Sabbath Sermon of August 2nd, 2014
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

When Good People Are In Authority

If you were to give an honest answer to the question, what kind of leaders do you think are governing your country today? How would you respond? Would you feel comfortable using words like: obstinate, criminally minded in describing their actions and leadership? Again, what would you say is wrong with your country today, and how receptive are the leaders of your country to the commandments of the Almighty God?  In this chapter the book of Proverbs tells us that the man or woman that has often been reproved who hardens his or her neck, and crosses the point of no return, God says such a person shall be suddenly destroyed when he or she is unprepared for it. For such a person there is no remedy. For ”Whoever sins against the preventing remedy should not expect any recovering remedy.” 
In other words, the obstinacy of many wicked people, especially those in leadership in a wicked way is to be greatly lamented. Although they are often reproved by the providence of God and by their own consciences, and have had their sins set in order before them and fair warnings given them of the consequences of them, but all in vain; they harden their necks. Perhaps they fling away, and will not so much as give the reproof a patient hearing; or, if they do, yet they go on in the sins for which they are reproved; they will not bow their necks to the yoke or the commandments of God, but are children of Belial; they refuse reproof (Proverbs 10:17), despise it (Proverbs 5:12 ), hate it, (Proverbs 12:1). The issue of this obstinacy is to be greatly dreaded: Those that go on in sin, in spite of admonition, shall be destroyed; those that will not be reformed must expect to be ruined; if the rods will not make them to stop sinning, they should expect the axes. They shall be suddenly destroyed, in the midst of their security, and without remedy, because they have sinned against the preventing remedy, and therefore let them not expect any recovering remedy. Hell is remediless destruction. They shall be destroyed, and no healing, so the word is. If God wounds, who can heal?
But the happiness of a people under a good government consists of the care and business that a good Prince establishes in the land, to maintain its fundamental godly laws, to settle the minds of his subjects and make them easy, to secure their liberties and properties from hostilities and for posterity, and to set in order the things that are wanting; this must the King or President do by judgment, by wise counsels, and by the steady administration of justice, without respect of persons, which will have these good effects. However, the misery of a people under a bad government consist of a man or woman who thinks he or she is there to be worshipped who overthrows the land with evil laws, who calls evil good and good evil; a man or woman that is either sacrilegious or superstitious, or that invades and perverts the office of the ministry of God’s work, as Saul and Uzziah or a man or woman that aims at nothing but getting money, and will, for a good bribe, connive at the most guilty, and, in hope of one, persecute the innocent, such governors and or presidents as these will ruin a country. 
If you are in the habit of deliberately doing the same wrong things over and over, you should know that it is an invitation to disaster. Eventually you have to face the consequences of refusing to learn. If the wrong you do is refusing God’s invitations or rejecting his commands, the consequences will be especially serious. In the end, God may have to turn you away, that is give you up (Romans 1:18-24). My friends, if any part of this message describes your situation, please make sure you are not hardening your heart. You should know that lies that reinforce your own selfish, personal beliefs should not be believed or acted upon. Today more than ever you need to be careful about the input you allow to form your beliefs. With TV, music, movies, and the rest of the media often presenting sinful life-styles and unwholesome values, we find ourselves constantly bombarded by attitudes and beliefs totally opposed to the Word of God in the Bible.
For example, God’s plan for natural sexual relationships is his ideal for his creation. Unfortunately, sin distorts the natural use of God’s gifts. Sin often means not only denying God, but also denying the way you are made, that is in the image of God. Do not believe it when people say that any sex act is acceptable so long nobody gets hurt, they are fooling themselves and may be trying to fool you to get you in trouble with your Father in heaven. Because in the long run, and often in the short run, sin hurts people, individuals, families, whole societies. Be warned about the fact that people who worship the things God made instead of the Creator so often distort and destroy the very things they claim to value, your life and the lives of your loved ones.
