Sabbath Sermon of August 25, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

A Command to Bless The Lord God Almighty

Psalm Chapter 103

This song of praise is general in nature. The psalmist praises the God who pities his children, vindicates them, and forgives their sins. The love of God is everlasting and his throne is forever established in the heavens. Let angels, men, women and the hosts of heaven bless the name of this great God. Thus the song of praise “Bless the Lord, Oh my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. For our Lord God have done great things.
This praise by King David focused on God’s glorious acts. It is easy to complain about life, but David’s list gives us plenty for which to praise God. By forgiveness of our sins, we are restored to the favor of God. His healing, redemption, loving-kindness, tender mercies, providence, righteousness, justice, grace, patience. And all that we lost in Adam we shall regain at last, so that Paradise itself is regained and restored in Jesus Christ. So far our transgressions are removed from us that they shall never be laid to our charge, nor shall they be used in judgment against us. They shall be sought for and not found. We received all of these without deserving any of them. No matter how difficult our life journey, we can always count our blessings: past, present, and future. When you feel as if you have nothing for which to praise God, read David’s list. 
12-19. God’s mercy is thus great towards those that fear him, not towards those that trifle with him. We must fear the Lord and his goodness. The fullness of his pardons, an evidence of the riches of his mercy. As east and west can never meet, so is our sin and ourselves will never meet again if we remain in Jesus Christ. This is a symbolic portrait of God’s forgiveness, when he forgives our sins; he separates it from us and doesn’t even remember it. We need never wallow in the forgiven past, for God forgives and forgets. We tend to dredge up the ugly past, but God has wiped our record clean. If we are to follow God, we must model his forgiveness. When we forgive another, we must also forget the sin. Other wise, we have not truly forgiven, nor have we truly been transformed.
By our nature as humans we are helpless and fragile, but God’s care is eternal. Too often we focus on God as Judge and Lawgiver, ignoring his compassion and concern for us. God is our loving father, and when he examines our lives, he is always aware of our human condition. However, our weakness should not be used as a justification for sin. God’s mercy takes everything into account. You must trust and obey God, and He will deal with you compassionately.
God made known his ways unto Moses, and by him his acts to the children of Israel, not only by his rod to those who then lived, but by his pen, (to shut in or as if in a pen) that is, by his protection to succeeding ages. His divine revelation is one of the first and greatest of divine favors with which the church is blessed; for God restores us to himself by revealing himself to us, and gives us all good by giving us knowledge. He has made known his acts and his ways, that is, his nature, and the methods of his dealing with all people, that they may know both what to conceive of him and what to expect from him; or by his ways we may understand his precepts, the way which he requires us to walk in; and by his acts, or designs as the word signifies, his promises and purposes as to what he will do with us. 

The scripture says a great deal of the mercy of God, and we may all set to our seal that it is true, that we have experienced it. If he had not been a God of patience, we should have been in hell long ago; but he has not rewarded us after our iniquities; so those will say who know what sin deserves. He has not inflicted the judgments which we have merited, nor deprived us of the comforts which we have forfeited, which should make us think the worse, and not the better, of sin; for God’s patience should lead us to repentance, (Rom. 2:4 .3).

Thus fairly does God deal with us. He has never been rigorous and severe with us, but always tender, full of compassion, and ready to forgive. It is in his nature to be so. The Lord is merciful and gracious; this was his way which he made known unto Moses at Mount Horeb, when he thus proclaimed his name (Ex. 34:6, Ex. 34:7), in answer to Moses’ request (Ex. 33:13), “I beseech thee, show me thy way, that I may know thee.” It is my way, says The Lord God, to pardon sin. He is not soon angry, He is slow to anger, not extreme to mark what we do amiss nor ready to take advantage against us. He bears long with those that are very provoking, defers punishing, that he may give space to repent, and does not speedily execute the sentence of his law; and he could not be thus slow to anger if he were not plenteous in mercy, the very Father of mercies.  He is not long angry; for he will not always chide, though we always offend and deserve chiding. Though he signify his displeasure against us for our sins by the rebukes of Providence, and the reproaches of our own consciences, and thus cause grief, yet he will have compassion, and will not always keep us in pain and terror, no, not for our sins, but, after the spirit of bondage, will give the spirit of adoption.

How long and lasting God’s mercy is to his people? (v. 17, v. 18): it will continue longer than their lives, and will survive their present state. Here we learn of the description of those to whom this mercy belongs. They are such as fear God, such as are truly religious, from principle. First, they live a life of faith; for they keep God’s covenant; having taken hold of it, they keep hold of it, fast hold, and will not let it go. They keep it as a treasure, keep it as their portion, and would not for all the world part with it, for it is their life. Secondly, they live a life of obedience; they remember his commandments to do them, else they do not keep his covenant. Those only shall have the benefit of God’s promises that make conscience of his precepts. “Who are those that have a good memory, as well as a good understanding?” (Ps. 111:10), it is those that remember God’s commandments, not to simply talk of them, but to do them, and to be ruled by them. The continuance of the mercy which belongs to such as these; it will last them longer than their lives on earth, and therefore they need not be troubled though their lives be short, since death itself will be no abridgment, no infringement, of their glory in Jesus Christ. God’s mercy is better than life, for it will out-live it. First, to their souls, which remain in the presence of The Lord; to them the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting; from everlasting in the councils of it to everlasting in the consequences of it, in their election before the world was and their glorification when this world shall be no more; for they are predestinated to the inheritance (Eph. 1:11).
20-22. Everything everywhere is to bless the Lord: the angels are mighty in strength. One of them slew 185, 000 Assyrian soldiers in one night (2 Kings 19:35; Isa. 37:36). They are ministers to the saints to help them. This Psalm is noted for its poetic beauty, the splendor of its ideas, its light of fancy, and its wonderful language. In it the greatness, majesty, and sovereign control of God are celebrated. He is the God of nature as well as the God of all. This is manifested in his works of creation and providence with respect to all creatures. Let all men, women bless and praise and rejoice in such a great God. My brothers and sisters in the Lord, let us make our lives a blessing to the Lord God Almighty.
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