Sabbath Sermon of August 10, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Chika Flint, Bishop

The Descendants of Noah and Their Nations
Genesis Chapter 10

After the Flood the people of the nations descended from the children of Noah just as Noah’s family had descended from Adam and Eve, in some instances the descendants must be understood by their political rather than their national forebears. These are the generations of the sons of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Sons were born to them after the flood. The sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras. The sons of Gomer: Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah. The sons of Javan: Elishah, Tarshish, Kittim, and Dodanim. From these the coastland peoples spread in their lands, each with his own language, by their clans, in their nations, not races. The Canaanites were Semites and are listed as sons of Ham, for prior to Israel’s occupation of Canaan, it had been under the control of the Hamites, the peoples of northeast Africa. The Lydians of Asia Minor are Jephethites, not the Shemites. Lydia arose as a Neo-Hittite kingdom following the collapse of the Hittite Empire in the twelfth century BC. According to Greek sources, the original name of the Lydian kingdom was Maionia. The "Maiones" were renamed Lydians after their king, Lydus, son of Attis, in the mythical epoch that preceded the rise of the Heracleid dynasty.
Ancient archaeological data have made probable identification fairly certain in many instances. Madai are the Medes; Javan are the lonians or Greece; Ashkenazi probably refers to the Scythians; Elishah is likely an ancient name for the people of Cyprus; Tarshish is probably Spain or Sardina; Kittim, the people of Cyprus; Put; Cyrenaica of North African. Shinar, Babylon; Caphtorim, the Cretans, Heth, the Hittites, and Sheba, south-west Arabia, whose queen visited King Solomon. “Every one after his tongue”, that is, his language. This verse does not mean that the sons of Noah spoke different languages. It looks forward, rather, to the event of the tower of Babel, what is soon to occur and out of which God divide mankind into a variety of language groupings.

Cush fathered Nimrod who was the first on earth to be a mighty man, and he began to be a mighty one in the earth. Not much is known about Nimrod except that he was a mighty hunter against the Lord. But people with great gifts can become proud, and that is probably what happened to Nimrod. The beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. He was the founder of the great, godless Babylonian Empire.
In the post-Flood genealogical records of Genesis 10, we note that the sons of Ham were: Cush, Mizraim, Put and Canaan. Mizraim became the Egyptians. Put is the Libyans. And it is obvious who the Canaanites were. Cush lived in the "land of Shinar," which most scholars consider to be Sumer. There they developed the first civilization after the Flood. The sons of Shem -- the Semites -- were also mixed, to some extent, with the Sumerians. The Scripture tells us that Abraham was called out of Ur which was in Sumer which was the land of his nativity of the Chaldees (Genesis 11 verses 27- 31.
We believe that Sumerian Kish, the first city established in Mesopotamia after the Flood, took its name from the man known in the Bible as Cush. The first kingdom established after the Flood was Kish, and the name "Kish" appears often on clay tablets. The early post-Flood Sumerian king lists (not found in the Bible) say that "kingship descended from heaven to Kish" after the Flood. The Hebrew name "Cush" was much later moved to present-day Ethiopia as migrations took place from Mesopotamia to other places.
The Sumerians, very early, developed a religio-politico state which was extremely binding on all who lived in it except for the rulers, who were a law unto themselves. This system was to influence the Ancient Near East for over 3000 years. Other cultures which followed the Sumerian system were Accad, Babylon, Assyria, and Persia, which became the basis of Greece and Rome's system of rule. Founded by Cush, the Sumerians were very important historically and Biblically.

Was "Nimrod" Godly or Evil, and what does the name Nimrod mean? It comes from the Hebrew verb marad, meaning "rebel." Adding an "n" before the "m" it becomes an infinitive construct. The meaning then is “The Rebel.” Thus “Nimrod” may not be the character’s name at all. It is more likely a derisive term of a type, a representative, of a system that is epitomized in rebellion against the Creator, the one true God. Rebellion began soon after the Flood as civilizations were restored. At that time this person became very prominent.
In Genesis 10 verses 8-11 we learn that “Nimrod” established a kingdom. Therefore, one would expect to find also, in the literature of the ancient Near East, a person who was a type, or example, for other people to follow. And there was. It is a well-known tale, common in Sumerian literature, of a man who fits the description. In addition to the Sumerians, the Babylonians wrote about this person; the Assyrians likewise; and the Hittites. Even in Palestine, tablets have been found with this man’s name on them. He was obviously the most popular hero in the Ancient Near East. Hence, if the expression “a mighty hunter” relates primarily to hunting in the literal sense, we must add to the literal meaning the figurative signification of a “hunter of men” (a trapper of men by stratagem and force); Nimrod the hunter became a tyrant, a powerful hunter of men.
“In the face of God” can only mean “in defiance of God,” and the proverb must have arisen when other daring and rebellious men followed in Nimrod’s footsteps and must have originated with those who saw in such conduct an act of rebellion against the God of salvation, in other words, with the possessors of the divine promise of grace.   

