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Pilate Scourges Jesus and Gives Him to be Crucified

John Chapter 19

In the previous chapter Jesus was taken to both Annas and Caiaphas. Unknown to them at the time the reason Jesus was presented to them, beside their earnest desire to see the prey, was because as high priests, it was their duty to examine the sacrifice which was that day to be offered, whether it was without blemish; so, there was a significancy in it, that Jesus Christ, the great sacrifice, was presented to both high priests; and sent away bound, as approved and ready for the altar. Jesus conducted himself under his sufferings so as to make it appear that he did not suffer as an evil-doer; for, though he was oppressed and afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth, no, not so much as to plead his own innocency, but freely offered himself to suffer and die for us, and objected nothing against it. This takes away the scandal of the cross, that he voluntarily submitted to it, for great and holy ends (Isaiah 53 verse 7). Finally, Pilate examined him and found no fault in him. But for Pilate to be politically correct, he had to scourge him which was a dreadful punishment. The Romans normally used a scourge weighted by pieces of bone and metal. Some victims died during scourging.  To some it was worse than death itself. Jesus was scourged, then forced to carry his cross, and at last fastened to the cross to die. His suffering was such that it can only bring tears to those who know him as the Lord of glory. 

To grasp the full picture of Jesus’ crucifixion, we should also read the accounts in the other three Gospels: Matthew chapter 27, Mark chapter 15 and Luke chapter 23. Each of these writers adds meaningful details, but each has the same message; the message that Jesus died on the cross, in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, so that we could be saved from our sins and have eternal life. At the judgment of Jesus before Pilate, the truth finally came out; the religious leaders had not brought Jesus to Pilate because he was a malefactor, that is, someone causing rebellion against Rome, but because they thought he had broken their Talmudic laws. Blasphemy, one of the most serious crimes in Talmudic law, deserved the death penalty. Accusing Jesus of blasphemy would give credibility to their case in the eyes of the Judeans; accusing Jesus of treason would give credibility to their case in the eyes of the Romans. They did not care which accusation Pilate listened to, as long as he would cooperate with them in killing Jesus. Of course, the Talmud teaches that a Jew may lie to a gentile, and Pilate was a gentile.
10-16.   Pilate was disturbed that Jesus refused to answer his question; it appeared to be an affront to him who had great power and was accustomed to having people answer him quickly. Jesus silence fulfilled the words of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 53 verse 7). But Jesus was truthful to him in every way.  Pilate appeared to recognize the obvious plot against Jesus.  If he thought that Jesus was innocent as Pilate himself said that he finds no fault in him, why would anyone think that Jesus ought to make his own defense to help Pilate acquit him? But Jesus would not and could not do this, for he had come to die for our sins by the commandment of the Father. Boastfully and arrogantly Pilate asks Jesus a question, “Knowest thou not that I have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?  Jesus’ reply should have shaken him to his depths; for he plainly says that no one has authority or power except it be given to him by God. Every king or tyrant must pass muster under a higher law, which says, “We can do justly.”  Jesus remained unmoved. It was really Pilate and the religious leaders who were on trial, not Jesus. As believers when we are questioned or ridiculed because of our faith in Jesus, we must remember that while we may be on trial before our accusers, they are on trial before God.
“He that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.” In fulfillment of Scripture, Caiaphas was the high priest under whose direction the Judeans “handed over” Jesus to Pilate. If so, Caiaphas was responsible for Jesus’ arrest and condemnation just as Flavius says in his book “The Antiquities of the Jews,“ and in fulfillment of Jesus prediction and the prophets (Isaiah 53; Daniel 9 verses 24 to 27; Luke 18 verses 31 to 33). The judgment seat is a place that is called the pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha, that is, the judgment bench on the stone-paved platform.” However, when Jesus said the man who delivered him to Pilate was guiltier than Pilate, he was not excusing Pilate for reacting to the political pressure placed on him. Although he washed his hands, the guilt remained. Pilate was responsible for his decision about Jesus. Washing your hands of a tough situation does not cancel your guilt. Caiaphas and the other religious leaders were guilty of a greater sin because they premeditated Jesus murder. The Pharisaic religious leaders were so desperate to get rid of Jesus that despite their intense hatred for Rome, they shouted, “We have no king but Caesar.” To have Jesus killed they feigned allegiance to Rome while rejecting their own Messiah. Their own words, of course, condemned them, for God was to be their only true King and they had abandoned every trace of loyalty to him.  The priests had truly lost their reason for existence, instead of turning people to God, they claimed allegiance to Rome in order to kill their Messiah.
“Give us Barabbas” Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion against the Roman government. Although an enemy of Rome, he may have been a hero to the Judeans. Ironically Barabbas was guilty of the crime for which Jesus was accused. Barabbas means “son of the father,” which was actually Jesus’ position with God. The crowds are fickle. The other day they appeared to love Jesus, and they shouted Hosanna as he rode into Jerusalem, when they thought he was going to inaugurate his Kingdom. Then they hated him on that Passover morning when his power appeared broken. In the face of the mass uprising against Jesus, his friends were afraid to speak up. Faced with a clear choice, the people chose Barabbas, a revolutionary and a murderer, over the Son of God. Faced with the same choice today, people are still choosing “Barabbas;” a choice of sin and abomination. They would rather have the tangible force of human power than the salvation offered by the Son of God.

