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Jesus Demand For Repentance

Luke Chapter 13
Here we read of the event of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. Apparently Pilate’s soldiers murdered some Jews in the act of offering blood sacrifices and mixed their blood with that of their as if it had been equally acceptable to God.  It could be that Pilate feared an insurrection by these Jews. Such an incident could be one of the reasons Pilate and Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee remained enemies until they were reconciled the day Jesus was crucified (Luke 23:12). Those killed by the tower of Siloam may have been working for the Romans on an aqueduct there. The Pharisees who were against the use of force against Rome would have said that the Galileans deserved to die for rebelling. The Zealots, a group of anti-Roman terrorists, would have said that the aqueduct workers deserved to die for cooperating with the Romans. In response to that event, Jesus said that neither the Galileans nor the workers should be blamed for the calamity. Instead, everyone should look to his or her own day of judgment. It does not matter how one died, but not everyone needs to stay dead. Jesus promises that those who believe in him will “not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).
The illustration of the barren fig tree refers primarily to the nation of Israel which is our example. For many years God looked for Israel to bring forth fruit unto repentance, in the same way He looks upon every one of us to produce fruit. But nothing had happened. Now Israel has rejected God’s Son, in the same way we have been told by our president that “We are no longer a Christian nation.” God, however, is long-suffering and will grant more time for Israel and to anyone who has denied Jesus Christ to repent and turn to him at last. But if Israel or any nation persists in her refusal to turn to God, she will be cut off. This was one way Jesus warned his listeners that God would not tolerate forever their lack of productivity. My friends if you have been enjoying God’s special treatment without giving anything in return, you must immediately respond to the Gardner’s patient care, and begin to bear the fruit God has created you to produce. The lesson here is that God the Father is the owner of the vineyard, the fig tree is Isreal, a person or nation that God expects to produce fruit. The dresser of the vineyard is Jesus Christ, who has bought us some time with his blood delaying the harvest. At the end of this time that he had secured with his blood, anyone who failed to produce fruit will be cut down at the command of the Father and thrown into the lake of fire.
11-18. In these verses we read about a woman who had infirmity for eighteen years. She came to the right place at the right time, that is, to the synagogue on the Sabbath. She did not ask Jesus for anything. Instead he espied her, felt compassion for her in her grievous plight and cured her immediately and completely. The ruler of the synagogue was very angry. He stretched the law concerning work to include speaking a word and laying a hand on this woman. He saw healing as part of a doctor’s profession, and practicing one’s profession on the Sabbath was prohibited. He forgot that works of mercy and necessity are permissible on the Sabbath. This poor woman had greater spiritual insight than the ruler of the synagogue, for she praised and glorified God while the ruler was, in effect, condemning what Jesus Christ had done. Jesus slammed him and the other leaders by pointing out their hypocrisy. They would untie their cattle and care for them, but they refused to rejoice when a human being was freed from Satan’s bondage.
In Jesus Christ, people’s needs are more important than manmade laws. We must all take time to help others lovingly, even if doing so might compromise our public image.  It should also be understood why in our fallen world, disease and disability are common. Besides those conditions that are caused by multiple inadequate nutrition, contact with a source of infection, lowered defenses, and even direct attack by Satan. Whatever the immediate cause of our illness, we can trace its original source to Satan, the author of all the evil in our world. The good news of the Gospel is that Jesus is more powerful that any devil or any disease. Jesus brings physical healing in this life, and when he returns he will put an end to all disease and disability forever.

19-22. Contrary to the general expectation among Jesus’ listeners which was that the Messiah would come as a great king and leader, freeing the nation from Rome and restoring Israel’s former glory. But Jesus tells them the parable of the mustard seed which has as its central teaching the growth and spread of the gospel throughout the world. Just as the tiny mustard seed becomes a giant tree, so the gospel, which begins slowly, will flourish in the end. The existence of the Christian church all around the globe, represents a partial fulfillment of this prophetic word. Again, faith as a grain of mustard seed; this seed was the smallest planted by the Jews of Jesus’ day, yet the bush grew to be eight to twelve feet high and birds made their nests in its branches. Surely the smallest amount of faith will be richly rewarded, for even small faith is real faith, and nothing shall be impossible, that is, “anything consonant with the will of God and sought for his glory is possible.”
For the second time Jesus was said to be intentionally going to Jerusalem. Jesus knew he was on his way to his death; for the same reason he told the people to, “Go and tell that fox, behold I cast out devils, and I do cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.” On the third day is when Jesus will be rising from the dead after being crucified.
Yeast, Leaven or Μαγιά in Greek, is generally used in an evil sense. It refers to (1) the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees (Matt. 16:6, 12); (2) ungodly professors of the true faith (1 Cor. 5:6, 7); (3) false teachers (Gal. 5:8, 9); and (4) malice, evil and witchcraft (1 Cor. 5:8). Leaven here suggests its silent permeating power that requires only a small amount in the dough to be effective. Leaven, or yeast, was generally forbidden in the Old Testament except for use with the-offerings (Lev. 7:13) and with the presentation of the first-fruits of wheat (Lev. 23:17). 
23-27. The question was directed to Jesus, “Lord are there few that be saved?” Jesus answered saying, “strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.” Salvation indeed is through a narrow door; it is through Jesus Christ alone, who is the door (John 10:7). There is no other door and no other way to eternal life. There are many substitutes and counterfeits to this door, but they all lead to darkness and everlasting separation from the true God Almighty. Jesus further explained that although many people know something about God, only a few have acknowledged their sins and accepted his forgiveness. Just listening to Jesus words or admiring his miracles is not enough; it is to turn from sin and trust in God to save us.