After the Flood there was, at some point, a breakaway from God. Only eight people descended from the Ark. Those people worshipped God. But at some point an influential person became opposed to God and gathered others to his side. No doubt, Nimrod is the one who did it. Cain had done similarly before the Flood, founding a new city and religious system. The very first rebellion against our creator started in Ancient Babylon with Nimrod and his mother who was also his wife. His family devised a new religion that would replace the worship of Jehovah God with a “nameless” lord syndrome that would eventually encompass the entire world of mankind.  Even down to this day, the earth is still held tightly in the religious mysteries of Nimrod and his Babylonian rebellion.

The Dual godhead of Nimrod and Tammuz and the trinity delusions of the Babylonian gods have remained in all religions of the world.  A brief look at all the religious holidays observed today and in the past – can all be traced to Nimrod and Semiramis of Ancient Babylon. “Babylonian religion invaded the whole world and is the basis for every system of idolatry... The world’s major religions can be traced back to ancient Babylon...Nimrod was the human “father” of all false religion.”
“Nimrod, who built Babel or Babylon in the land of Shinar, instituted a pagan worship system that rejected the Lord God Jehovah.” “Much of the Babylonian worship was carried on through mysterious symbols – thus it was called the “Mystery” religion.  This system of idolatry spread from Babylon to the nations, for it was from this location that men were scattered over the face of the earth (Genesis 11 verse 9). As they went from Babylon, they took their occult worship and its various mystery symbols with them.”  “Nimrod’s religion is identified in scripture with Satan – Isaiah Chapter 14 and in Revelation Chapters 17-18.” “Nimrod, and his wife, Semiramis, were the prototypes for all gods and goddesses that permeated all subsequent cultures and societies.” 
“Satan worship could not be done openly because of its filth, and of the many who still believed in the true God of Noah.  So a mystery religion began at Babel where Satan could be worshipped in secret.”  “In ancient days Satan seemed to make Babylon the capital of his evil operation.  From this headquarters was started false religion.”  “There in ancient Babylon were born the false beliefs that have wormed their way into every religion, except true Christianity which of course, is not a religion. Even today people are not aware that their manner of worship follows very closely that of ancient idol worship and pagan rites that begun at Babel.  People today, calling themselves Christians, keep the Babylonian festivals of the Solstice at Christmas and of Easter.”  
In October 539 BCE, the Median king Darius took Babylon, in fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 5), the ancient capital of an oriental empire covering modern Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, and Israel. Babylon was destroyed by the Medes and Persians in the 5th century B.C. and as a result, the priests of the ancient Chaldean Mysteries moved from Babylon to the city of Pergamum. Apostle John identified this city as the city of Satan’s Seat in Revelation 3 verses 12-13. Now it is imperative to realize that Satan is not omnipresent, as God is, and can only be situated in one domicile at a time. Pergamum represents his locale for logistical satanic operations during the time that John wrote the book of Revelations. 

Rome acquired the city of Pergamum from Greece by decree of Attalus III when he died and bequeathed his kingdom to Rome’s Caesar. Thus the foundation was laid for Rome to eventually evolve into the religious institution predominated by the ancient Babylon styled Mysteries religious system. The ancient Babylonian chief priest had carried the title of “Pontifex Maximus”, and that title had been transferred to Pergamum, and then on to Rome, when Julius Caesar acquired the title by acquiring the throne of Roman civil and religious offices. Caesar appeared in official functions dressed in a robe of scarlet and carrying the keys of Janus and Cybele. It is the very decor that the Popes would array themselves in, when Emperor Constantine combined the secular office of Caesar and the chair of the Bishop of Rome. 

