Sabbath Sermon of April 21, 2018
By Rev. Dr. Flint Chika, Bishop

John Eats the Little Scroll 
Revelation Chapter 10
In chapter eight of our study of the Book of Revelation we recall that before the seventh seal was broken, there was an interlude or silence. Now before the seventh trumpet sounds, there is another interlude. In it, John eats a small open book, which seems to indicate that more has been revealed to him that he is not permitted to disclose. It is followed by the story of the two witnesses in the next chapter.

1-6. Once again John must wait for the final woe, the seventh trumpet. He will be commissioned once again, and those who are to be witnesses on both sides to God Almighty's actions in the last days will be established (Matthew 24:4-13). True Christians will be afflicted and tortured for two main reasons: (1) To cure them of the disease they have according to Pope Francis, for believing they have personal relationships with Jesus Christ. (2) Christians under torture to tell them where other Christians are hiding so they can help them get rid of their wrong belief that they have personal relationships with Jesus Christ (Matthew 24:16-18). These events will bring about the falling away among believers and the betrayal of their brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. 

If you ask, “Why would a Christian betray his or her fellow Christian?” Well, Jesus said it, and it happened in the apostles' time. It will happen again. In fact, it is already happening in our time. You must have noticed that all the big fake churches and their ministers have come out not long ago to show themselves never to have been with Jesus Christ but with Rome their mother.  John & Jude provide the answer to the question in the reading (Jude 1-4; 1 John 2:19). The antichrists are not total strangers to the Church; they once had been and many are still in the Church as elders, priests and bishops, but they did not and do not belong to the Christian community. 
As in everything He does, God Almighty will not commence those final events without revealing them to his prophets for his Church (Amos 3:7). This vision brings us back to the prophet Ezekiel. The cloud and the rainbow are signs of divine presence (Ezekiel 1:28). In verse one the purpose of this mighty angel is clear which is to announce the final judgments on the earth. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow above his head, his right foot on the seas and left foot on the earth indicate that his words deal with all creation, not just a limited part as with the seal and trumpet judgments. 
Cries of thunder and the lion's roar both appear as signs that the Day of Judgment is beginning in the prophets (Amos 1:2; 3:8; Joel 3:16). The seven thunders also remind us of the seven spirits of God Almighty. But the end is not yet. The seventh trumpet will usher in the seven vial judgments, which will bring an end to the present world. When this universal judgment comes, God Almighty's truth will prevail.  

We recall that John's vision began as a revelation to a Christian prophet well known to that part of the world where he lived, not as the words of a wise man long dead. The sealing up of what John hears suggests that it is not yet the end. Lest people become alarmed by the new sign of delay, the angel swears an oath by God Almighty that the time of the end, the time of the seventh trumpet is not far off. When that time comes, everything that God Almighty has announced to the prophets will come to pass.

A strict charge is given to the apostle, that he should go and take the little book out of the hands of that mighty angel mentioned in verse one. This charge was given, not by the angel himself who stood upon the earth, but by the same voice from heaven that in the fourth verse had placed an injunction upon him not to write what he had discerned by the seven thunders. 

However, the order to eat the book was given by the angel himself, hinting to the apostle that before he should publish what he had seen and heard he must thoroughly digest the revelations, and in himself truly be convicted in the Word of God Almighty in the revelations he was given to tell the Church of Jesus Christ and the world.  

An account of the taste and relish which this little book would have when the apostle had eaten it; in his mouth, it is sweet like honey. The bitterness or "sour" in the stomach recalls the bitterness of having to announce the day of the LORD (Zephaniah 1:14).  All persons feel a pleasure in looking into future events, and in having them foretold, and all good people love to receive a word from God Almighty, and of what import it is. 

But, when this book of prophecy was thoroughly digested by the apostle and ourselves as Christians, the contents would be bitter; these were things so awful and terrible, such grievous persecutions of the people of God Almighty, and such desolation that will be made in the earth, that the foresight and foreknowledge of them would not be pleasant, but painful to the mind of the apostle and the Christian community: thus was Ezekiel's prophecy to him. In verse 11 John is told he is set over against nations and kings as in Jeremiah 1:10, and so are we as believers set against the world.

The apostle having accepted to discharge the duty he was called to carry out, took the little book out of the angel's hand, and ate it up, and he found the relish to be as he was told.  Henceforth, it becomes the duty of the servants of God Almighty to first digest the truth in their own souls the messages they bring to others in His name and to be truly convicted in them before passing on those messages to others.  Therefore, it becomes the believers' duty to deliver every message with which they are charged, whether pleasing or unpleasing to people.

Because that which is least pleasing may be most profitable. Therefore, God Almighty's messengers must not keep back any part of the counsel of God Almighty. The apostle John is made to know that this book of prophecy, which he had now eaten, was not given him merely to gratify his own curiosity, or for his pleasure or to cause him pain. But the message is to be communicated by him to the Church of Jesus Christ and to the world.

In reference to the scrolls, we see two scrolls or books in Revelation. The first contains a revelation of judgments against evil (Revelation 5:1). The contents of the second scroll are not indicated, but it also may contain a revelation of judgment. Throughout history, people have wanted to know what would happen in the future, and God Almighty reveals some of it in this book. John was about to write what he had seen and heard but he was forbidden to do so. John was stopped from revealing certain parts of his vision. An angel also told prophet Daniel that some visions he saw were not to be revealed yet to everyone (Daniel 12:9), and Jesus told his disciples that the time of the end is known by no one but God Almighty (Mark 13:32, 33). 

God Almighty has revealed all we need to know to live for him now. In our desire to be ready for the end, we must not place more emphasis on speculation about the last days than on living for God Almighty while we wait. The seven thunders spoken of here are a mystery to us. Since they are sealed, it is useless for us to conjecture what they mean until God Almighty reveals them to us.
7-10. "The mystery of God Almighty." This is something previously concealed from us but now to be revealed and made plain. It appears that this denotes the purpose of God Almighty to consummate history, solve the problems of people and nations, and bless the world by the fulfillment of God Almighty's redemptive purpose. When God Almighty's plan for human history is completely revealed, all prophecy will be fulfilled. The end of the age will have arrived (Revelation 11:15; Ephesians 1:9, 10).

The prophet Ezekiel had a vision in which he was told to swallow a scroll filled with judgments against the nation of Israel (Ezekiel 3:1). It was sweet in his mouth, but its contents brought destruction, just like the scroll John was told to eat. God Almighty's Word is sweet to us as believers because it brings encouragement, but it sours our stomach because of the coming judgment we must pronounce on unbelievers.

The messages in the scroll include for the Church to know that before the consummation of all things, there will be a time of great suffering for the people of God Almighty. The little scroll John ate tastes sweet in his mouth but was bitter in his stomach. However, this little scroll is not the end of God Almighty's revelation. There is still more revelations to be given to John for the benefit the Church of Jesus Christ in the end times.
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