17-24. “The place of the Skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha, is actually outside the walls of Jerusalem. The original location of Golgotha or Calvary has been rediscovered. The first and the oldest by way of tradition which was the site now within, the old city of Jerusalem on which the Church of the Holy Sepulchre was built in the fourth century A. D. has been proven to be totally false just like the Sunday worship. The location and the site of Jesus’ crucifixion have been found to be right above the cave where the Ark of the Covenant was hidden in 586 B.C. by prophet Jeremiah during the siege of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar’s army. [The links to the documentary of the event on the re-discovery of the crucifixion site are provided at the end of this message].
After Jesus was crucified, and two others with him on either side, and Jesus in the middle, Pilate wrote a title in three main languages: Hebrew, Greek and Latin, and placed them on the hill side where Jesus was hanging on the cross. These signs were meant to be ironic “Jesus of Nazareth the King of the Judeans.” A king, stripped naked and executed in public view, had obviously lost his kingdom forever. But Jesus, who turns the world’s wisdom upside down, was just coming into his Kingdom. His death and resurrection would strike the deathblow to Satan's rule and would establish his eternal authority over the earth. Jesus and his Kingdom would be in the heart of his people until he returns. Thus his people have become the temple of the Almighty God (First Corinthians 3 verse 16; First John 4 verse 15). 
Crucifixion was a Roman form of execution. The condemned man was forced to carry his cross along a main road to the execution site, as a warning to the people. Crosses and methods of crucifixion varied. Jesus was nailed to his cross; death came by suffocation. Because the weight of the body made breathing difficult as the victim lost strength. Crucifixion was a hideously slow and painful death. 
Here John mentions the four faithful women who stood beside the cross of Jesus: Mary, Jesus Mother, whose presence the other Gospel writers failed to mention, Mary’s sister, probably the same as Salome, the wife of Zebedee and mother of John and James, Mary Cleopas’ wife, the mother of James the younger and Joses and Mary Magdalene. 
25-30.  Despite this intense suffering Jesus does not forget his mother after the flesh. His filial devotion is such that he makes provision for his mother after his death. He turns her over to John, who was to be like a son to her. When God removes one of our supports he sometimes raises up another to take its place. Sometimes it is something we never looked or hoped.  John cheerfully accepted this responsibility and Mary was assured of help all the days of her life, for John lived almost to the end of the first century.
Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, saith I thirst, and one of the soldiers filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus had received the vinegar, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.
Until this time, a complicated system of sacrifices had atoned for sins. Sin separates people from God, and only through the sacrifice of an animal, a substitute, could people’s sin be covered before God. But people sin continually, so frequent sacrifices were required to cover their sin. Jesus, however, became the final and ultimate sacrifice for sin,” because his death on the cross took our sins away. “The word finished is the same as paid in full.” Jesus came to finish God’s work of salvation; to pay the full penalty for our sins. With his death, the complex sacrificial system ended because of what he did for us. Those who believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection can live eternally with God and escape the penalty that comes from sin.
31-38. Here is the order in which Jesus spoke his seven last forgiveness according to Mathew: “Father forgive them; for they know not what they do,” the word of salvation. Today shall thou be with me in paradise, the word of affection.” Woman behold thy son, son behold they mother,” the word of despair. My God, my God why hast thou forsaken me?” the word of physical torment. “I thirst,” the word of triumph; “It is finished,” and the word of committal “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.
“It is finished.” The work given him by the Father was now completed. Nothing more needed to be added to it and nothing could be taken away from it, he bowed his head. Those who died by crucifixion raised their heads at the last to gasp for breath and then dropped them when they died. Jesus bowed his head before he died as a sign of his submission to the Father’s will, and to show he gave his life by his own volition and not because he was powerless.
It was against God’s Law to leave the body of a dead person exposed overnight (Deuteronomy 21 verse 23); and it was also against the Law to work after sundown on the preparation day which was on a Wednesday of that week, when the Sabbath began; for that Sabbath was a “high day,” meaning it was a Sabbath or holy day that fell on a week day, not on Saturday the seventh day.
The Romans knew from many previous crucifixions whether a man was dead or alive. There was no question that Jesus was dead when they checked him, so they decided not to break his legs as they had done to the other victims. Piercing his side and seeing the separation of blood and water, indicating that the heart had been pierced, was further proof of his death. God allowed his heart to be pierced because by his foreknowledge, he knew, as some people say today that Jesus did not really die, that he only passed out, and that is how he came back to life.” But we have the witness of an impartial party, the Roman soldiers, that Jesus died on the cross (Mark 15 verse 44 and 45).

