Sabbath Sermon of August 11, 2012.
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Why People Called By God’s Name May Go Into Captivity 
Isaiah Chapter 5

In a recent prophecy by Prophetess Deborah Flint, I quote, “The Lord said, there is no escape from My judgment even for the people that are called by My name; except they repent and turn from their evil and perverted ways, and honor My Name and My Word faithfully.” 
Who are the people called by God’s name that is mentioned in this prophecy? Of course, they are those who claim to be Christians, especially those who have come to God through Jesus Christ. This includes people of all nations and tribes who have come to recognize the person of Jesus Christ as the Messiah and have accepted him as their Lord and savior; the only Son of the Almighty God. Why is this so? It is so, because Jesus said  “No one comes to the Father except by Me” (John 14:6-10), and whatever Jesus says, is what The Father told him to say (John 5:22,23,26; 6:44).
In Isaiah 5:1 we learn from the lesson of the vineyard that when God chooses a people, a person or a nation for a specific duty as he had created and chosen Israel, and in our time he had chosen America after Israel of old had failed for the spreading of the gospel; it shows that the nation was to bear fruit; to carry out his work, to uphold justice. Both Israel of old and America of our day did bear fruit, but they were sour and wild. 

5-12. God had erected protecting fences around Judah as he had done for America. This protection had not produced good vintage, so the fences will be destroyed and the grape arbors trampled down by cattle and sheep. Thus,” My glory has departed from America,” saith The Lord God Almighty. America without God’s defenses makes her future look very bleak.
The sourness and wildness of the fruit of the nation of Judah was the same as we see in America today; the people of the Lord’s chosen nation--his pleasant plant had failed to produce judgment, but instead they rewarded the unrighteous and punished the righteous.  In causes between man and man, might and money would at any time prevail against right and justice; and he who was ever so plainly in the wrong would with a small bribe carry the cause and recover the costs. In criminal causes, though the prisoner ever so plainly appeared to be guilty, yet for a reward they would acquit him; if he were innocent, yet if he did not fee them well, nay, if they were feed by the malicious prosecutor, or if they themselves had spleen against him, they would condemn him. The judgments described which these sins would bring upon them. Let not those expect to live easily who live thus wickedly; for the righteous God will take vengeance,

The Hebrew words for “justice” and “bloodshed” sound very much alike, as do those for “righteousness” and “cry.”  Jesus said, “By their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 7:20). My friends have you examined your own “fruit” lately? If you have, was it sweet or sour?
God condemns six sins: (1) exploiting others; (2) drunkenness; (3) taking pride in sin; (4) confusing moral standards; (5) being conceited; (6) perverting justice (Prov. 6:16-19).  Because of these sins, was Israel punished with destruction by Assyria.  Judah’s greed was repaid by God; and so will America’s greed and unrighteousness be repaid.  For except the inhabitants of a nation repent, its houses will go untenanted and its fields will yield little grain. The God of the whole earth will exercise retributive justice against a wicked people or nation.
Generally people wait until the end of a day’s work before they turn to alcohol and end up in drunken stupor. These sinners have made drinking their major business and start to imbibe from early morning to late night. Many of these drunkards will eventually die of hunger and thirst. Ironically, our pleasures, if they do not have God’s blessing—may destroy us. The truth remains that leaving God out of our lives allows sin to come in. God wants us to enjoy life, but at the same time He expects us to avoid those activities that could lead us away from him.
13-19. “Therefore my people are gone into captivity,” in other words, when we reject God, we become slaves to our sinful ways; this automatically places us in the hands of the adversary, an oppressor.  This happened to Israel and later Judah when they were exiled to Assyria and Babylon respectively. Before their exiles, there were parties with food and music, but in exile, there would be hunger, thirst, and death. These people brought judgment on themselves. Turning away from God exposes us to judgment. If you are wondering how God brings these judgments, you need to know that they were put in place before creation and they are automatically triggered by what we do in our lives on earth. Lucifer the first being to commit the sin of rebellion against God became Satan and was banished when his actions triggered God’s judgment.
Here in verse 14, hell is personified and described as a monster licking its chops with the expectancy of devouring the inhabitants of Jerusalem as we see all around us today. Because of so many sinful lifestyles and evil activities that are leading great number of people to hell, for this reason Hell has enlarged itself because of many that have gone into it and many more that are walking towards it. The nation’s heroes: the so called “honorable men or leaders,” would suffer the same humiliation as the common people who did not obey the Word of God. Why?  Because they lived by their own values rather than God’s.  
What could those self values be? Does “don’t ask don’t tell” sound familiar to you? Many of today’s media and sports heroes are idolized because of their ability to live as they please. My friends shouldn’t your heroes be those who defy the world in order to serve God, than those who defy God, to do as they wilt?

