Sabbath Sermon of April 7, 2012

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

The Passover and the Symbolism of the Last Supper

Exodus Chapter 12

The Last Supper describes the Passover meal as adopted by the Christians from what Jesus said to his disciples the night of their Passover Meal (Mark 14:25). It was Jesus’ last Passover meal on earth before his crucifixion and resurrection. The Last Supper is actually the Passover Feast of The Lord; it is one of the appointed days of The Lord (Leviticus. 23:4). The Passover meal which took place hours before the Lord’s crucifixion—is celebrated today in Hebrew as a Seder (Passover observance). Passover is also the Feast of the New Year: “And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, this month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you.” (Exodus 12:1, 2).  God ordained that the calendar year should start with the month of Nisan not on January 1st, which in the pagan calendar, is equivalent to the latter part of March and first part of April. Previously, the feast’s symbols had only pointed back to the Hebrews’ redemption from Egypt. But that Tuesday night having been crucified on a Wednesday, Jesus revealed the messianic significance of two symbols: bread and wine.
In a Seder, a cloth bag with separate compartments holds three sheets of matzoh, or unleavened bread. The middle matzoh is removed and split. One half is broken and distributed; the other is wrapped in a linen cloth, hidden, and bought back after it is found (Mark 15:46). Breaking the bread, Jesus said, “Take, eat; this is My body” (Matthew 26:26). In Scripture, leaven symbolizes sin, so bread without yeast symbolizes holy God. In the divided bag, matzohs are unified yet distinct—a picture of the Trinity. The middle bread signifies the Son, who left His Father’s side to dwell among us (Galatians 4:4) and was broken for mankind (Isaiah 53:5), wrapped in a burial cloth (Matthew 27:59; Mark 15:46), hidden in a tomb (Matt. 27: 60), and resurrected (Matt. 28:6). Our redemption was, indeed, costly (1 Corinthians 6:20).
Wine, the other symbol Jesus highlighted, is poured four times at a Seder. Hebrew scholars believe it is the third of the four cups—known as the cup of redemption—that Jesus called “My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins” (Matt. 26:27-28). So, when speaking about Jesus, we must follow His example of bringing people to himself in their understanding of the Word of God and then leading them to deeper awareness. And as you eat the Passover or as you take your next Communion, look back on what Christ did for you, look forward to His return, and remember He is our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7).

5-13. The sacrifice lamb had to be perfect and its blood was offered as atonement for sin. The lamb was to be selected after examination four days before the Passover, and on the fourteenth day the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. The meal must be eaten inside the house under the protection of the lamb’s blood markings on the door posts and on the lintel. The lamb was a substitute for the offerer. So, Jesus Christ, the perfect Lamb of God, offered his own blood as our substitute. He delivered Israel from her Egyptian oppressor, and has delivered us all from our sins.
“With the purtenance thereof,” i.e., “its inner parts; every part of the lamb was to be roasted. On the Passover night the angel of death swept through all of Egypt. “And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you,” saith The Lord.  It had respect only for those houses on whose lintels and over whose doors posts blood had been sprinkled. The characters and works of those inside had nothing to do with the saving efficacy of the sprinkled blood. It was the blood alone for those who obeyed the command and for which the angel of death had regard. Jesus Christ is our perfect sacrifice, and it is only His blood that can save. His applied blood makes the unrighteous righteous and their sins are forgiven (Romans 3:23; 1 Peter 1:18, 19).
Dreadful work was done this night in Egypt; all the first-born both of man and beast were slain, and judgment executed upon the gods of Egypt (Numbers 33:4). The idols which the Egyptians worshipped were destroyed, those of metal melted, those of wood consumed, and those of stone broken to pieces, whence Jethro infers in Numbers 18:11 saying, “The Lord is greater than all gods.” The same angel that destroyed their first-born demolished their idols, which were no less dear to them. It could be that the number of the male first-born of the Egyptians killed this night as the angel of The Lord went throughout the land corresponded to the number of the male children of Israelites killed in Egypt during their stay; one of their mistreatments being the reason for which Moses was hidden in a floating basket (Exodus 1: 15-22).
For the protection of Israel from this plague they were ordered to sprinkle the blood of the lamb upon the door-posts, their doing which would be accepted as an instance of their faith in the divine warnings and their obedience to the divine precepts. If in times of common calamity God will secure his own people, and set a mark upon them; they shall be hidden either in heaven or under heaven, preserved either from the stroke of judgments or at least from the sting of them. The blood of sprinkling is the saint’s security in times of common calamity; it is this that marks them for God, pacifies conscience, and gives them boldness of access to the throne of grace (Hebrews 10:19), and so becomes a wall of protection around them and a wall of partition between them and the children of this world. 
14-30. “Ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your generation.” This the Jews still continue to do, while the Christians who should benefit most from the Passover feast, have allowed themselves to be deceived into believing that the Passover Feast is a Jewish festival of which Christians are not allowed to celebrate. In the place of the Passover Feast of the Lord, the so called Christians have been deceived into observing the Sunday sunrise pagan god worship service that has no place in the Scripture or in God’s plan of redemption.  The Hebrew families have a ceremonial meal and offer their worship to commemorate what happened in Egypt as their ancestors prepared for the exodus. For seven days no leaven is to be found in any home, and no leaven is to be eaten (Ex. 12:15). They give thanks to God for saving their ancestors from death and bringing them out of a land of slavery and sin.

