’ In compliance with God’s command, he removes his tent, confirming himself to the condition of a pilgrim as Christians ought to be in this world.  He built there an altar, in token of his thankfulness to God for the kind visit he had paid him. When God meets us with gracious promises, he expects that we should attend him with our humble praises at all times. 
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