“Cart rope.” The figure is “like a bullock on a rope,” or “with cords of falsehood.”  Some people drag their sins around with them.  But their sins become a burden that wears them out. If you are dragging a cart load of sins, don’t you think it is time you give it up? Please hear the Word of God today, and give it up now before you find yourself worn out and useless. Call to Jesus today, he promises to take away your burden of sin and replace it with a purpose that is joy to fulfill--and everlasting life (Matt. 11:28-30).
20-24.When a people or a nation does not carefully observe the distinction between good and evil, destruction follows. It is easy for people to say, “No one can decide for anyone else what is really right or wrong.”  It is common for people to think getting drunk cannot hurt them, extra marital sex, fornication is not really adultery, or money does not control them. However, by making excuses for our actions, we break down the distinction between righteousness and unrighteousness. If we choose not to take Gods Word in the Bible as our standard, soon all moral choices appear fuzzy. Without God in our lives, we are headed for a breakdown and much suffering. Thus, the Satan’s great world council watchword, “We corrupt in order to control,” could not be more apparent.
Satan in his great world council of the 1700’s referred to America as “a Christian nation” in his speech to his adherents, saying that, I quote, “His special target was to be America, the only nation that professes to trust in God.”  But president Obama in his speech not too long ago, told the American people and the whole world, I quote, “We are no longer a Christian nation.”(1) In other words, we used to be a Christian nation, until he became the president. So the fact that he is now the president of the United States goes a long way to show that we have ceased from being a Christian nation. Because if we had not elected him to the office of the president, we would have probably proven to the whole world that despite our short-comings as a people, that we are still a Christian nation. We have all come to realize how successful Satan and his agenturs have been since this evil council for his angels and demons was convened to lay a master plan for the takeover of America and for the conversion of the world to his side.
25-30. God will lift up an ensign [like a flag that is flown] to strong pagan nations to punish his people, those called by His name; be it a people, a person or a nation if they will not repent from their evil works.  In this passage, this was in reference to Assyria and Babylon, who were used to punish both Israel and Judah respectively and in our time, the New World Order for America very soon if her people will not repent. When God designs the ruin of a provoking people. He can send a great way off for instruments to be employed in effecting it; he can raise forces from afar, and summon them from the end of the earth to attend his service. Those who know him not are made use of to fulfil his counsel, when, by reason of their distance, they can scarcely be supposed to have any ends of their own to serve. If God set up his standard, he can incline men’s hearts to enlist themselves under it, though perhaps they know not why or wherefore.  God need not sound a trumpet, nor beat a drum, to give them notice or to animate them; no, he does but hiss to them, or rather whistle to them, and that is enough; they hear that, and that puts courage into them. The people of Israel and Judah suffered because they threw out God’s Law. It is sad to see so many people today searching for meaning in life while tossing aside God’s Word. We can avoid the error of Israel and Judah by making reading the Bible a high priority in our lives.
The nations God will use to bring judgment against Judah and Jerusalem have bent bows and sharp arrows. Their horses’ hoofs and the chariots’ wheels are like the whirlwind. They roar like lions and growl as they consume their carcasses.  Light gives way to darkness and distress.  This passage describes what God said he would do if the people disobey (Deut. 28).  Assyria began to torment Israel during the reign of king Ahaz (735-715 B.C) This powerful aggressor destroyed the Northern Kingdom in 722 B.C and scattered the people throughout its own empire. Sin has consequences. Although this judgment was not immediate, eventually Israel was punished because she refused to adhere to God’s warning to repent of her sins. The destruction of Judah and her people taken into captivity to Babylon followed suite, because she like her sister refused to adhere to God’s warnings as well.
Sin weakens the strength, the root, of a people, so that they are easily rooted up; it defaces the beauty, the blossoms, of a people, and takes away the hopes of fruit. The sin of unfruitfulness is punished with the plague of unfruitfulness. Sinners make themselves as stubble and chaff, combustible matter, proper fuel to the fire of God’s wrath, which then of course devours and consumes them, as the fire devours the stubble, and nobody can hinder it, or cares to hinder it. Chaff is consumed, unhelped and unpitied.  How just the ruin will be: Because they have cast away the law of the Lord of hosts, and would not have him to reign over them; and, as the law of Moses was rejected and thrown off, so the Word of the Holy One of Israel by his servants the prophets, putting them in mind of his law and calling them to obedience, was despised and disregarded. God does not reject people for every transgression of his law and word; but, when his Word is despised and his law cast away, what can they expect but that God should utterly abandon them? (Job. 18:16).
That hand which had many a time been stretched out for them against their enemies is now stretched out against them at full length and in its full vigour; and who knows the power of his anger? Whether they are sensible of it or no, it is God that has smitten them, has blasted their vine and made it wither. The consequences and continuance of this ruin. When God comes forth in wrath against a people the hills tremble, fear seizes even their great men, who are strong and high, the earth shakes under men and is ready to sink and as this feels dreadful; what does more so than an earthquake? So what sight can be more frightful than the carcasses of people torn with dogs, or thrown as dung in the midst of the streets? 

My friends if you are reading this message today, and you have not accepted Jesus into your life, please call to Jesus today and ask him to forgive your sins and save you before it too late.
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries

Bible Online: http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
Reference:  Obama, “America no longer a Christian nation.”
1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=tmC3IevZiik
2. http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Hi-V_ilJu0w