There is no doubt about it that every one of us wants to be liked, so we are all vulnerable to flattery. But flattery can be a dangerous trap for those who are very insecure. To avoid falling into it, be realistic about yourself. Set righteous goals on your own and work toward them, and you will know when you deserve praise and when you need rebuke. This knowledge can make you immune to flattery and protect you from being manipulated by the people who use flattery on others.

“The Lord lighteneth both their eyes,” means everyone depends on God for their sight. Both the oppressor and the poor have the gift of sight from the same God.  God sees and judges both, and his judgment falls on those whose greed or power drives them to oppress the poor. Judgment therefore, should be based on law and equity as prescribed in God’s law. This shows how wisely the great God serves the designs of his providence by persons of very different tempers, capacities, and conditions in the world, even by those that are of  different social class. Some are poor and forced to borrow; others are rich, have a great deal of the mammon or wealth of unrighteousness, and they are creditors, or usurers. Some are poor, and honest, and laborious; others are rich, slothful, and deceitful. They all meet together in the business of this world, crosses each other’s paths at some point in life, and have dealings with one another, and the Lord enlightens both their eyes through their consciences to chooses to do good or to do evil; he causes his sun to shine upon both and gives them both the comforts of this life. To some of both sorts he gives his grace. He enlightens the eyes of the poor by giving them patience, and of the deceitful by giving them repentance, as Zaccheus (Luke 19:1-10). By those that we think could best be spared. The poor and the deceitful we are ready to look upon as blemishes of Providence, but God makes even them to display the beauty of Providence; he has wise ends not only in leaving the poor always with us, but in permitting the deceived and the deceiver, for both are his (Job. 12:16) and turn to his praise. However, the more sinners there are the more sin there is. This leads to more transgressions and more injustice. The more a nation sins, the closer it is to the judgment of God. Let the righteous be patient, for God will bring an end to the power and dignity of the wicked.
“The peril of a sinful way.” There is not only a punishment at the end of it, but a snare in it. One sin is a temptation to another, and there are troubles which, as a snare, come suddenly upon evil men in the midst of their transgressions; not only that, their transgression itself often irritate them; their sin is their punishment, and they are holden in the cords of their own iniquity, (Proverbs 5:22, 23). The snare that is in the transgression of evil men and women spoil all their mirth, but righteous people are kept from those snares, and are delivered out of them; they walk at liberty, walk in safety, and therefore they sing and rejoice in the Lord. Those that make God their chief joy have him for their exceeding joy, and having been born again in Jesus Christ, it is your own fault if you do not rejoice evermore. If there be any true joy on this side of heaven, doubtless those who are in Jesus Christ have it, whose conversation is in the Kingdom of our God’s heaven, for it is “The pleasantness of the way of holiness.”
Parents of young children sometimes grow weary of disciplining their children. They feel like all they do is nag, scold, and punish. When you as a parent are tempted to give up and let your children do what they want, or when you wonder if you have ruined every chance for a loving relationship with them, remember that kind, firm discipline helps them learn, and learning makes them wise. Consistent, loving discipline will ultimately teach them to discipline themselves. Do not be afraid to say to them this is wrong and this is right, because if you let them do their foolish things at young age, you will reap the reward mainly of the pain they will cause you and society.
Where there is no vision, that is, “where there is no prophet to expound the Word of God,” or “Where there are no true ministers of the Gospel to teach the Word of God,” or “Where the true Word of God is scarce” there the people are stripped of their armor and opened to every evil device and false wind of doctrine. Where there is ignorance of God, crime and sin run rampant. This is usually the aim of every evil government, to strip the people of their knowledge of God’s principles, so God won’t protect them from their hands. If you have not noticed, that is why a government would create a law to grant a people the right to disobey God’s laws. 