Today Christians read from the New Testament how The Lord Jesus celebrated an early Passover Feast, before giving his life for them. But as strange as it may seem, instead of following the footsteps of Jesus to celebrate the Feasts that was designed to teach them of what God had done to deliver them from their condemnation and slavery from their oppressor the devil, we find most Christians still debating whether it is the right thing to do to observe the Feasts of the Lord and his Sabbaths. Believers today have experienced a day of deliverance as well—the day we were delivered from spiritual death and slavery to sin. The Lord’s Supper is our “Passover remembrance” of our new life and freedom from sin. The next time struggles and trials come your way, focus on how God has delivered you in the past and on his promises of new life with him.
The Feast of the unleavened bread. This feast must be distinguished from the Passover, although they are closely connected. The Passover is celebrated on the fourteenth day of the first month in God’s calendar, the Hebrew month of Abib; the feast of the unleavened bread begins on the fifteenth day and lasted for seven days. Thus they constitute a double celebration, as do the Day of Atonement and the feast of Tabernacles.  The Passover could not be celebrated the same way after the Holy of Holies was gone, for there would be no mercy-seat on which to sprinkle the blood of bulls and goats according to the prescribed ritual. The observance, however, continues among many Israelites who celebrate the Seder in their homes or communities to commemorate the exodus from Egypt, and yet these are without the slightest understanding that everything they do in a Seder (Passover Observance) is all about the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Every firstborn child of the Egyptians died, but the Israelite children were spared because the blood of the lamb had been placed on their lintels and door-posts. So begins the story of redemption, the central theme in the Bible. Redemption means “to buy back” or to “save from captivity by paying a ransom.” One way to buy back a slave is to offer an equivalent or superior slave in exchange. That is the way God chose to buy us back, he offered his Son in exchange for us.  In Old Testament times, God accepted symbolic offerings. Jesus had not yet been sacrificed, so God accepted the life of an animal in place of the life of the sinner. When Jesus came, he substituted his perfect life for our sinful lives, accepting the penalty of sin that we deserve. Thus he redeemed us from the power of sin and restored us to God. Jesus sacrifice made animal sacrifice no longer necessary.
31-39. We all need to recognize that if we want to be freed from the deadly consequences of our sins, a tremendous price must be paid. But we don’t have to pay it, because Jesus Christ our substitute has already redeemed us by his death on the cross. Our part is to trust him and accept his gift of eternal life and keep his commandments. Our sins have been paid for, and the way has been cleared for us to begin a relationship with God (Titus 2:14; Hebrews 9:13-15; 23-26).
The total number of people leaving Egypt is estimated to have been about two million. The “mixed multitude” may have been Egyptians, Ethiopians and others who were drawn to the Hebrews by God’s mighty works and who decided to leave Egypt with them. The people baked unleavened cakes or bread of the dough which they brought with them; it was not leavened because of the haste at which they had to leave, and they had no time to prepare for themselves any victual. But God had already told Moses that the people will have to eat unleavened bread.
40-51. There has been all kinds of explanations for the 430 years spoken of here. Of the date of this great event: it was just 430 years from the promise made to Abraham as apostle Paul explains it in Galatians. 3:17; at his first coming into Canaan, during all which time the children of Israel, that is, the Hebrews, the distinguished chosen seed, were sojourners in a land that was not theirs, either Canaan or Egypt. So long the promise God made to Abraham of a settlement lay dormant and unfulfilled, but now, at length, it revived, and things began to work towards the accomplishment of it.  The first day of the march of Abraham’s seed towards Canaan was just 430 years (it should seem to a day) from the promise made to Abraham, Genesis 12:2, “I will make of thee a great nation.”
Regarding slaves who were bought with money, the instruction was for the slave to be first circumcised before they are allowed to eat the Passover. As for a foreigner, i.e., those that are strangers to the knowledge of the God of Israel, and for all hired persons or employees who do not believe or have not been taught in the way of The Lord as in our day, these should not be allowed to eat the Passover for their own sakes as Paul explains it in 1 Cor. 11: 28-30. However, if anyone who comes in contact with the people of God, and in sincerity desires to eat the Passover or the communion, they and their house must have their hearts circumcised before they can eat the Passover or the communion; for it is The Lord’s Feast (Romans 2:25-29; Exodus 12:48, 49). 
There is the early indication of God’s favor to the poor Gentiles that the stranger, if his or her heart is circumcised by the Word of God, stands upon the same level with the home-born Israelite (John 10:15, 16). One Shepherd and One law for both, (John 10:14, 17; Exodus. 12: 49). This was mortification to the Jew, and taught them that it was their dedication to God, not their descent from Abraham, that entitled them to their privileges. A sincere proselyte was as welcome to eat the Passover as a native Israelite, (Isaiah. 56: 6, 7). In one house shall it be eaten (v. 46), for good-fellowship sake, that they might rejoice together, and edify one another in the eating of it. None of it must be carried to another place, nor left to another time; for God would not have them so taken up with care about their departure as to be indisposed to take the comfort of it, but to leave Egypt, and enter upon a wilderness, with cheerfulness, and, in token of that, to eat a good hearty meal. No bone of the Passover lamb was to be broken. According to John 19:36, this scripture was used to describe the condition of Jesus’ body after the crucifixion—not one of whose bones was broken. Thus, Jesus fulfilled the type—he was the true Passover Lamb. The papists’ carrying their consecrated Babylonian host from house to house is not only superstitious in itself, but contrary to this typical law of the Passover, in which The Lord directed that no part of the lamb should be carried abroad (Exodus 12: 46). 
Exodus chapter 12 concludes with a repetition of the whole matter, that the children of Israel did as they were bidden, and God did for them as he promised (v. 50, v. 51); for he will certainly be the author of salvation to those that obey him.
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