The breaking of the legs of the victims of crucifixion was to hurry the death process. Because when a person is on a cross, death came by suffocation, but the victim could push against the cross with his legs to hold up his body and keep breathing. But with broken legs, he would suffocate almost immediately. The graphic details of Jesus’ death are especially important in John’s record because he was an eyewitness.  Jesus Christ died when the lamb for the Passover meal were being slain. Not a bone was to be broken in these sacrificial lambs (Exodus 12 verse 46; Numbers 9 verse 12). Jesus, the lamb of God, was the perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world (First Corinthians 5 verse 7). 
Joseph of Arimanthaea and Nicodemus were secret followers of Jesus. They were afraid to make this known because of their positions in the Judean community. Joseph was a leader and honored member of the Judean Council. Nicodemus, also a member of the Judean Council, had come to Jesus by night and later tried to defend him before the other religious leaders. Yet they risked their reputations to bury Jesus. My friend, if you are reading this message, are you a secret believer in Jesus Christ? Do you hide your faith from your friends and fellow workers? This is an appropriate time to step out of hiding and let others know whom you follow.
39-42.  Here we read of how four people were changed in the process of Jesus death. The criminal, dying on the cross beside Jesus, asked Jesus to include him in his Kingdom.  Does it surprise you to know that this is all that it takes to be saved by Jesus? Don’t be, because on account of Jesus death and resurrection, it takes only repentance and believing in him to enter into life everlasting. The Roman captain proclaimed that surely Jesus was the Son of God (Mark 15 verse 39).  Joseph and Nicodemus, members of the Judean Council and secret followers of Jesus, came out of hiding. These men were changed more by Jesus’ death than by his life. They realized who he was, and that realization brought out their belief, proclamation, and action. When confronted with Jesus and his death, we should be changed, to believe, proclaim, and act.

The sepulcher where Jesus was buried, was carved out of the stone hillside. It was large enough for a man to walk into, so Joseph and Nicodemus carried Jesus’ body into it. A large stone was rolled in front of the entrance. As they buried Jesus, Nicodemus, Joseph and the women who watched had to hurry to avoid working on the Sabbath, which began that Wednesday’s evening at sundown.
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Scripture Reading Online
http://av1611.com/kjbp/kjv-bible-text/index.html
HSAPM Radio on Shoutcast
http://www.hsapm.org/radio1.html
The Ark of the Covenant has been Found
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1YXlsLCtLtc
Revealing God’s Treasure

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73fndhf3mPY