Public morality depends on the knowledge of God, but it also depends on keeping God’s laws.  They are destroyed because of the lack of true knowledge of God’s Word, and evil government or persons know this. In order for nations and individuals to function well, people must know God’s ways and keep his rules. Unfortunately, most people seek to gain their own ends by currying the friendship and favor of those who rule over them. True justice and genuine favor come from God, not from men and women. Let the Christian seek God’s favor, not people. Fear of man can hamper everything you try to do. In extreme forms, it can make you afraid to leave your home. 
The wisest course any person can take to be happy, is look up to God, and seek the favor of the Ruler of rulers; for every man’s judgment proceeds from the Lord. It is not with us as the ruler pleases; his favor cannot make us happy, his frowns cannot make us miserable. But it is as God pleases; every creature is that to us that God makes it to be, no more and no other. He is the first Cause, on which all second causes depend; if God will not help, nothing will help you, (2 Kings 6:27 ; Job. 34:29).

Here we are cautioned not to dread the power of people, neither the power of a prince nor the power of the multitude; both are formidable enough, but the slavish fear of either brings a snare, that is, exposes you to many insults; some take pride in terrifying those who appear to be timed, or rather exposes a person to many temptations. We saw how that Abraham, for fear of man, denied his wife, and Peter his Master, the Lord Jesus, and many a one his God and faith. We must not shrink from duty, nor commit sin, to avoid the wrath of man, nor, though we see it coming upon us, be disquieted with fear, (Daniel 3:16 ; Ps. 118:6 . He must himself die (Isaiah 51:12 ) and can but kill our body, (Luke 12:5). 
We are encouraged to depend upon the power of God, which would keep us from all that fear of man which has either torment or temptation in it. For whosoever will put his or her trust in the Lord, for protection and supply in the way of duty, shall be set on high, above the power of man and above the fear of that power. A holy confidence in God makes a person both great and easy, and enables the person to look with a gracious contempt upon the most formidable designs of hell and earth against him or her. You should believe it and say it “If God be my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid.” By contrast, fear of God, respect, reverence, and trust, is liberating. Why fear people who can do no eternal harm? Instead, fear God who can turn the harm intended by others into good for those who trust him.
Who are the men and women that are dangerous to the public? They are the scornful people. When such are employed in the business of the state they do things with precipitation or in hastiness, because they scorn to deliberate, and will not take time for consideration and consultation; they do things illegal and unjustifiable, because they scorn to be hampered by laws and constitutions; they break their faith, because they scorn to be bound by their word, and provoke the people, because they scorn to please them. Thus they bring a city and or a nation into a snare by their ill conduct, or they set a city and or a nation on fire; they sow discord among the citizens and run them into confusion, like create wars. Those are scornful men and women that mock at faith in God Almighty, the obligations of conscience, the fears of another world, and everything that is sacred and serious. Such people are the plagues of their generation; they bring God’s judgments upon a land, set people together by the ears, and so bring all to confusion. But there are men and women that are the blessings of a land—the wise men and women who by promoting faith in God Almighty, which is true wisdom, turn away the wrath of God from the land, and who, by prudent counsels, reconcile contending parties and prevent the mischievous consequences of divisions. Proud and foolish men kindle the fires which wise and good people must extinguish with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

A wise person is here advised not to set his wit to a fool’s, not to dispute with him or her, or by contending with the person to think that by openly reasoning with him or her you can gain his or her attention to understand anything. But if a wise person contend with a wise person, he or she may hope to be understood, and, as far as the person has reason and equity on his or her side, to carry his or her point, at least to bring the controversy to a head and make the issue amicably; but, if you contend with a foolish person, there is no rest; you will see no end of it, nor will you have any satisfaction in it, but must expect to be always uneasy.  Whether the foolish person you contend with rage or laugh, whether he or she takes angrily or scornfully what is said to him or her, whether he or she rail at it or mock at it, one of the two this person will do, and so there will be no rest. However it is given, it will be ill-taken, and the wisest person must expect to be either scolded or ridiculed if he or she contends with a fool. A person that fights with a dunghill, whether he or she be the conqueror or conquered, the person is sure to be defiled.  Whether the wise person rage or laugh, whether he or she take the serious or the jocular [playful] way of dealing with the fool, whether the person be severe or pleasant with him or her, whether the person come with a rod or with the spirit of meekness (1 Corinthians 4:21), it is all alike, no good will come out of it. We have piped unto you, and you have not danced, mourned unto you, and you have not lamented.
