Sabbath Sermon of April 6, 2013

By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

Jesus’ Departure: The Comforter’s Coming and Ministry

John Chapter 16

Jesus having spoken to his disciples in chapter 15 about the world’s hatred and persecution of themselves and future believers, continues to tell them that he said those things to them so they do not become offended should they experience these things in their lives as his disciples and for ourselves who believe. He told them where, when and why he was going away, and assured them they would not be left alone, but that the Holy Spirit would come. He knew what lay ahead, and he did not want their faith shaken or destroyed. God wants you as a Christian to know you are not alone. You have the Holy Spirit to comfort you, teach you truth, and help you. 
One of the fulfillments of this prediction happened when Stephen was expelled from the synagogue and stoned to death (Acts 7 verses 57 to 60). Saul who later became Apostle Paul, was one of those who under the authority of the High Priest, went through the land persecuting and arresting Christians (Acts 9 verses 1 and 2). Jesus warned his disciples that most of the people who would persecute the Church would honestly believe they are doing service to God, like Saul did before he met Jesus, but not realizing that they are really doing the devil’s bidding against the Kingdom of God. These people will do these things against believers and the church, because they do not know the Father who sent Jesus to give the world his message of salvation. 

Although the disciples had asked Jesus about his death, they had never wondered about its meaning. They seemed to be more concerned about themselves, if Jesus went, what would become of them? But unless Jesus did what he came to do, there would be no Gospel. If he did not die, he could not remove our sins; he could not rise again and defeat death. If he did not go back to the Father, the Holy Spirit would not come. Jesus Christ’s presence on earth was limited to one place at a time. He leaving means he could be present to the whole world through the Holy Spirit. After the Holy Spirit is Come, the worship of God under the gospel, shall no longer be  appropriated to any place, as it was under the law, but it will be God’s will that people pray every where. (John 4 verses 21, and 23; 1 Timothy 2 verse 8; Mal. 1 verse 11). In other words, God will hear our prayers where ever we are.
7-11. Jesus said to his disciples, “It is expedient for you that I go away.” This refers to the ascension which was necessary in order for Jesus to make possible the coming of the Holy Spirit, fulfill his own prophetic word, make possible the further work of Jesus to prepare a place for his people and to intercede for them, enter the holy place in heaven with his blood to secure eternal redemption. The Holy Spirit could not come until the work of Jesus was completed on earth. Jesus had to die, rise again, ascend into heaven, and be seated at the right hand of the Father. This would signify that his atoning word was not only complete but was completely satisfying to the demands of divine justice. Only then could the age of the Holy Spirit as the vice-regent of Jesus Christ on earth commence, in which age we are living because of the day of the Pentecost (Acts 2).
When he the Holy Spirit comes, he will reprove or convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment. Sin consists in the refusal to accept Jesus Christ and his message. Righteousness by the Spirit indicates that Jesus’ death was not a defeat but a victory. Jesus returned to the Father, who vindicated his mission and accepted what the Son had done. The Spirit’s judgment indicates that the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ constitute the basis on which God condemned the ruler of this world’s darkness (John 3: 16 to 18). If the life of Jesus, his death and resurrection have been witnessed to you, or you have read or heard about it in any way, then you are judged by the Holy Spirit based on the choices you make regarding what you read or heard; to reject or to accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior.
12-22. The revelation of God is progressive. Jesus told his disciples many things not revealed or rather sealed in the Old Testament. He also left untold some things that were to be unsealed and revealed by the Holy Spirit after his ascension. He pre-authenticated the New Testament, “The Holy Spirit shall guide you into all truth, for he will not be presenting his own ideas, but will be passing on to you what he has heard from Jesus Christ. The truth into which the Holy Spirit guides us is the truth about Jesus Christ.  
Jesus said the Holy Spirit would show them “things to come,” the nature of their mission, the opposition they would face, and the final outcome of their efforts. They did not fully understand these promises until the Holy Spirit came after Jesus’ death and resurrection. The Holy Spirit revealed truths to the disciples that they wrote down in the books that now form the New Testament. We await the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the time in heaven when we will know more than we know now.
Jesus introduces the ministry of the Holy Spirit. Among the works performed by the Holy Spirit are the following: (1) he exalts Jesus Christ; (2) he convicts men and women of sin; (3) He regenerates people; (4) he indwells the hearts of all believers and produces his fruit in their lives; (5) he seals believers or marks them; (6) he leads and guides believers; (7) he prompts believers to worship for they are “to pray” in the power of the Holy Spirit; (8) he empowers believers for testimony; (9) he enables believers to understand and discern what is taught in Scripture; he quickens and gives to believers’ dead bodies in the resurrection (Romans 6 verse 11).
23-29. “Ye shall ask in my name, that is, “then you will present your petition over my signature.” Jesus was referring to his death, now only a few hours away, and his resurrection three days later. What a contrast between the disciples and the world. The world rejoiced as the disciples wept, but they would see him again in three days, and rejoice. The world’s values are often the opposite of God’s values. This can cause Christians to feel like misfits. But even if life is difficult now, one day we will rejoice. Believers ought to keep their eyes on the future and on God’s promises.