 “Shinar is the land where Nimrod built his five cities, of which Babylon was the capital. Babylon continued to be the seat of pagan ‘hate for Jehovah’ from Nimrod onward.” “Nimrod, who began to prevail in wickedness, for he shed innocent blood, and rebelled against Jehovah.” “As the people increased in number, the Way of Jehovah was corrupted and a principal figure of rebellion in those days was Nimrod, who was described as a mighty hunter before Jehovah. The word ‘before’ used in this sense means, ‘totally antagonistic to Jehovah.”  “Thus from Babylon there emerged the entire complex of human “religions”.  All the various gods and goddesses of Rome, Greece, India, Egypt, and other nations can be identified with corresponding gods from Babel.”  “His name is Nimrod, It means ‘the rebel,’ and is evidently meant to designate the nature of the man. He was the first specimen of giant tyranny after the flood.  His Defiance of Jehovah was perpetrated in wickedness and ambition under the very eye of Jehovah. Nimrod’s assumptions were religious as well as political. His awful greatness was of ambitious rebellion, apostasy and defiance of Jehovah. And as it was Babel that was the beginning of his empire, so is ‘Babylon the great’ its consummation and close.”
“The whoredoms of all perverted Christian religionists are still in essence the same old harlotry which first found place and embodiment on the banks of the Euphrates. It is the same old Babylon, and her harlot daughters...intoxicating the inhabitants thereof out of the wine of her fornication.” Nimrod’s rebellion was an organized revolt against Jehovah God.  From this point onward “Babylon” in Scripture always stands for that which is in opposition to God.”  “The whole picture seems to indicate a slow change over from the worship of Jehovah, derived originally from Adam, Seth, Noah, Abraham and Isaac...to an exaltation of Nimrod or “Baal” was a generic term for “lord” and it encompassed many gods fashioned after Nimrod.” This is the more reason we cannot assume that every religious people around us truly know Jesus or understand the importance of faith in him. The teachings of Jesus in the Bible are the only thing that can faithfully attest to the true faith in God Almighty.
The Garden of Eden was in Southern Iraq, not far from where Nimrod, under Satan’s motivation, built Babel, which was the beginning of Babylon. The Babylonian spirit is invading the world through it agents. Its influence is breathtaking...and spreading its idea to the entire world. There is no other proper description of Babel and the evil intent of this first expression of false religion.” “Later, the Roman Empire assimilated into its system the gods and religions of the countries over which it ruled. Since Babylon was the source of this paganism, we can easily see how Rome’s early religion was a form of Babylonish worship, which she has continued to passed on to the people of world through her Roman church.”
When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, he set the bounds of the people according to the number of the children of Israel. By this account it appears that the posterity of Canaan were numerous, and rich, and very pleasantly situated; and yet Canaan was under a curse, a divine curse, and not a curse causeless. This seemed to be in sharp contrast to the prophecy of Noah, that Ham's descendants would be servants to Shem and Japheth. Nimrod built and apparently ruled the first great city after the Flood, Babylon. Afterward he extended his rule into Assyria and built Nineveh, Rehoboth and Calah. Nimrod was the first world ruler. But those that are under the curse of God may yet perhaps thrive and prosper greatly in this world; for we cannot know love or hatred, the blessing or the curse, by what is before us, but by what is within us, (Ecclesiastes 9 verse 1). The curse of God always works really and always terribly: but perhaps it is a secret curse, a curse to the soul, and does not work visibly, or a slow curse, and does not work immediately; but sinners are by it reserved for, and bound over to, a day of wrath. Canaan here has a better land than either Shem or Japheth, and yet they have a better lot, for they inherit the blessing.

21-24. Two things especially are observable in this account of the posterity of Shem: The description of Shem is given in verse 21. We have not only his name, Shem, which signifies a name, but two titles to distinguish him by: (1). He was the father of all the children of Eber. Eber was his great grandson; but why should he be called the father of all his children, rather than of all Arphaxad’s, or Salah’s, etc.? Probably because Abraham and his seed, God’s covenant-people, not only descended from Heber, but from him were called Hebrews; Genesis 14 verse 13, Abram the Hebrew. Apostle Paul looked upon it as his privilege that he was a Hebrew of the Hebrews, (Philippians 3 verse 5). Eber himself, was a man eminent for his faith in God in a time of general apostasy, and a great example of piety to his family; and, the holy tongue being commonly called from him the Hebrew, it is probable that he retained it in his family, in the confusion of Babel, as a special token of God’s favor to him; and from him the professors of faith in God were called the children of Eber, as children of Seth were called sons of God.
25-32. It is Shem’s honor that he was the father of the Hebrews; but, lest Japheth’s seed should therefore be looked upon as for ever shut out from the house of God. We are here reminded that he was the brother of Japheth, not in birth only, but in blessing; for Japheth was to dwell in the tents of Shem.  The Generations Japhet being the Gentile nations, here we learn that in Jesus Christ shall they be grafted into the promise God made to Abraham (Isaiah 42 verse 1; Luke 3 verse 22). Those are brethren in the best manner that are so by grace, and that meet in the covenant of God and in the communion of saints. God, in dispensing his grace, does not go by seniority, but the younger sometimes gets the start of the elder in coming into the house of God; so the last shall be first and the first last.  The reason of the name of Peleg, was because in his days that is, about the time of his birth, when his name was given him, was the earth divided among the children of men that were to inhabit it; either when Noah divided it by an orderly distribution of it, as Joshua divided the land of Canaan by lot, or when, upon their refusal to comply with that division, God, in justice, divided them by the confusion of tongues. 
However, some have said that Peleg's name comes from the root word "palag", which means to split (literally or figuratively) "to divide". The form or the word, "Peleg", used here means "earthquake". Whichsoever of these was the occasion, pious Heber saw cause to perpetuate the remembrance of it in the name of his son. Chapter 10 concludes saying that these are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations in their nations. In Acts 17 verse 27-28 we read that “God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitations, that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after Him, and find him, though he be not far from ever one of us.” 
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