Bad people hate their best friends: The blood-thirsty, all the seed of the old serpent, who was a murderer from the beginning, all that inherit Satan’s enmity against the seed of the woman, hate the upright; they seek the ruin of good people because they condemn the wicked world and witness against it. Jesus Christ told his disciples that they will be hated of all people. Bloody people do especially hate upright magistrates, who would restrain and reform them, and put the laws in execution against them, and so really do them a kindness.  Good people, for example true Christians love their worst enemies: The just, whom the bloody people hate, seek their soul, pray for their conversion, and would gladly do anything for their salvation. This Jesus Christ taught us to say, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” The just seek his soul, that is, the soul of the upright, whom the bloody hate, and yet the Christian is to seek to help the blood thirsty who seek to destroy him or her, to get saved from going to hell.
It is a piece of weakness to be very open: He is a fool who utters all his mind, who tells everything he knows, and has in his mouth instantly whatever he has in his thoughts, and can keep no counsel, who, whatever is started in discourse, quickly shoots his bolt, who, when he is provoked, will say anything that comes uppermost, whoever is reflected upon by it, who, when he or she is to speak of any business, will say all he or she thinks, and yet never thinks he or she says enough, whether choice or refuse, corn or chaff, pertinent or impertinent, you shall have it all. It is a piece of wisdom to be upon the reserve: A wise person will not utter all his mind at once, but will take time for a second thought, or reserve the present thought for a fitter time, when it will be more pertinent and likely to answer his intention; he will not deliver himself in a continued speech, or starched discourse, but with pauses, that he may hear what is to be objected and answer it. True oratory requires an occasional pause. 
Here is the description of an unprofitable, slothful, wicked servant, a slave that serves not from conscience, or love, but purely from fear. Let those that have such servants put on patience to bear the irritation and not to bother themselves with it. Their character is a such:  no rational words will work upon them; they will not be corrected and reformed, nor brought to their business, nor cured of their idleness and laziness, by fair means, no, nor by foul words; even the most gentle master will be forced to use severity with them; no reason will serve their turn, for they are unreasonable.  No rational words will be gotten from them. They are dogged and sullen; and, though they understand the questions you ask them, they will not give you an answer; though you make it ever so plain to them what you expect from them, they will not promise you to mend what is amiss nor to mind their business. Such is the folly of those servants whose mouth by their silence calls for strokes; they might be corrected by words and save blows, but they will not.
This expresses not only the innate contrariety that there is between virtue and vice, as between light and darkness, fire and water, but the old enmity that has always been between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, (Genesis 3:15).  All that is sanctified have a rooted antipathy to wickedness and wicked people. They have a good will to the souls of all, God has, and would have none perish; but they hate the ways and practices of those that are impious towards God and injurious towards people; they cannot hear of them nor speak of them without a holy indignation; they loathe the society of the ungodly and unjust, and dread the thought of giving them any countenance, but do all they can to bring the wickedness of the wicked to an end. Thus an unjust person makes himself or herself odious to the just, and it is one part of this person’s present shame and punishment that good people cannot endure him or her.  All that are unsanctified have a like rooted antipathy to godliness and godly people: A person that is upright in the way, that makes conscience of what he or she says and does, is an abomination to the wicked, whose wickedness is restrained perhaps and suppressed, or, at least, shamed and condemned, by the uprightness of the upright. Thus Cain did, who was of his father the devil. And this is not only the wickedness of the wicked, that they hate those whom God loves, but their misery too, that they hate those whom they shall shortly see in everlasting bliss and honor, and who shall have dominion over them in the morning when Jesus returns.
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