Finding salvation requires more concentrated effort than most people are willing to put forth. Obviously we cannot save ourselves and there is no way we can work ourselves into God’s favor. The work we must do “to enter in at the strait gate” is earnestly desiring to know Jesus and diligently striving to follow him whatever the cost. We dare not put off making this decision, because the door will not stay open forever. Today the door is still open, and if you will make haste and call to Jesus today, he will welcome you home into his Father’s Kingdom. But the day is coming said Jesus, “When he will rise up, and shut to the door.” What door? A door of distinction.  As to those that are filthy, shut the door upon them, and let them be filthy still; that those who are within may be kept within, that those who are holy may be holy still. The door is shut to separate between the precious and the vile, that sinners may no longer stand in the congregation of the righteous. Then you shall return, and discern betwixt them. A door of denial and exclusion. The door of mercy and grace has long stood open to them, but they would not come in by it, would not be beholden to the favor of that door; they hoped to climb up some other way, and to get to heaven by their own merits, and therefore when the Master of the house is risen up he will justly shut that door; let them not expect to enter by it, but let them take their own measures (Rev. 22:14, 15). The Kingdom of God will not necessarily be populated with the people we expect to find there. Some perfectly respectable religious leaders claiming allegiance to Jesus will not be there because secretly they were both spiritually and morally corrupt. 
God’s Kingdom will include people from every part of the world. Israel’s rejection of Jesus as Messiah would not stop God’s plan. True Israel includes all people who believe in God Almighty.  Luke made this an important fact in his gospel to the Gentile audience that “The stranger who live before The Lord in holiness shall be to Him as one born unto Jacob.” What matters to God is not one’s earthly popularity, status, wealth, heritage, or power, but one’s commitment to His Son Jesus Christ. How do your values match what the Bible tells us to value? To make heaven we must put God in the first place, and we will join the people from all over the world who will take their places in the Kingdom of heaven.
32-35. Here Jesus rebukes Herod and weeps over Jerusalem.  Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus, “Get thee out, and depart hence; for Herod will kill thee.”  Don't be fooled to think these Pharisees were trying to protect Jesus, they were actually trying to entrap him themselves. Jesus replied, saying unto them, “Go and tell that fox, behold I cast out devils, and I do cures today and tomorrow, and the third day I shall be perfected.” Jesus was not terrified by the thought that Herod sought his life. He speaks plainly and insulting when he calls Herod a fox. The term meant that Herod was a man of low cunning. He was insignificant when compared with someone of stature, greatness, and power. Jesus’ life, work and death were not to be determined by Herod or the Pharisees. His life was planned and directed by God himself, and his mission would unfold in God’s time according to God’s plan.   It is good for us to look upon the time we have before us as but a little, two or three days perhaps may be the utmost, that we may thereby be quickened to do the work of the day in its day. And it is a comfort to us, in reference to the power and malice of our enemies, that they can have no power to take us off as long as God has any work for us to do.
Jesus was focused on getting to Jerusalem, the city of God, symbolized the entire nation. It was Israel’s largest city and the nation’s spiritual and political capital, and Jews from around the world visited it frequently. But the inhabitants of Jerusalem had a history of rejecting God’s prophets (1 Kings 19:10; 2 Chron. 24:19; Jer. 2:30), and it would reject the Messiah just as it had rejected his forerunners. Jesus says, “It cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem,’’ that is, "anywhere but at Jerusalem.’’ If a true prophet was put to death, he was prosecuted as a false prophet. Now none undertook to try prophets, and to judge concerning them, but the great Sanhedrim, which always sat at Jerusalem; it was a cause which the inferior courts did not take cognizance of, and therefore, if a prophet be put to death, it must be at Jerusalem. Thus, Jesus’ lamentation for Jerusalem, and his denunciation of wrath against that city.  Here Luke tells us of Christ’s mentioning his being put to death at Jerusalem. The wickedness of persons and places that more eminently than others profess religion and relation to God is in a particular manner provoking and grieving to the Lord Jesus. He speaks pathetically of the sin and ruin of that holy city! O Jerusalem! Jerusalem!  Those that enjoy great plenty of the means of grace, if they are not profited by them, are often prejudiced against them. They that would not hearken to the prophets, nor welcome those whom God had sent to them, killed them, and stoned them. If men’s corruptions are not conquered, they are provoked.
The reason sinners are not protected and provided for by the Lord Jesus, as the chickens are by the hen, is because they will not: I would, I often would, and ye would not. Jesus Christ’s willingness aggravates sinners’ unwillingness, and leaves their blood upon their own heads. The house that Jesus Christ leaves is left desolate. The temple, though richly adorned, though greatly frequented, is yet desolate if Jesus Christ has deserted it. He leaves it to them; they had made an idol of it, and let them take it to themselves, and make their best of it, Jesus Christ will trouble it no more. Jesus Christ justly withdraws from those that drive him from them. They would not be gathered by him, and therefore, saith he, "You shall not see me, you shall not hear me, any more,’’ as Moses said to Pharaoh, when he forbade him his presence, (Ex. 10:28; Ex. 10:29). The judgment of the great day will effectually convince unbelievers that would not now be convinced: "Then you will say, Blessed is he that cometh,’’ that is, "you will be glad to be among those that say so, and will not see me to be the Messiah till then when it is too late.’’
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