Jesus was talking about how his death on the cross would make a personal relationship with God available to us. When we confess our sin, God declares us righteous and delivers us from judgment for our sins. Previously, people approached God through priests. After Jesus’ resurrection, any believer could approach God directly. A new day has dawned and now all believers are priests talking with God personally and directly (Hebrews 10 verses 19 to 23). Today, we approach God, not because of our own merit, but because Jesus, our great High Priest, has made us acceptable to God.
30-33. The disciples believed Jesus’ words and so should Christians, because the disciples before us were convinced he knew everything; although their belief was only a first step toward the great faith they would receive when the Holy Spirit comes to dwell in them. Jesus promised that his followers would suffer persecution. Why God permits suffering and allows tribulation should not be a deep mystery as some have said. The Book of Job deals with the question more fully than any other book. For the believer there are three kinds of afflictions that need to be understood: (1) some things happen to us simply because we are human, such as sickness, bereavement, death, and the like; (2) some trials come from Satan by God’s permission; (3) some trials and troubles are sometimes allowed by God to purify his people and to conform them to the image of Jesus his Son. It is not always clear to us from which source a problem may have come. Therefore, believers should be careful not to attribute to God, or to Satan, things that happen because of their own follies and faults. 
Jesus here comforts his disciples on two things with an assurance that, though he was leaving the world, he was returning to his Father, from whom he came fort; here we have, a plain declaration of Jesus Christ’s mission from the Father, and his return to him. “I came forth from the Father, and am come, as you see, into the world. Again, I leave the world, as you will see shortly, and go to the Father.” This is the conclusion of the whole matter. There was nothing he had more inculcated upon them than these two things—whence he came, and whither he went, the Alpha and Omega of the mystery of godliness (1 Timothy 3 verse 16), that the Redeemer, in his entrance, was God manifest in the flesh, and in his exit was received up into glory. These two great truths are here, contracted, and put into a few words.

Finally, Jesus comforts his disciples with a promise of peace in him, by virtue of his victory over the world, whatever troubles they might meet with in it. "These things have I spoken, that in me you might have peace; and if you have it not in me you will not have it at all, for in the world you shall have tribulation; you must expect no other, and yet may cheer up yourselves, for I have overcome the world.’’ The end Jesus aimed at in preaching this farewell sermon to his disciples: That in him they might have peace. Jesus said all this to them that by enjoying him they might have the best enjoyment of themselves. It is the will of Jesus Christ that his followers should have peace within, whatever their troubles may be without. Peace in Christ is the only true peace, and in him alone believers have it, for this man Jesus shall be the peace, (Isa. 9 verse 6 and 7; Micah. 5 verse 5). Through him we have peace with God, and so in him we have peace in our own minds. The word of Jesus aims at this, that in him we may have peace, and have it more abundantly.
Holy Spirit Advantage Prophetic Ministries®

Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
HSAPM Radio on Shoutcast
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
